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The Arch and the girdles
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Wick Temple

Fred Waters

                                                                                          David Carson/St. Louis Post
Dispatch

Colleagues,

Good Friday morning!

This is the story of the Arch and the girdles.

Fifty years ago this week, the St. Louis Gateway Arch - one
of the iconic structures in the United States - was completed.
Two of the Associated Press journalists who covered the
construction and completion of the arch were St. Louis
Correspondent Wick Temple and St. Louis photographer
Fred Waters.

A celebration of the 50th anniversary
has been held this week in St. Louis.

Wick Temple moved on from St. Louis
to chief of bureau in Helena and
Seattle, and then into New York
headquarters positions of sports

editor, managing editor, director of Human Resources, and at
the time of his death in February 2003, vice president for
newspaper membership. Waters, who had a distinguished AP
career in Southeast Asia before coming to St. Louis, died in
2013.



                                                                                                               AP/Fred Waters

One of Wick's favorite stories was the one he wrote as the arch was nearing
completion. In that story, he wrote:

"One standing joke says that when the last sections are placed, the two legs won't
meet. A newspaper cartoon to that effect has been reproduced by arch workmen
and pinned to bulletin boards as a reminder than an error of a quarter of an inch
could provide St. Louis with a $29 million embarrassment. "It'll meet," said Gus
Budde, information officer for the National Park Service. "If it doesn't, we'll take up a
collection of a million old girdles and stretch it into place."

Wick's story moved all over the world, and as he would relate later, the park service
was flooded with hundreds of girdles that were mailed in to help the cause. They
were stored in a warehouse, as the story goes. What became of them, no one
knows. But the two legs merged together perfectly without them.

Paul
 

On war, food and leaving Iraq: 
A letter from Baghdad



 

By Zahra Hankir

Florence of Arabia
 
 
Vivian Salama, (pictured above), who's covered the Middle East as a journalist for more
than a decade, has served as Baghdad bureau chief at the Associated Press for 18 months.
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During her time in the Iraqi capital, she has overseen stories dealing with the Islamic State's
takeover of large swathes of the country, the displaced Yazidi community, the U.S.-led
airstrikes against ISIS and the digitisation of the national library, among countless others.
She also interviewed the Prime Minister of the war-torn country, Haidar Al-Abadi, in
addition to former PM, Nouri al-Maliki.
 
Salama, an Egyptian-American, is set to leave Baghdad for a Deputy Political Editor post in
Washington D.C. on November 24.
 
In this very special piece, written exclusively for Florence of Arabia, she offers a refreshing,
heartfelt personal account of her experience in Iraq - in the context of the many meals she
shared with politicians, tribesmen and her colleagues.
 
The pictures and accompanying captions are all from Salama's Instagram account, which I
highly recommend you follow.
 
For the sake of transparency, I should probably reveal that Salama has also served as the
bureau chief of some of my deepest, darkest secrets for the past five years, and that she
occasionally makes me laugh until my back hurts. Call me biased, but I am and will proudly
remain her Number One FanFriend.

Enjoy. I sure did.

By Vivian Salama
 
My Iraqi colleagues think I'm a vegetarian.

I eat chicken, turkey, fish, lamb, pork and - on occasion - I will eat beef. However, the fact
that I don't eat some form of red meat every. single. day, often for breakfast, virtually
qualifies me as a vegetarian by Iraqi standards.

I discovered this the hard way when, for my first Thanksgiving as the AP's Baghdad bureau
chief, I decided to cook an all-American feast for the press corp.

To my astonishment, our house manager turned up one day with two gorgeous turkeys
from the local market, frozen and plump (versus semi-plucked and still gobbling, which is
what I was bracing for).

There was sweet potato with sugared pecans, three-cheese macaroni, salads, gravy, pies,
and - in the absence of cranberry sauce - I invented a pomegranate/beets concoction that
got rave reviews.

Click here to read more.
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Connecting mailbox
 
Everybody has a Roy Steinfort story

Kent Prince - Everybody has a Roy Steinfort story.  I remember a state broadcast
meeting, probably in the late 70s, when Steinfort took advantage of the opportunity
for a trip to his old stomping grounds in New Orleans where he his AP career had
started. A bunch of us, broadcasters and AP reps, were sitting in the lounge at the
Royal Orleans in the French Quarter. It was Saturday and the lone staffer in the
office called to tell me the 5th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals had issued some
important decision that we needed for the wire. I laughed and said we were looking
out the window at the 5th Circuit but that we were all tied up. I said I'd try to figure
out some way to cover it on overtime. Steinfort asked what was up. When I told him,
he volunteered. He said he wasn't doing anything and could walk across the street
as easy as anybody. So he did; he went over, picked up the opinion and called in a
story. I don't remember whether we gave him a by-line.
 
-0-
 
Who could be mean to someone in VW Beetle?
 
Bill Kaczor - Here's a decent although probably not great lede, but what really
made it memorable was the display that the piece received - perhaps a new
Connecting category - as the cover story for the Chicago Sun-Times' auto section
(see attachments):

TALLAHASSEE, Fla. _ The butterfly decals
on the front bumper, flowers in the
dashboard vase and lime-green paint job
only confirmed Dennis Slice's perception of
a Volkswagen Beetle parked in a lot at
Florida State University.
 
Slice, a shape analysis researcher, said the
narrow body, wide-eyed circular headlights,
tall windshield and curve of the bug's hood
match the facial features of a smiling
woman or child.
"This is the classic cute car - not dominant,
not aggressive," said Slice, an associate
professor of scientific computing at FSU. "I
don't think anyone could be mean to
someone else in a Volkswagen Beetle."
 
Slice and fellow researchers at Austria's Vienna University, where he's a guest
professor, are exploring the widely held belief that cars project personalities
because they look like human faces when viewed head-on.



 
I happened to be visiting my mother in Chicago when I picked up a Sun-Times and
was floored when I saw the auto section after first reading the sports and news
sections. I went back and picked up another copy that I sent to Professor Slice who
bears little resemblance to the Einstein-like cartoon on the cover.

 
 

AP PHOTOS:
Cuba's trains offer fine-grained look
at country
 



 

By RAMON ESPINOSA
 
SANTIAGO, Cuba (AP) - From east to the west, trains offer a fine-grained, slow-moving view
of Cuba that few foreigners ever see.

Goats graze alongside tracks in the countryside, forcing trains to brake to avoid hitting
them. Old American sedans line up at a crossing while locomotives pass. Horse-drawn carts
cross the rails after a train has gone by.

A boy hitches a ride home from school with a train's engineer. A man on horseback rides
alongside tracks that used to carry tons of sugar from Cuba's now withered sugar industry.
A young man boards with goats to sell in Havana.

While the island is slowly modernizing its rail system, mistreatment and theft of railway
property by the people it was built to serve ensure it remains the slowest way to get
around already slow-moving Cuba.

The trip from Havana to Santiago, 475 miles (765 kilometers) to the east, takes an average
of 15 hours, if the train doesn't break down. A slightly more reliable train with air
conditioning currently is not running while it undergoes repairs.

On the way from one end of the country to the other, families chat and try to catch a few
minutes of sleep stretched out between rattling seats. The train's rocking lulls children to
sleep under the eye of adult relatives. Men stand next to an open train door, chatting.

Click here to read more.
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In August, an abandoned Colorado gold mine spewed 3 million gallons of toxic wastewater,
sending yellow-colored sludge downstream and contaminating three rivers with heavy
metals. Billings correspondent Matt Brown, who has covered the legacy of abandoned
mines in the West, quickly jumped into the reporting about the spill, which was triggered by
an Environmental Protection Agency cleanup crew.  

As part of his reporting, Brown made several written and public records requests to the
EPA, but the agency repeatedly tried to ignore him or released only partial information. On
one occasion, the EPA released documents in the middle of a weekend night in an apparent
effort to control the message. 

As the EPA stalled, Brown also cultivated sources within the Interior Department, which had
been charged with issuing an independent report to Congress on the spill. As the release
date for that report grew closer, Brown convinced Interior officials to let the AP publish it
first, arguing that members of Congress could very well spin its findings. He also arranged
agency interviews to ensure he understood the report's technical findings.

The Interior Department report squarely blamed the EPA for the Gold King spill, saying the
cleanup crew rushed its work and triggered the very blowout it hoped to avoid. It found the
crew could have safely gauged the danger of a blowout and planned its excavation
accordingly. But with the agreement of Colorado mining officials, the crew assumed a mine
shaft was only partially inundated. The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers weighed in, asking
why the EPA was so insistent on starting work without more information about the
complexities involved.

Brown's Oct. 22 NewsBreak moved an hour before the report was delivered to Congress,
according to the office of Colorado Rep. Scott Tipton, who represents the mine district, and
it beat The Denver Post by 40 minutes. An Interior official told Brown his story "scared all
the others off the water" _ meaning it was that definitive. More than 700 customers used
the story, which trended second only to Hillary Rodham Clinton's Benghazi testimony that
day. 

The story was the latest scoop on the spill by Brown, who previously reported that the EPA
knew the abandoned mine was at risk of a catastrophic blowout a year before it happened;
that only a fraction of the 500,000 abandoned mines in the U.S. have been cleaned up; and
that the EPA stopped cleanup work at 10 other mining complexes after the Gold King
blowout. 

For putting and keeping AP ahead on this accountability story, Brown wins this week's $300
Best of the States award.

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001KRbC-NzXSJEp6dbCrLvmFoFg7miCRo4d4a3CoBQjXWQW5PAYDXSFuZn8PxRavNWCurV0NmTraKwNXsdaD_uriBDc8QYcpqmO6Mlc14SYfCrQasv_9Wsw8DlsHyDwcWB0r36l4eBl6gHy7fZ9CDCXB8wiIZU8C_MQ_gr_c_q40AuG7c8xGA0ndRidj5XcUza-_olFJzuPauVmkOuqUcq9MOhawfcyEibmHDelWhKgMUPUbmRrjgAb_3_cCbmVR7gvKP47n8mpXzM=&c=KDRk8FwJFCWY_naABGKv9nsi2A47ZxTpmdKfoZXliqirPB5tZk8fCw==&ch=UlcXnl2f-cRwBhru2diBDtH_MtgyfQ8RWfu-ynQS1ZURUPB2a0uMHg==


Connecting wishes Happy Birthday

 
To

Warren Lerude  (Email) 

Carl Manning  (Email)

 

Welcome to Connecting

  
Jim Spehar  (Email)

 

Stories of interest
Klugman announces retirement; Skufca to be new JG editor  (Fort
Wayne Journal Gazette)
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Friday, Nov. 20, Craig Klugman will be coming to work
as editor of The Journal Gazette for the final time. After
33 years of guiding the newsroom's news and editorial
report, he has announced he is retiring.

Sherry Skufca, managing editor of The Journal Gazette
since 1989, will succeed Klugman as editor. 

Jim Touvell, assistant managing editor in charge of the
design and copy desks, will be promoted to managing
editor.

Klugman began his Journal Gazette tenure in 1982 and
the newspaper has won numerous state and national
awards under his leadership, including the Hoosier
State Press Association's Blue Ribbon Newspaper of the
Year award. Inducted into the Indiana Journalism Hall
of Fame in 2009, he previously received HSPA's Distinguished Service Award as well as the
Hoosier Intellectual Freedom Award.

"We could not have asked for a better editor, a better advocate for the public's right to
open government or a better mentor for our journalists," said Journal Gazette Publisher
Julie Inskeep. "Craig has made contributing to journalistic excellence his career and,
thankfully, I don't expect him to stop working on that." 

After graduating from Indiana University's Department of Journalism, Klugman was hired as
a copy editor at the Chicago Sun-Times, later serving as its assistant managing
editor/features. He then taught at Northwestern University's Medill School of Journalism,
where he became director of undergraduate studies, before coming to Fort Wayne.

Klugman has served for many years on the Indiana University Publications Board, has
judged the Pulitzer Prizes, and has been active in the American Society of News Editors,
chairing its Freedom of Information and International committees and serving as editor of
ASNE's Bulletin.

Click here to read more.
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Is there an ideal time of day to read news? A site called Twelve Thirty Six has
one idea (you'll never guess)   (Nieman)

When is the best time to send out an email newsletter? Morning and evening are
certainly popular choices: Quartz goes for wakeup time (wherever you are in the
world), while Vox chooses 8 p.m.. At Nieman Lab, as you surely already know, we
send out our weekday newsletter at 3 p.m Eastern.

Twelve Thirty Six, "Toronto's new lunchtime tabloid," has decided on - you guessed it -
12:36 p.m.

That is, of course, lunchtime, when a lot of people are taking a break anyway, but
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Twelve Thirty Six editor Marc Weisblott (the former news editor of Canada.com) also
thinks that time represents a natural ebb in the news flow, thus making it a good
opportunity to catch people up. A lot of chatter and online activity surrounding the
news happen either early in the morning, before 9 a.m., or at night between 10 p.m.
and midnight. "By putting something together in the mid-to-late morning for
distribution around noon, I'm getting the best of the clock," he argues.
 
Click here to read more.
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Investigative beat reporting endures, but I worry about it

By Steve Buttry

America needs skeptical, curious reporters reading through boring reports to find seeds of
potential stories.

That's how Sarah Karp of Catalyst Chicago dug up the Chicago Public Schools corruption
story that produced a scandal and a guilty plea to criminal charges. I won't detail the story
here, but I encourage you to read the account by Sam Levine of Huffington Post.

I'll just make a few points that concern me about the current and future state of journalism:

Click here to read more.
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GOP candidates stumble badly on fake historical quotes  (MSNBC)
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By Steve Benen
One of the more persistent troubles with the field of Republican presidential
candidates is that candidates love sharing made-up quotes from historical figures.
Ben Carson, for example, is a repeat offender.

But Sen. Rand Paul (R-Ky.) tends to be in a league of his own, relying with great
frequency on historical quotes that are "fake, misquoted, or taken entirely out of
context."
Yesterday, BuzzFeed's Andrew Kaczynski and Megan Apper went so far as to send
Rand Paul a letter, documenting multiple instances in which the Kentucky
Republican falsely attributed quotes - in print and in speeches - to Thomas
Jefferson, James Madison, Patrick Henry, Abraham Lincoln, and George
Washington. The journalists' letter pleaded with the senator, "Stop using fake
Founding Fathers quotes."

Click here to read more.
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Today in History - October 30, 2015
 
By The Associated Press
 
Today is Friday, Oct. 30, the 303rd day of 2015. There are 62 days left in the year.

Today's Highlight in History:

On Oct. 30, 1965, the miniskirt had its "coming out," of sorts. British model Jean Shrimpton
scandalized onlookers by showing up for Victoria Derby Day at Flemington Racecourse in
Melbourne, Australia, in a white, sleeveless shift dress that had a hem four inches above
her knees. (Shrimpton was also criticized for not wearing a hat, gloves or stockings to such a
formal occasion.)

On this date:

In 1735, the second president of the United States, John Adams, was born in Braintree,
Massachusetts.

In 1864, Helena, Montana, was founded.

In 1921, the silent film classic "The Sheik," starring Rudolph Valentino, premiered in Los
Angeles.



In 1938, the radio play "The War of the Worlds," starring Orson Welles, aired on CBS.

In 1945, the U.S. government announced the end of shoe rationing, effective at midnight.

In 1953, Gen. George C. Marshall was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize. Dr. Albert Schweitzer
received the Peace Prize for 1952.

In 1961, the Soviet Union tested a hydrogen bomb, the "Tsar Bomba," with a force
estimated at about 50 megatons. The Soviet Party Congress unanimously approved a
resolution ordering the removal of Josef Stalin's body from Lenin's tomb.

In 1974, Muhammad Ali knocked out George Foreman in the eighth round of a 15-round
bout in Kinshasa, Zaire (zah-EER'), known as the "Rumble in the Jungle," to regain his world
heavyweight title.

In 1975, the New York Daily News ran the headline "Ford to City: Drop Dead" a day after
President Gerald R. Ford said he would veto any proposed federal bailout of New York City.

In 1985, schoolteacher-astronaut Christa McAuliffe witnessed the launch of the space
shuttle Challenger, the same craft that carried her and six other crew members to their
deaths in January 1986.

In 1997, a jury in Cambridge, Massachusetts, convicted British au pair Louise Woodward of
second-degree murder in the death of 8-month-old Matthew Eappen. (The judge, Hiller B.
Zobel, later reduced the verdict to manslaughter and set Woodward free.)

In 2000, comedian, television host, author and composer Steve Allen died in Encino,
California, at age 78.

Ten years ago: The body of Rosa Parks arrived at the U.S. Capitol, where the civil rights icon
became the first woman to lie in honor in the Rotunda; President George W. Bush and
congressional leaders paused to lay wreaths by her casket. Baseball Hall of Fame catcher
and manager Al Lopez died in Tampa, Florida, at age 97.

Five years ago: President Barack Obama implored voters to resist a Republican tide,
warning that if the GOP prevailed in midterm elections, all the progress of his first two
years in office could be "rolled back." Comedians Stephen Colbert and Jon Stewart
headlined a "Rally to Restore Sanity and/or Fear" in Washington attended by tens of
thousands. The Texas Rangers beat San Francisco 4-2, cutting the Giants' World Series edge
to 2-1.

One year ago: Israel closed all access to Jerusalem's most sensitive religious site, revered by
Jews as the Temple Mount and Muslims as the Noble Sanctuary, in a rare move that
ratcheted up tensions after the attempted assassination of a Jewish religious activist and
the killing of a Palestinian suspect in the case by security forces. Thomas Menino, Boston's
longest-serving mayor, died at age 71.

Today's Birthdays: Actor Dick Gautier is 84. Movie director Claude Lelouch is 78. Rock singer



Grace Slick is 76. Songwriter Eddie Holland is 76. Rhythm-and-blues singer Otis Williams
(The Temptations) is 74. Actress Joanna Shimkus is 72. Actor Henry Winkler is 70. Broadcast
journalist Andrea Mitchell is 69. Rock musician Chris Slade (Asia) is 69. Country/rock
musician Timothy B. Schmit (The Eagles) is 68. Actor Leon Rippy is 66. Actor Harry Hamlin is
64. Actor Charles Martin Smith is 62. Country singer T. Graham Brown is 61. Actor Kevin
Pollak is 58. Actor Michael Beach is 52. Rock singer-musician Gavin Rossdale (Bush) is 50.
Actor Jack Plotnick is 47. Comedian Ben Bailey is 45. Actress Nia Long is 45. Country singer
Kassidy Osborn (SHeDAISY) (sh-DAY'-zee) is 39. Actor Gael Garcia Bernal is 37. Actor
Matthew Morrison is 37. Actor Shaun Sipos (SEE'-pohs) is 34. Ivanka Trump is 34. Actress
Janel (juh-NEHL') Parrish is 27. Actor Tequan Richmond is 23.

Thought for Today: "There are things that are known and things that are unknown; in
between are doors." - William Blake, English poet (1757-1827).

Got a story to share?

Got a story to share? A favorite memory of your AP days? Don't keep
them to yourself. Share with your colleagues by sending to Ye Olde
Connecting Editor. And don't forget to include photos!

Here are some suggestions:

- Spousal support - How your spouse helped in supporting your work
during your AP career. 
- My most unusual story - tell us about an unusual, off the wall story
that you covered.
- "My boo boos - A silly mistake that you make"- a chance to 'fess
up with a memorable mistake in your journalistic career.
- Multigenerational AP families - profiles of families whose service

spanned two or more generations.
- Volunteering - benefit your colleagues by sharing volunteer stories - with ideas on such
work they can do themselves.
- First job - How did you get your first job in journalism?
- Connecting "selfies" - a word and photo self-profile of you and your career, and what you
are doing today. Both for new members and those who have been with us a while.
- Life after AP for those of you who have moved on to another job or profession.
- Most unusual place a story assignment took you.
 
Paul Stevens
Editor
Connecting newsletter
stevenspl@live.com
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