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Kia Breaux (right) avoiding Libby
Quaid

 

Colleagues,
 
Good Wednesday morning!
 
Connecting seems to have "connected" with the Sports Memories theme - several more
colleagues contributed their thoughts for today's edition on how sports impacted their
careers. And here's another one to lead off this issue.
 
Of the 13 who have led The Associated Press since its founding in 1846, there was perhaps
none more enthusiastic about sports than Tom Curley, who led the cooperative from 2003
until his retirement in 2012. He started his career in journalism when he was 15, calling in
reports from high school basketball games to his hometown newspaper in Easton,
Pennsylvania. When he was publisher of USA Today, the job he held before moving to the
AP, the newspaper staff was known for its competitive softball teams and Curley was right
in the midst of them.
 
The Kansas City bureau learned of his sports passion firsthand, months after he succeeded
Lou Boccardi, when Curley visited Kansas City to speak at the annual Missouri-Kansas AP
publishers-editors meeting and meet beforehand with the AP staff from the two states.
 

There was a tradition in those days to stage an 8
a.m. flag football game between staffers from
eastern Missouri and those in Kansas City, and
Kansas. 

Curley was asked to join in and he immediately
accepted. On game morning, in dawn's early
light, he showed up in nice sweats and jogged
around to loosen up, while the bureau staff
straggled in, regretting late-night gatherings the
night before, dressed in an array of outfits and



blessed with varying degrees of fitness.
 
Curley was asked to join the East Missouri team and the highlight for me, anyway, was
going out for a pass with my new boss defending me. I somehow landed on the ground as
the ball sailed over my head. No interference called - no officials to call it anyway - and as
the above photo sequence (by Charlie Riedel, AP's talented Kansas City photographer)
shows, Tom helped me back to my feet. No one was injured in the game, won easily by the
East, and after a team picture, staffers repaired to a Plaza pub where they got a chance to
talk one on one with the AP's new CEO.
 
Here's a team photo and what those in the 2003 picture are doing today:
 

                                                                                    Photos by Charlie Riedel/AP 

Front row, from left: Rob Sandler (Jefferson City intern at the time), Tim Curran (KC retired
newsman), Kia Breaux (KC marketing director), Sarah Nordgren (New York, director, News
Content Development ), Libby Quaid (Washington newswoman) and Beth Grace (Raleigh
news consultant). Back row, from left: David Carson (Post-Dispatch photographer), Tom
Curley (retired CEO), Bill Draper (KC newsman), David Scott (Washington, U.S. political
editor), Paul Stevens (KC retired), Jim Salter (StL correspondent), Jim Suhr (StL newsman),
David Lieb (Jefferson City correspondent) and Jim Clarke (Denver marketing director).
 
With that, here are stories of interest.
 
Paul
 
 



'An impressive chapter in journalism
history'

 

Left to right: Newseum discussion moderator Frank Bond, Neil Sheehan,
George Packer and Thomas Herman. (Maria Bryk/Newseum)

 

By PAUL COLFORD
The Associated Press
 
Five giants of journalism are profiled in director Thomas D. Herman's new documentary,
"Deadline - Saigon," which had its Washington premiere Monday night at the Newseum.
 
The film tells the story of how Peter Arnett, Malcolm Browne and photographer Horst
Faas, all of The Associated Press; David Halberstam of The New York Times, and Neil
Sheehan, of United Press International, aggressively went about covering the growing U.S.
military involvement in South Vietnam in the early 1960s despite a lack of credible official
information and a wealth of government misinformation. Indeed, as narrated by the actor
Sam Waterston, the five "had no clue that they would become the enemy."
 
All five journalists won Pulitzer Prizes for their efforts and are also represented in the
"Reporting Vietnam" exhibit now on view at the Newseum.
 
AP President and CEO Gary Pruitt (right) called it "an impressive chapter in journalism
history - the early, hard-hitting coverage of the Vietnam War," in remarks delivered before
the lights dimmed. "The Associated Press was a key player in that, but we were not alone."
 



AP cosponsored Monday night's gathering. The
film was followed by a panel discussion featuring
Sheehan, George Packer of The New Yorker and
Herman, who said he spent 14 years making
"Dateline - Saigon."
 
Among those attending was former U.S. Sen. Bob
Kerrey, who served in Vietnam as a Navy SEAL and
won a Congressional Medal of Honor. He offered
this reaction: "The movie demonstrates the
power of relatively low-cost documentaries and the importance of brave, talented
journalists showing us why the First Amendment is so essential for democracy. It is also
worth noting that there was no freedom of speech in North Vietnam when these five men
were telling us what our government did not want us to know about what was going on in
the South."
 
The Newseum's website will stream a recording of the discussion on a date to be
determined.
 
Click here for a link to this story.
 
 

More sports memories
 
Mercer Bailey - New York Sports gave me a wonderful, beautiful wife, who, in turn,
gave me two beautiful, wonderful daughters.
 
Here's how:
 
I was made Atlanta's regional sports writer in 1952. At that time there was not a major
league baseball or football team in Atlanta. Southeastern Conference football and
basketball were the BIG college sports, and, of course the Masters golf topped everything
else in the southeast. And the women had their Titleholders. After a year or two, I set out
to change things, if I could. I wangled approval of the Atlanta, Miami and NY Sports chiefs
to let me operate in Florida starting in December and return to Atlanta for the Masters.
 
That worked out great. Florida had several men's and women's golf tournaments I could
cover. I also became the first AP reporter to staff the Daytona 500 auto race, soon to
become a sports classic. At that time, the race was run 2 1/2 miles south on A1A highway
and 2 1/2 miles north on the beach. I was on a first-name basis with Bill France Sr. I didn't
get into the winter major league baseball training sessions; NY Sports staffers held on to
that.
 
There was a lot of horse racing around Miami. Miami staffer Gene Plowden covered most
of those, but I handled a few of them. Plowden and his wife introduced me to a beautiful
lady, Jeanne Hand. I was smitten. I went back to Atlanta at my usual time, but returned
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later, married Jeanne and took her back to Atlanta with me. We went back to Miami the
next fall for a final run, returned to Atlanta, bought a home and had two wonderful
daughters.
 
After our second daughter was born, Ed Dennehy convinced me I should be on the
General Desk. So we spent the next five years in the big city, then moved to St. Louis and
on to Kansas City.
 
-0-
 
Jerry Harkavy - I enjoyed the various sports recollections by fellow AP staffers. Here's a
contribution that might resonate with others who spent their careers in the minors.
 
AP staffers in Maine are usually spared the rigors of covering big-time sports. In more than
40 years as a newsman in Portland, my only routine sports tasks included writing 150-
word stories on University of Maine football, hockey and basketball, turning out similar
items on minor league baseball and hockey, and compiling lists of high school football and
basketball scores.
 
I had never been to a boxing match when NY Sports in 1992 directed our bureau to cover a
nationally televised bout in Portland between defending WBA lightweight champion Joey
Gamache, the local hero from nearby Lewiston, and Tony "The Tiger" Lopez. The referee
halted the bout in the 11th round after Gamache had taken a pounding and his left eye
was swollen shut.
 
I managed to get enough detail to satisfy NY, but I learned one lesson that anyone sitting
ringside at a fight might bear in mind: the shirt that you wear may get spattered with
blood, so dress accordingly.
 
Of course, that was not the biggest championship fight ever held in Maine. One of
history's most memorable bouts took place in Lewiston in 1965, three years before I
joined AP. I wrote a handful of stories marking various anniversaries of Cassius Clay's first-
round knockout of Sonny Liston, and the controversy over the so-called "phantom punch"
that put him down. The champ, who had changed his name to Muhammad Ali soon after
the fight, returned to Lewiston in 1995 for a celebration marking the event. Ali, debilitated
by Parkinson's disease, got a hero's welcome as he spoke briefly to the crowd and signed
the gloves that he wore during the bout.
 
-0-
 
Karol Stonger - My first job out of college was with AP Indianapolis. Even before I was
officially on the payroll, (CoB) Bill Richardson signed me on to cover the 1964 Indy 500
field hospital. There were the usual crowd scrapes and scratches and drunks--and  too 
many ear plugs pushed too far into the canal.
 
That was about all, until the "worst crash in racing history" took out Eddie Sachs and Dave
MacDonald on the second lap. As was the rule, both were first brought from the track to



the hospital. Sachs was dead and MacDonald gravely injured. After the race, Bill asked,
"How was it?" I guess I told him, and with his good humor replied, "Well, you said you
didn't want to work on a women's page."
 
Back at the office, while  on night radio I took dictation from stringers on minor league box
scores - and proved them. The next few years I returned to the field hospital on Memorial
Day. (Forget the pits and Gasoline Alley, The hospital was the only place women were
allowed.) Then in the spring of 1967, i was transferred to New York, first writing in
Business News and then  for the AP News Annuals.  I don't recall any reason for me to
write about sports.
 
Until ... I was called into Keith Fuller's office, where Jack Cappon and Sports Editor Bob
Johnson asked me to become a national writer for AP Sports New York. I quickly
demurred, saying I knew little about sports. Johnson responded,   "If you can write, you
can write sports." I figured they thought I could write, so I signed on.
 
It was not a good time to be a woman sports writer anywhere, but I learned as I went
along. No press boxes, few press rooms. I developed my skills as a feature writer and was
diligent in my research. I think the people I interviewed were impressed with my back-
grounding.
 
In the office I did some rewrite,  handled the small college polls, took the Sunday early
shift  and took dictation for writers in the field. My hands-down favorite was Ed Schuyler.
He was fast. I kept pace and could still clean up grammar and syntax as we went.  When I
wasn't on the phone,  I  answered it with, "AP Sports. Karol Stonger. May I help you?" only
to hear, "I want to talk to a sports writer, not a secretary."
 
The guys in Sports called me "The Girl." Sid Moody and Hal Boyle called me "Spike," long
after I moved to APN as Cappon's assistant. Part of my job there was to shepherd Poets'
Corner copy through the General Desk computers, as those guys still wrote on manual
typewriters.
 
 

Connecting mailbox
 

Kudos to Marty Thompson for California chiefs research
 
Peggy Walsh - Thanks to Marty Thompson for the great history of the California bureaus
(in Tuesday's Connecting). It was fascinating reading and I'm honored to be the first
woman CoB in San Francisco.
 
-0-
 

Three CoCs with combined 112 years of AP service
 



 
Emile Conrad - Three former AP chiefs of communication whose combined AP service
totals 112 years and their wives got together in Virginia to share memories, discuss the
state of the current AP,  our days  of working at AP, and of course the aches and pains of
getting older. From left: NYC COC Emile Conrad (AP, 1984-2006) and wife Lorraine;
Baltimore COC Ken Berger (AP, 1960-2007) and his wife Jeri; and Richmond COC Bobby
Baker (AP, 1963-2006) and his wife Marilyn.
 
We are all are enjoying retirement and spending this valuable time with the grandkids.
 
-0-
 

When did 'impact' replace'affect' as verb?
 
Jim Limbach - Just doing some wool-gathering, but I wonder when and why "impact"
replaced "affect" as a verb? Might be worth tossing out for general discussion, pros & cons
of its use, etc..
 
-0-
 

Working for the A and P - or AP?
 
Dave Lubeski - Here's another one on the occasional confusion between us and the
grocery chain. Doug Tucker's comment about telling someone he got a job with the AP and
was asked if he was going to be a checker reminded me of a similar experience. When I
was working at the Broadcast News Center in Washington, I was moving into a new
apartment when I met my next door neighbor, an elderly widow who asked me what line
of work I was in. I told her I worked for the AP and she told me her late husband worked
for the AP. I asked her where and she said Rockville, which is a Maryland town not far
from DC. I was a bit puzzled. I was sure there was no bureau or even a correspondent in



Rockville, so I asked, "what did he do with AP?" to which she
answered, "Oh, he worked in the meat department." 
 
One more. I was on assignment covering some sporting
event (can't remember which one) When my UPI
counterpart showed up to take his position next to mine in
the press box. After introductions he jokingly asked if I
enjoyed working at a grocery store, so I asked him if he
enjoyed driving around in his big brown truck.
 
-0-
 

User-generated content and news: the right tools for the
job
 
Paul Colford - The nature of newsgathering is evolving at a breathtaking pace, and no
disruption has been as dramatic and important as the explosive growth of user-generated
content.
 
To keep up, you need good people, high standards and the right tools for the job. The
latest item in AP's social newsgathering tool bag is SAM, a digital workspace that helps
dozens of social newsgatherers here find, manage and publish UGC.
 
Click here to watch this video, featuring Social Media Editor Eric Carvin, to learn more.
 
 

Welcome to Connecting

  
Tim Gallagher  (Email)
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Misleading coverage of a major gun study highlights the danger of fast
reporting (American Journalism Review)
 
AT A TIME of high-profile shootings and rising crime in many cities, the journal Preventive
Magazine has published a special issue on gun violence, bringing together leading scholars
to illuminate a subject that is often overwhelmed by political rancor. Guest editors David
Hemenway and Daniel Webster apply a public health perspective to a field in which policy
decisions have life-and-death stakes.
 
Yet, in at least one case, an attempt to dislodge a myth had a curious boomerang effect:
The media reverb interpreted the study's conclusions to mean the opposite of what
researchers intended.
 
In the fall of 2013, researchers from Duke University and the University of Chicago asked
people with a history of gun offenses at Chicago's Cook County jail about how they got a
weapon. By analyzing their responses, the researchers hoped to find ways to limit the
ability of dangerous offenders to access firearms. Most of them, it turns out, got their
guns not by stealing them or by buying them from authorized dealers, but via their social
networks: family, friends, and gangs. They avoided obtaining guns from people they didn't
know out of concern that the person could be an undercover officer or an informant, or
that the gun could have been used in a previous crime they could be implicated in if they
are found with the weapon. As one respondent to the study said: "As far as Chicago, it's so
close to Indiana ... there's gun laws, but it's easier to get access to guns in Indiana, so most
people either go to the down-South states or go to Indiana to get guns, or people obtain
gun licenses, go to the store and then resell."
 
Click here to read more.
 
-0-
 
Huffington Post Names Liz Heron Executive Editor  (Wall Street Journal)
 
Liz Heron, a veteran journalist and social media editor, has
joined the Huffington Post as its new executive editor.
 
Ms. Heron spent the past 18 months at Facebook as the
company's head of news partnerships. Prior to that role,
she logged stints at both The Wall Street Journal and the
New York Times in prominent social media positions.
 
At the Huffington Post, Ms. Heron will effectively serve as
editor-in-chief Arianna Huffington's second-in-command.
Her responsibilities will include oversight of both editorial
strategy and audience development.
 
Click here to read more.
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5 questions to ask yourself before going for that raise  (Poynter)
 
"You have more power than you think," Will Neville-Rehbehn told a packed room at the
Online News Association's annual conference last week.
 
Neville-Rehbehn, creative director at VShift, spoke with Poynter's Katie Hawkins-Gaar
about work and money. A version of the conversation first took place earlier this year at
the ONA-Poynter Women's Leadership Academy.
 
They included a list of questions to ask before your next raise or job offer. Here are five
tips from that session:
 
Click here to read more.
 
-0-
 
A Season Bound in Spiral: Tracking Every Starting Pitcher's Twists and Turns
 (New York Times)
 

 
By TYLER KEPNER

James Shields got there first. Of course he did. Shields takes the ball and makes his starts.
Some years you notice, some years you don't, but he's always out there, 32 times or so
every season, toiling in a small market, doing his job.
 
Shields consumed a lot of our attention late last winter because he was the last major free
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agent to sign a contract, and not much else was going on. He went to pitch for the San
Diego Padres, who made a lot of exciting moves that produced a rather forgettable team.
 
Even so, I have looked at every one of their box scores, and marked down the line of their
starting pitcher in a notebook - and the crazy part is that I love it. With his 32nd start of
the season, on Sept. 20 in Colorado, Shields made it to the bottom of his page in my red
spiral notebook. I filled it in before boarding a flight at La Guardia on Monday morning.
 
Let me explain. For 10 years I was a beat writer at The New York Times, covering the daily
drama of the Mets or the Yankees. Every day at the ballpark, most of your area of
responsibility is right in front of you: the players in the clubhouse, the games on the field,
the executives in the hallways and around the batting cage.
 
Click here to read more.
 
-0-
 
Bill to curb tax, labor cheating likely buried for this year  (Raleigh News &
Observer)
 
A bill aimed at curbing the illegal practice of companies treating workers who should be
employees as contractors stalled Tuesday as legislators prepared to adjourn.
 
The legislation had been introduced because of investigative reporting last year by the
state's two largest newspapers. It was sent back to committee Tuesday because of a
dispute between a prominent senator and newspaper publishers.
 
The sticking point: an exemption lawmakers granted to newspaper companies 12 years
ago that allowed them to continue treating carriers as independent contractors.
 
State Sen. Bob Rucho, a Matthews Republican, led the charge earlier this month to strike
the 2003 employment exemption for newspaper carriers. And his legislation appeared to
go farther, directing that carriers should receive workers' compensation and
unemployment benefits.
 
Click here to read more.  Shared by Doug Pizac.
 
 

Today in History - September 30, 2015
 
By The Associated Press

Today is Wednesday, September 30, the 273rd day of 2015. There are 92 days left
in the year.

Today's Highlight in History:
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On September 30, 1955, actor James Dean, 24, was killed in a two-car collision
near Cholame, California.

On this date:

In 1399, England's King Richard II was deposed by Parliament; he was succeeded
by his cousin, Henry of Bolingbroke, who was crowned as King Henry IV.

In 1777, the Continental Congress - forced to flee in the face of advancing British
forces - moved to York, Pennsylvania.

In 1791, Mozart's opera "The Magic Flute" premiered in Vienna, Austria.

In 1846, Boston dentist William Morton used ether as an anesthetic for the first time
as he extracted an ulcerated tooth from merchant Eben Frost.

In 1915, the D.H. Lawrence novel "The Rainbow" was published in London by
Methuen & Co.

In 1938, after co-signing the Munich Agreement allowing Nazi annexation of
Czechoslovakia's Sudetenland, British Prime Minister Neville Chamberlain said, "I
believe it is peace for our time."

In 1939, the first college football game to be televised was shown on experimental
station W2XBS in New York as Fordham University defeated Waynesburg College,
34-7.

In 1949, the Berlin Airlift came to an end.

In 1954, the first nuclear-powered submarine, the USS Nautilus, was
commissioned by the U.S. Navy.

In 1962, James Meredith, a black student, was escorted by federal marshals to the
campus of the University of Mississippi, where he enrolled for classes the next day;
Meredith's presence sparked rioting that claimed two lives. The National Farm
Workers Association, founded by Cesar Chavez and a forerunner of the United
Farm Workers, held its first meeting in Fresno, California.

In 1988, Soviet leader Mikhail S. Gorbachev retired President Andrei A. Gromyko
from the Politburo and fired other old-guard leaders in a Kremlin shake-up.

In 1997, France's Roman Catholic Church apologized for its silence during the
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systematic persecution and deportation of Jews by the pro-Nazi Vichy regime.

Ten years ago: Out of jail after 85 days, New York Times reporter Judith Miller
testified before a grand jury investigating the leak of CIA operative Valerie Plame's
identity. Six Mexicans were killed in a string of robberies targeting Hispanic
immigrants at trailer parks in and around Tifton, Georgia. (Stacey Bernard Sims
and Jamie Underwood received long prison sentences for the killings.)

Five years ago: Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton called Guatemalan
leaders to apologize for 1940s U.S.-led experiments that infected occupants of a
Guatemala mental hospital with syphilis, apparently to test the effectiveness of
penicillin against some sexually transmitted diseases. The government of Ecuador
declared a state of siege after rebellious police angered by a law that cut their
benefits plunged the small South American nation into chaos.

One year ago: Under withering criticism from Congress, Secret Service Director
Julia Pierson admitted failures in her agency's critical mission of protecting the
president but repeatedly sidestepped key questions about how a knife-carrying
intruder penetrated ring after ring of security before finally being tackled deep
inside the White House. U.S. and Afghan officials signed a long-delayed security
pact to keep nearly 10,000 American forces in Afghanistan beyond the planned
final withdrawal of U.S. and international combat forces at the end of the year. The
first case of Ebola diagnosed in the U.S. was confirmed in a patient who had
recently traveled from Liberia to Dallas. President Barack Obama showered praise
on India's new prime minister, Narendra Modi, in an Oval Office meeting. California
Gov. Jerry Brown signed the nation's first statewide ban on single-use plastic bags
at grocery and convenience stores. Geraldine "Jerrie" Mock, 88, an Ohio
homemaker who'd made aviation history by becoming the first female to fly solo
around the world in 1964, died in Quincy, Florida.

Today's Birthdays: Nobel Peace Laureate Elie Wiesel (EL'-ee vee-ZEHL') is 87. Actress Angie
Dickinson is 84. Singer Cissy Houston is 82. Singer Johnny Mathis is 80. Actor Len Cariou is
76. Singer Marilyn McCoo is 72. Former Israeli Prime Minister Ehud Olmert is 70. Pop
singer Sylvia Peterson (The Chiffons) is 69. Actor Vondie Curtis-Hall is 65. Actress Victoria
Tennant is 65. Actor John Finn is 63. Rock musician John Lombardo is 63. Singer Deborah
Allen is 62. Actor Calvin Levels is 61. Actor Barry Williams is 61. Singer Patrice Rushen is 61.
Actress Fran Drescher is 58. Country singer Marty Stuart is 57. Actress Debrah Farentino is
56. Rock musician Bill Rieflin (R.E.M.) is 55. Former Sen. Blanche Lincoln, D-Ark., is 55.
Actress Crystal Bernard is 54. Actor Eric Stoltz is 54. Rapper-producer Marley Marl is 53.
Country singer Eddie Montgomery (Montgomery-Gentry) is 52. Rock singer Trey Anastasio
is 51. Actress Monica Bellucci is 51. Rock musician Robby Takac (TAY'-kak) (Goo Goo Dolls)
is 51. Actress Lisa Thornhill is 49. Actress Andrea Roth is 48. Actor Silas Weir Mitchell is 46.
Actor Tony Hale is 45. Actress Jenna Elfman is 44. Actor Ashley Hamilton is 41. Actress
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Marion Cotillard (koh-tee-YAHR') is 40. Actor Stark Sands is 37. Actor Mike Damus is 36.
Tennis player Martina Hingis is 35. Olympic gold medal gymnast Dominique Moceanu
(moh-chee-AH'-noo) is 34. Actress Lacey Chabert (shuh-BEHR') is 33. Actor Kieran Culkin is
33. Singer-rapper T-Pain is 31.

Thought for Today: "The idea is to die young as late as possible."  Ashley
Montagu, AngloAmerican anthropologist (19051999).

Got a story to share?

Got a story to share? A favorite memory of your AP days? Don't
keep them to yourself. Share with your colleagues by sending to Ye
Olde Connecting Editor. And don't forget to include photos!

Here are some suggestions:

- Spousal support - How your spouse helped in supporting your
work during your AP career. 
- My most unusual story - tell us about an unusual, off the wall
story that you covered.
- "My boo boos - A silly mistake that you make"- a chance to 'fess
up with a memorable mistake in your journalistic career.
- Multigenerational AP families - profiles of families whose service

spanned two or more generations.
- Volunteering - benefit your colleagues by sharing volunteer stories - with ideas on such
work they can do themselves.
- First job - How did you get your first job in journalism?
- Connecting "selfies" - a word and photo self-profile of you and your career, and what
you are doing today. Both for new members and those who have been with us a while.
- Life after AP for those of you who have moved on to another job or profession.
- Most unusual place a story assignment took you.
 
Paul Stevens
Editor
Connecting newsletter
stevenspl@live.com
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