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Colleagues,
 
Good Thursday morning!
 
What's the best lead you ever wrote? Can it top this one?
 
LONDON (AP) - A former meerkat expert at London Zoo has been ordered to pay
compensation to a monkey handler she attacked with a wine glass in a love spat over a
llama-keeper.
 
The lead was spotted by Patrick McFadden, a lawyer and son of Connecting colleague
Chuck McFadden, who shared it with Connecting.
 
Send along the best lead you wrote to Connecting - and we will compare...and enjoy.
 
Meantime, the entire story:
 
Zoo meerkat expert sentenced over assault on monkey handler
Oct. 14, 2015 11:55 AM EDT
 
LONDON (AP) - A former meerkat expert at London Zoo has been ordered to pay
compensation to a monkey handler she attacked with a wine glass in a love spat over a
llama-keeper.
 
A judge at Westminster Magistrates' Court said Wednesday that Caroline Westlake must
pay 800 pounds ($1,235) to Kate Sanders for assaulting her in a dispute over colleague
Adam Davies, who had dated both women.
 
Judge Jeremy Colman also sentenced 30-year-old Westlake to 12 months community
service for assault.
 
The judge said Sanders had suffered a "nasty" face injury in the fracas at a zoo Christmas
party on Dec. 8.
 
Westlake had claimed that Sanders punched her first, and said she did not remember
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hitting her colleague with the glass.
 
She was fired by the zoo after the incident.
 
 

JAWS celebrates 30th anniversary

AP UN correspondent Edie Lederer  (left) speaks to JAWS audience while
interviewed by former AP journalist Linda Deutsch.

Linda Deutsch - The annual Journalism and Women Symposium (JAWS)
conference this year was very special: It celebrated the JAWS 30th anniversary.
 
It began as a tiny gathering of women in Estes Park, co-founded by Tad Bartimus and Jean
Gaddy Wilson who came up with the idea at the University of Missouri. The plan was to



have a place where women journalists could network and share stories, usually around a
fireplace in a picturesque Western resort.  There were about 20 women when I came to the
third one. Edie Lederer (AP UN correspondent) was there for the second one. Both of us
attended most of the subsequent gatherings known as CAMP, later given the name
Conference and Mentoring Project when it became more serious.
 
It's still a totally casual event with jeans and western gear where they say no earrings are
too big.
 
The idea took off and in subsequent years, JAWS grew by leaps and bounds. This year there
were 180 women including a number of  young "emerging fellows" who received
scholarships. There are legacy programs that sponsor speakers in honor of departed
members including Kay Mills, Eileen Shanahan and Joan Riddell Cook. The Fran Lewine 
trailblazer speaker is now a yearly event presented in a plenary session for all attendees.
 
Speakers at CAMP have been impressive. We heard from Gloria Steinem three years ago,
visited artist Judy Chicago's studio in Santa Fe, heard from Janet Abramson right after she
was fired as managing editor of the New York Times and she liked it so much she came back
the following year and gave us an update.  The year that I was program chair, we had a
legal panel with Greta Van Susteren and Laurie Levenson and then heard from the late
great playwright Wendy Wasserstein.
 
This year's keynote speaker was S. Mitra Kalita, the new managing editor of the Los Angeles
Times. She brought her two young daughters and her husband to the scenic Grouse
Mountain Lodge at the edge of Glacier National Park.
 
Over the years, we have visited several national parks, went to Canada one year, Jackson
Hole, Wyoming; Big Sky, Montana; Napa Valley, Ca; Sundance  Utah; Albuquerque, N.M, 
and last year we were at La Quinta Resort in Palm Springs.  When some complained that we
were going to the Western states  too often, we held CAMP in Vermont and New
Hampshire and even one in Wisconsin.   The only time CAMP had to be cancelled was
because of 9/11.
 
For this 30th anniversary there was a contest to come up with a slogan and (blush) I won! 
The slogan was "JAWS: Women Making News for 30 Years" and it was emblazoned on
posters and t-shirts. There is always a JAWS t-shirt and some have become collectors'



items.
 
There are officers of JAWS and this year the inspiring  leader was former AP reporter Linda
Kramer Jenning.  The AP has always had a presence at JAWS and Peg Simpson is in charge
of getting an AP Table organized at Saturday dinner. This year there were so many current
and former AP women that we needed two tables.
 
Next year we will meet in Roanoke, Virginia, in the heart of the Blue Ridge Mountains.
 
This was an extremely successful conference. Friendships were renewed. Technical training
sessions were well attended panels addressed important issues such as covering politics
and racial issues. Books by JAWS authors were sold. he weekend concluded with hugs all
around and vows to see each other again next year if not before. 
 

Connecting mailbox
Keeping up with Faith
 



Mike Tharp tried to keep up with granddaughter Faith last week at the Landmark West
Theater in Los Angeles. They were there for the premiere of ESPN Films 30 for 30 'Trojan
War' documentary, which Mike's daughter Dylann co-produced. While Mike's son Nao
made this picture, his wife Misato and Mike's wife Jeralyn held court inside the theater.
Faith turns 2 on Nov. 8. Mike turned 39 some time ago.
 
Dylann, an All Pac 12 defender for Oregon's soccer team, pictured with Mike at
right, spent two years, off and on, working on the documentary. Keyshawn Johnson,
former USC and NFL star, was executive producer. He also was Dylann's babysitter
when he was in college. She is also a part-time producer at NFL films.
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Wishing John Brewer a great retirement

Dale Leach - Seeing the news of John Brewer's retirement
party made me realize how remiss I've been about weighing in
on John's accomplishments as publisher of the Peninsula Daily
News.
 
As the COB in Seattle at the time, I was impressed by John's influence on the newspaper,
which he transformed into a must-read for anyone interested in news from Washington
state's Olympic Peninsula. His newspaper was the only daily in a vast and economically
diverse part of the state, but it consistently illuminated the issues there to anyone smart
enough to pay attention. John established a network of correspondents who delivered
every day. If you wanted to know what was happening in Forks or Sequim or Port
Townsend or any of the other small towns that dot the peninsula, you knew you could
count on the PDN for coverage. I wish John the best in his well-deserved retirement.
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Everyone you meet has a really good story to tell
 
Steve Paulson - I enjoyed the stories on sports writing.
I've often observed that the best sportswriters become
some of the best writers in the business and often go on to
be some of the best managers in journalism. Why?
Because sports writing can be the best training ground for
journalists. There are only so many ways you can say a
player caught a pass or put a ball in a basket before you
get tired of it. 

Many writers move on to clichés, like scoring a hat trick or
bagging a triple play. The best writers go beyond that, and
start asking the real questions and writing stories that get to the heart of the story. Why did
a kid from the Bronx beat someone who grew up with a silver spoon? Why did someone
like Pete Rose gamble, even though he made tons of money? And it's not limited to players.



The Denver Broncos argued they needed a new stadium, but was that the reason they
wanted taxpayers to help foot the bill? Or did they do it because they under their contract,
they could resell the skyboxes and recoup some of the costs of buying the team? Was the
public opinion poll used to justify the purchase the stadium a push poll, threatening to
move the team if people didn't approve a tax increase? What if pollsters asked taxpayers in
six counties if they wanted to donate part of their grocery money each week to subsidize
millionaires so they could pocket bigger profits? 

It's a fertile field for people who want to learn how to write.
 
Full disclosure: I was hired as a sportswriter a suburban edition of the Orlando Sentinel by
general manager Martin Greco when I was 16, but only because it was the only position
available. I knew nothing about sports, and I was quickly moved to the job of general
assignment reporter and photographer covering Brevard County and the space program,
for the grand sum of $60 a week (with no pension or health benefits). Covering sports can
be insipid, with quotes like ``We won because we had a better defense,'' or ``We could
have done better and we will try harder next week.'' 

But covering sports taught me one thing: everyone you meet has a really good story to tell,
you just need to spend the time and effort to find it.
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Kaczor on one-person Pensacola correspondency: 
'If variety is spice of life, mine has been well-seasoned'

Bill Kaczor - Being in a one-person correspondency is similar to being alone on an island
at times. You are on call 24-7 and when news breaks on your island you are usually the only
one available to cover it whether it's day or night, weekday or weekend. It does, though,
give you an opportunity to cover nearly every type of story imaginable. So if variety is the
spice of life, mine has been well-seasoned.
 
I spent 21 of my 33 years with the AP as the cooperative's first Pensacola correspondent.
During that time I tried to cultivate relationships with reporters and editors at member
newspapers and broadcast outlets, who often gave me tips or other assistance. It helped



that I had worked for the Pensacola News Journal before going off to Tallahassee with
Gannett News Service and then AP. While in the Tallahassee bureau I also had made
frequent trips to the western Florida Panhandle to do features and cover some spot news
until the Pensacola correspondency was created in mid-1984 and housed at the News
Journal.
 
Those relationships bore fruit about six months into my new post when the telephone rang
at 2 a.m. on Christmas Day, 1984. I'd probably been asleep for only an hour after staying up
late to assemble a tricycle for my then-3-year-old daughter. A Pensacola News Journal
editor was on the phone. She told me three abortion clinics had been bombed. So off I
went into the foggy night, barely able to see beyond the hood of my car in search of the
bombed buildings.
 
Member cooperation was a two-way street. During Hurricane Ivan in 2004, the News
Journal's electronic phone system went out so staffers from the publisher on down lined up
outside my office waiting to make calls as I had the only working phone lines in the
building. The News Journal, operating on generator power, reciprocated by providing
gasoline to me and other AP staffers sent to help. Gas stations either were out of fuel or
couldn't pump it due to power outages.
 
When I first went to Pensacola and for several years thereafter I was not replaced in
Tallahassee so I often returned to the capital city to help during legislative sessions, Florida
State football games, etc. One of those times I was covering the state Clemency Board,
chaired by the governor, in March 1994. I had two stories on the A-wire budget from that
meeting - the panel freed a woman who had killed her abusive husband in one case and
refused to block the jailing of a reporter who had declined to disclose a confidential source.
Meanwhile, back in Pensacola an abortion doctor had been fatally shot at yet another
clinic.  It would take me at least three hours to drive the 200 miles back to Pensacola once
my two Tallahassee stories were done. Fortunately, Mobile, Ala., Correspondent Garry
Mitchell was only an hour away and covered for me until I could get back. Another doctor
and a clinic escort would die in a subsequent anti-abortion shooting in Pensacola.
 
Outside of the unexpected shark attacks, plane crashes, anti-abortions killings, hurricanes
and other assorted breaking news, I had a chance to do a lot of cool stuff. It included stories
on the discovery of a Spanish galleon that sank in Pensacola Bay in 1559 and the National
Naval Aviation Museum's restoration of a bullet-scarred plane that saw action in World



War II's Battle of Midway. The Florida Panhandle is filled with military bases, and during my
AP career I made four tailhook landings on aircraft carriers, climbed atop a giant radar used
to track space debris and flew in the back seats of a Blue Angels F/A-18 Hornet and an Air
Force F-15 Eagle. Eglin Air Force Base even moved at least a half-dozen Soviet tanks and
other vehicles out of a secret compound, which was off-limits to the press and public, into
an open field so I could inspect them and get pictures. It was for a story on how the Soviet
vehicles were used to test radar and other detection devices as well as give troops who
were deploying overseas a chance to see, hear and even smell them.
 
I also logged more time in court than many lawyers. The Panhandle generated its share of
high-profile cases, including the anti-abortion violence, a medical examiner accused of
killing his wife with a hard-to-detect drug and then refusing to order an autopsy as well as
two young boys who killed their father and then hid at the home of a pedophile. The area
also was a favorite spot to move publicity-tainted trials from other parts of the state.
 
It certainly was a spicy time, but I eventually tired of being the Lone Ranger (I didn't even
have a Tonto) and returned to Tallahassee to finish my AP career before retiring back in the
Pensacola area.
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Importance of the center-field camera angle

Harry Cabluck - Regarding Charles Rex Arbogast's comment about covering baseball from
the center field camera position:
 
The importance of that camera angle probably began with Al Resch assigning a New York
shooter to the Polo Grounds with a 5X7 Big Bertha with a 40-inch lens.  The late Harry
Harris described the angle as very flat, not as elevated as today's outfield camera positions. 
In one shot with that cumbersome press camera the single frame would show a base
runner going to second, the catcher making the throw, the pitcher getting out of the way
and also the player who would be covering second.  Along came the 35mm camera and
motor-drive, reason for Hal Buell and Jack Schwadel to have Paul Vathis take that task in
the post-season. It became standard for the center field photographer make one frame of
every pitch to the plate. Nowadays, faster-focusing lenses and bigger f:stops, permit the



center field shooter more flexibility. (You kids with auto-focus lenses and C-MOS chips have
it so easy).
 
 

AP names Matt Sedensky to national
reporting team in New York
 
NEW YORK (AP) - Matt Sedensky, an award-winning writer and multimedia journalist
currently serving as West Palm Beach correspondent, has been named to AP's national
reporting team. The announcement was made by Pauline Arrillaga, enterprise editor for the
U.S.
 
Sedensky's career has taken him from Hartford to
Honolulu, Kansas City to South Florida, where his
stories have included Rick Scott's successful run for
governor and the Gulf oil spill, as well as crime, trials
and news on specialized beats including religion and
aging.
 
Regularly deployed to major stories, he covered the
Virginia Tech shootings and the aftermath of
Hurricane Katrina, and wrote groundbreaking reports
investigating the Vatican's handling of sex abuse
cases and their ties to Pope Benedict XVI.
 
A recipient of the John L. Dougherty Award, honoring an outstanding young AP journalist,
Sedensky was named Florida's top beat reporter by the Florida Society of News Editors and
has received numerous writing awards. He won the 2015 feature writing award from the
Associated Press Media Editors for his narrative "One Death Too Many," about a troubled
man who found his calling as a hospice nurse until death came too close. The APME judges
said, "The writer takes you on a journey that is inspiring and haunting."
 
In addition, Sedensky is a trained video journalist who has produced feature video pieces
for the AP and will be joining others on the National Reporting Team who regularly use



those tools in reporting major news and top national enterprise. He also is a knowledgeable
data journalist, having served as the inaugural fellow at The Associated Press-NORC Center
for Public Affairs Research in Chicago, where he studied social science and data analysis at
the University of Chicago.
 
Sedensky, who will be based in New York, is a 2002 graduate of New York University.
 
Click here for the link to this story. (Matt is a Connecting colleague -
msedensky@ap.org
 
 

Welcome to Connecting
 

 
Margaret Mellott  (Email)

 
 

Stories of interest
 
Newspaper reporter one of top 10 disappearing jobs in America  (Fortune)
 
If you're hoping for a long, thriving career, stay away from these fields.
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In case you were thinking of pursuing a career as a civil servant, here's one you should
avoid: mail carrier. According to CareerCast, a national job search portal, it is the "most
endangered" career based on the hiring outlook and changing economic landscape.
 
Your backup plan shouldn't include newspaper reporter or flight attendant -those jobs are
disappearing, too.
 
Every year, CareerCast takes a look at the jobs that are vanishing, and this year, the list
clearly shows the steady march of technology, as professions have been shedding jobs at a
fast clip. Since 1989, there are one third fewer newspaper reporters. If you are in any of the
10 following fields, you may want to explore a career switch. If you're a new college grad,
you might want to consider healthcare and STEM jobs, which aren't being eliminated due
to our robot overlords.
 
Click here to read more.
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Interview with correspondent Simon Romero: 15 years of covering Latin
America for The New York Times
 

Simon Romero started at The New York Times in 1999 as a
stringer in Brazil. More than 15 years later, he has covered
almost every country in Latin America and this week his work
will be honored by the Cabot Prize for outstanding reporting
on the Americas.
 
He writes at length on topics as varied as the Brazilian tax
code, the U.S.-led War on Drugs in Latin America, animal

reserves in the Bolivian jungle, diplomatic relations between South American and Middle
Eastern countries and the hunting of the llama-like guanaco in Chile.
 
"Perhaps Romero's most compelling talent is to root out small and difficult chronicles -
often in places where hardly anyone travels - to tell larger stories," the Columbia University
Graduate School of Journalism said in the award announcement.
 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001WhuaSjqzwqGnhXnMqCqbP41ghelpUMrMmJ_g3gsZXOC13Cd34quPON7DOZ0hvvVH_3pJLQ4z43q88pPIpJwlwC1n0GVyWlJlTGXCuojtyV23ERLebGqJNnSXohE3OUicPxO6_N2UjjRPGEuPM8M2VYaNxKZH-Lmk86FgcvNsy8MHMX-2AeXnhUcBWUsmDOrbDZI4fgYHYhrpJX_bZCOYpzZdCbBc6CH7&c=9exyWUfNNyGEVx53M03Hcj6IWy1EZH1tdkDbXtbjABSLl2JA92VS5A==&ch=doD9Jb2Fkk4yfycZkFlBkeeQE90Yub-VH93h1JVO7AcpjhCA12aWgQ==


Click here to read more.
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The real debate winner was Anderson Cooper: Who knew good journalism
still makes for great TV?  (Salon)
 
It was hard to tell what was more on point last night:
Anderson Cooper's look or Anderson Cooper's
questions. The look was, let's face it, impeccable:
Whatever personal reservations you might have with
hipster glasses, CNN anchor and moderator of last
night's Democratic primary debate Cooper pulled
them off with aplomb, along a devastatingly tailored
dark suit and a purple-purple!-necktie. It might seem
reductive to talk about fashion, but look, this is a
televised debate; we all know John F. Kennedy seduced America by looking really good. In
fact, the candidates' outfits rather reflected their performances last night: Secretary Hillary
Clinton was sleek and impeccable; Senator Bernie Sanders was put-together, slightly
rumpled, and thoroughly on-brand. Governor Lincoln Chafee was ill-fitting, mismatched,
and out-of-place; Governor Martin O'Malley looked as if he were auditioning for the role of
president in a mid-budget action film; and, well, Senator Jim Webb came off looking rather
red.
 
Click here to read more.
 

Today in History - October 15, 2015
 
By The Associated Press
 
Today is Thursday, October 15, the 288th day of 2015. There are 77 days left in the year.
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Today's Highlight in History:

On October 15, 1915, "The Metamorphosis," Franz Kafka's famous absurdist tale about a

man named Gregor Samsa who wakes up one morning to discover that he has been

transformed into a huge, insect-like creature, was first published in the German literary

journal Die Weissen Blaetter (dee VY'-sehn BLEHT'-ur) (The White Pages).

On this date:

In 1783, the first manned balloon flight took place in Paris as Jean-Francois Pilatre de Rozier

ascended in a basket attached to a tethered Montgolfier hot-air balloon, rising to about 75

feet.

In 1815, Napoleon Bonaparte, the deposed Emperor of the French, arrived on the British-

ruled South Atlantic island of St. Helena, where he spent the last 5 1/2 years of his life in

exile.

In 1905, Claude Debussy's "La Mer" (The Sea), a trio of symphonic sketches, premiered in

Paris.

In 1914, the Clayton Antitrust Act, which expanded on the Sherman Antitrust Act of 1890,

was signed into law by President Woodrow Wilson.

In 1917, Dutch dancer Mata Hari, convicted of spying for the Germans, was executed by a

French firing squad outside Paris.

In 1940, Charles Chaplin's first all-talking comedy, "The Great Dictator," a lampoon of Adolf



Hitler, opened in New York.

In 1945, the former premier of Vichy France, Pierre Laval, was executed for treason.

In 1946, Nazi war criminal Hermann Goering (GEH'-reeng) fatally poisoned himself hours

before he was to have been executed.

In 1969, peace demonstrators staged activities across the country as part of a

"moratorium" against the Vietnam War.

In 1975, the book "Against Our Will: Men, Women and Rape," a history of sexual assault

authored by Susan Brownmiller, was first published.

In 1990, Soviet President Mikhail S. Gorbachev was named the recipient of the Nobel Peace

Prize. South Africa's Separate Amenities Act, which had barred blacks from public facilities

for decades, was formally scrapped.

In 1991, despite sexual harassment allegations by Anita Hill, the Senate narrowly confirmed

the nomination of Clarence Thomas to the U.S. Supreme Court, 52-48.

Ten years ago: Iraqis voted to approve a constitution. A crowd that had gathered to protest

a neo-Nazi march in Toledo, Ohio, turned violent, prompting the mayor to declare a state of

emergency.

Five years ago: The Obama administration reported that the federal deficit had hit a near-

record $1.3 trillion for the just-completed budget year. Workers hugged, cheered and set

off fireworks as a huge drill broke through a last stretch of rock deep in the Swiss Alps for



construction of the 35.4-mile Gotthard Base Tunnel, which is scheduled to officially open in

June 2016.

One year ago: Fresh signs of slow global economic growth and the Ebola crisis sent stocks

on Wall Street tumbling as much as 460 points in the most turbulent day since 2011 before

partially recovering; European shares slid as well. The Kansas City Royals advanced to their

first World Series since 1985 after finishing a four-game sweep in the AL Championship

Series with a 2-1 victory over the Baltimore Orioles. The San Francisco Giants came within

one game of winning the NL Championship Seires with a 6-4 win over the St. Louis

Cardinals.

Today's Birthdays: Former auto executive Lee Iacocca is 91. Jazz musician Freddy Cole is 84.

Singer Barry McGuire is 80. Actress Linda Lavin is 78. Rock musician Don Stevenson (Moby

Grape) is 73. Actress-director Penny Marshall is 72. Baseball Hall of Famer Jim Palmer is 70.

Singer-musician Richard Carpenter is 69. Actor Victor Banerjee is 69. Former tennis player

Roscoe Tanner is 64. Singer Tito Jackson is 62. Actor-comedian Larry Miller is 62. Actor Jere

Burns is 61. Actress Tanya Roberts is 60. Movie director Mira Nair is 58. Britain's Duchess of

York, Sarah Ferguson, is 56. Chef Emeril Lagasse is 56. Rock musician Mark Reznicek (REHZ'-

nih-chehk) is 53. Singer Eric Benet is 49. Actress Vanessa Marcil is 47. Singer-actress-TV host

Paige Davis is 46. Country singer Kimberly Schlapman (Little Big Town) is 46. Actor Dominic

West is 46. Rhythm-and-blues singer Ginuwine is 45. Actor Chris Olivero is 36. Christian

singer-actress Jaci (JAK'-ee) Velasquez is 36. Actor Brandon Jay McLaren is 35. Rhythm-and-

blues singer Keyshia Cole is 34. Tennis player Elena Dementieva is 34. Actor Vincent

Martella is 23. Actress Bailee Madison is 16.



Thought for Today: "A friend to all is a friend to none." - Aristotle, Greek philosopher (384

B.C.-322 B.C.).

Got a story to share?

Got a story to share? A favorite memory of your AP days? Don't keep
them to yourself. Share with your colleagues by sending to Ye Olde
Connecting Editor. And don't forget to include photos!

Here are some suggestions:

- Spousal support - How your spouse helped in supporting your work
during your AP career. 
- My most unusual story - tell us about an unusual, off the wall story
that you covered.
- "My boo boos - A silly mistake that you make"- a chance to 'fess
up with a memorable mistake in your journalistic career.
- Multigenerational AP families - profiles of families whose service

spanned two or more generations.
- Volunteering - benefit your colleagues by sharing volunteer stories - with ideas on such
work they can do themselves.
- First job - How did you get your first job in journalism?
- Connecting "selfies" - a word and photo self-profile of you and your career, and what you
are doing today. Both for new members and those who have been with us a while.
- Life after AP for those of you who have moved on to another job or profession.
- Most unusual place a story assignment took you.
 
Paul Stevens
Editor
Connecting newsletter
stevenspl@live.com
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