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Colleagues,

Good Monday morning!

Especially if you're a fan of the Kansas City Royals, winners last night in 12
innings of the 111th World Series by overwhelming the New York Mets, 4 games to
1.

And especially if you're the proud father or husband of competitors with
Associated Press family ties who ran in Sunday's New York Marathon - as you'll
read about in today's issue of Connecting.

In The Final Word, we include a chart spotted on Facebook - with an invitation to
you to share your own pet peeves of misused words or phrases.  Send them along
to Ye Olde Connecting Editor.

Have a great day - and here's to a wonderful month of November.

Paul

 

AP presence at New York Marathon
There were family ties to at least several Connecting colleagues among runners in
the New York Marathon on Sunday. If you had such a tie and I missed it, send
along to me today.

Ellen Connell, daughter of former AP Washington journalist Chris Connell and his wife
Nancy, competed in her first marathon after days earlier passing the New York Bar.
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Jeanne Hamrick, wife of former AP broadcast journalist Mark Hamrick, ran the
marathon a week after running her sixth Marine Corps marathon. She is a
professional communicator working for the American Red Cross. She is shown
below with her brother Joe Golanka, who was her running partner.
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Jennifer Volanakis, daughter of Connecting editor Paul Stevens and his wife
Linda, who ran her first marathon at age 41, training for it while keeping up with
her and husband Andy's two young sons, Max and Teddy. "This was the girl who,
growing up, hated to sweat," Linda recalled.

 

Connecting mailbox
 
Roy Steinfort was genuine, caring, fun
 
Pat Milton (Email) - Thank you for the great postings on Roy. I loved them. Roy
would have too. And thank you for all the wonderful emails I received this week
about Roy. 

mailto:Miltonp@cbsnews.com


Roy would have agreed that he
considered himself a U.S Marine at heart.
He was proud of the Corps. He always
had Joe Rosenthal's famous Iwo Jima
photograph prominently displayed in our
home. Rosenthal signed it: "To Roy
Steinfort, who was there when we needed
him." They became great friends through
the years. 

Roy surely would have enjoyed the stories
about him in the last few issues of
Connecting. The Marines, flying, and The
AP, were such an integral part of him. Roy
was a genuine person. He was strong,
principled, kind, caring and a lot of fun. He

cherished his friends and left a lasting imprint on anyone who was fortunate
enough to have crossed his path. 
I miss him every day. Semper Fi!

Pat Milton
Roy Steinfort's wife and former AP reporter

And Pat, who is senior producer, investigations, for CBS News, shared this photo
that shows, from left:  Hugh Mulligan, Keith Fuller and Roy.
 



Roy, Keith, and Hugh all joined The Associated Press the same month in The AP
New Orleans Bureau. They became instant friends and were very close for the rest
of their lives.

They even owned a boat together in New Orleans, The Betty Lou, the name when
they bought it.  However, Keith banned Mulligan from stepping foot on the boat --
even though he paid 1/3 of the purchase price---because the first time Mulligan
climbed aboard mayonnaise leaked from his roast beef sandwich all over the teak.

Fuller went onto to become President of AP, Roy, Vice President of Broadcast
Services, and Mulligan a celebrated writer and columnist.
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No ink, air for 'bloviating nitwits'

Ray Newton - Boy, do I agree with the opinion in "We in the Media Do
Suck." (See Saturday's Connecting)  Quit giving ink and air to these bloviating
nitwits.
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Life has its moments

Gene Herrick - Life is full of dramatic moments and events - some of them good, and
some of them bad.

On vacation last week in Emerald Isle, N.C., a retired AP staffer came upon the following
scene:

A middle-aged woman was taking pictures of some of her family sitting on a bench in front
of an ice cream parlor. There also were two black Labrador dogs - one bigger and older,
and the other younger. Both were about to eat cups of ice cream with a dog biscuit
sticking out of each. I offered to take a picture which would include the woman. You
know, a family shot with the dogs included.

When I spoke to the lady, she quickly turned to me with tears rolling down her cheek.
"The ice cream is a special treat for our pets," she said. "You see, as soon as we are
finished I am taking one of the dogs to be put down. This is her last treat."
No, I didn't get names or take a picture. There are times when privacy is more important.

-0-

Today in History item recalls rocket attack in Vietnam

Darrell Condon - " In 1968, President Lyndon B. Johnson ordered a halt to all U.S.
bombing of North Vietnam, saying he hoped for fruitful peace negotiations." (Today in
History from Saturday.)

I didn't recall the exact date when the bombing was halted but I do recall the next 18
straight nights we spent in the bunkers under rocket attack. I remember at the time the
main question we had was "what the hell is Johnson thinking? " It was my first taste of the
politicians helping with the war effort.

Connecting profile - Jamie Stengle

Jamie Stengle (Email) - I began my career with The Associated Press in 1998
in Little Rock, Arkansas. I started there as an editorial assistant before being
upgraded to a reporter. Not long after arriving, I was thrown into my first major story
when a tourist boat sank in a lake in Hot Springs, killing 13 people. 
 
I went to the AP bureau in Dallas in 2001, where over the years I've covered beats

mailto:jlstengle@gmail.com


including health, entertainment, lifestyles and
education. Stories I've covered have included the
separation of Egyptian twin boys born conjoined
at the head, Karl Lagerfeld bringing a Chanel
show in Dallas, the return of the television show
"Dallas" to its namesake city and the trial of the
man convicted of fatally shooting "American
Sniper" author Chris Kyle. I also consider myself
very lucky to have been in Dallas as the city
marked the 50th anniversary of the assassination
of President John F. Kennedy. It was an amazing
opportunity to combine my love of history with
storytelling. It was also such an honor to be able
to interview people who were there that day and
were gracious enough, 50 years later, to tell their
story to one more reporter. The stories included a
look at what led to Dallas getting the label "City of
Hate" in the aftermath of the assassination.
 
I grew up in Yukon, Oklahoma, a suburb of Oklahoma City. I'm the oldest of three
girls. My career path was probably set when I joined the yearbook staff back in high
school. At OSU I majored in journalism and got a minor in history. Outside of work,
I'm usually busy planning my next travel adventure. Most recently I went to
Hungary, Slovenia and Italy. 
 

A look inside AP's investigation
on officer sex misconduct
 
When an Oklahoma City police officer was charged last year with sexually assaulting or
exploiting 12 women and a teenage girl, The Associated Press wanted to know how often
officers nationwide are accused of sexual misdeeds. The question has no easy answer
because no federal accounting of police misconduct exists. However, most states have
standards and training commissions that can strip officers of their law enforcement
licenses for misconduct. That administrative process is commonly known as
decertification.

Over a yearlong period, the AP collected and analyzed decertification records nationwide
from 2009 through 2014. Of the nearly 9,000 cases in which officers were decertified,
about 1,000 officers lost their licenses for conduct that the AP found included sexual
assault, sex crimes such as possessing child pornography and misconduct that ranged from
propositioning citizens to consensual but prohibited on-duty intercourse.



The AP compared the cases to a federal government standard to determine whether the
officers' actions amounted to sexual assault or involved other forms of sexual misconduct.
The U.S. Justice Department defines sexual assault as "any type of sexual contact or
behavior that occurs without the explicit consent of the recipient," including forced sexual
intercourse or sodomy, child molestation, incest, fondling and attempted rape.

While the AP's review is the most comprehensive available - 41 states provided
decertification information - the number is an undercount. Some states did not provide
information, and even among states that did, some reported no officers removed for
sexual misdeeds even though cases were identified via official records and news stories.
Six states, including some with the nation's largest law enforcement agencies, said they
did not decertify officers for misconduct and kept no official tally of officer wrongdoing.
They are California, Hawaii, Massachusetts, New Jersey, New York and Rhode Island. Three
states - Louisiana, Maryland and North Carolina - did not provide information to the AP.
The District of Columbia said it had no process for certification.

Standards for revoking an officer's license varied: Almost every state in the U.S. can
decertify an officer convicted of a felony. More than 30 have the ability to also decertify
for misconduct that may not be criminal. But some states have no reporting requirements,
leaving it to local law enforcement to seek the removal of an officer's license or instead let
him or her quietly leave the force.

The quality of information in the decertification records also varied widely.

Florida provided the most detailed review, sharing copies of its statewide database of
officers' employment histories and discipline reports. Georgia supplied spreadsheets with
the names and offenses of officers disciplined for misconduct and access to an online
database of information. About 20 states provided a list of all decertified officers' names,
agencies and dates and reasons for decertification.

Minnesota refused to name the officers it decertified, though it provided their agencies
and reason for decertification. Oklahoma refused to let the AP review all of its files, and
released records only for officers it said were decertified for sexual misconduct.

In determining whether an officer had committed sexual misconduct, the AP mostly relied
on what a state gave as its reason for decertification. But a cause for decertification was
not always clearly stated in the records. Some states gave vague reasons, such as "conduct
unbecoming an officer" or "voluntary surrender," for officers who the AP later found -
through additional state information, court or other official records, or media accounts -
had actions that met the federal definition of sexual assault or constituted another sex
crime or sexual misconduct.

Not all decertified officers face charges or a trial, where the standard of proof is "beyond a
reasonable doubt." State commissions generally apply a "preponderance of the evidence"



standard in deciding whether to revoke a law enforcement license.

The AP found fewer than a dozen cases among the sex-related decertifications it studied
in which an officer was acquitted in court or later on appeal. Those officers' licenses were
not reinstated, and the cases were included in AP's count. It is also possible for officers to
appeal their decertifications and later regain their licenses.

Click here for a link to this story.

Connecting wishes Happy Birthday
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Jacqui Cook  (Email)

Tom Eblen  (Email)

Pete Leabo  (Email)

John Lumpkin  (Email)
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Got your own pet peeves on misused words or phrases? Send
along today to the Connecting editor.

 Stories of interest

Divided baseball writers will vote on whether to let MLB.com

scribes into their association  

  (Poynter)



America's baseball writers have set the stage for finally resolving a hotly debated

decision: Should writers for Major League Baseball's website be allowed membership in

their association?

The decision could have come as early as this weekend when the New York Mets hosted

the World Series at Citi Field. But, in a sign of the times as newspapers and other

traditional media cut costs, not enough writers were at the World Series, which ended

early Monday, for a full-scale meeting on the topic.

For exampl

e: neither Chicago daily - the Tribune or Sun-Times - sent their baseball writers to the

climax of the season they covered. That once would have been unfathomable. It's now a

rule that proves the exception.

Derrick Goold of the St. Louis Post-Dispatch, the newly elected president of the 500-

member Baseball Writers' Association of America, confirmed Sunday that only about 40

members surfaced for a meeting at Citi Field on Saturday.

The overwhelming, if not unanimous, consensus was to table the MLB.com issue until

next month in Nashville, he said. That's when baseball's annual winter meetings will

take place. Those sessions, along with a January meeting in Boca Raton, Florida o

f general managers, now tend to draw more members since they're seen as a

more effective use of time and money.

Click here to read more.
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O.C. Register owner files for bankruptcy protection; CEO's group
plans bid (Los Angeles Times)
 
 

Freedom Communications Inc., owner of the Orange County Register, filed for
bankruptcy protection Sunday, and its chief executive said he plans to lead a bid to
acquire the troubled newspaper company.

The Santa Ana-based newspaper firm, which also owns the Riverside Press-
Enterprise, filed for Chapter 11 reorganization in U.S. Bankruptcy Court's Central
District of California.

The move is the latest episode in the turmoil that has beset the newspaper market
in Southern California, where civic leaders have urged a return to local control at
the Los Angeles Times after its Chicago-based owner fired Times publisher Austin
Beutner in September.

Click here to read more.

Today in History - November 2,
2015
By The Associated Press

Today is Monday, Nov. 2, the 306th day of 2015. There are 59 days left in the year.

Today's Highlight in History:

On Nov. 2, 1865, the 29th president of the United States, Warren Gamaliel
Harding, was born near Marion, Ohio.

On this date:

In 1795, the 11th president of the United States, James Knox Polk, was born in
Mecklenburg County, North Carolina.
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In 1889, North Dakota and South Dakota became the 39th and 40th states with the
signing of proclamations by President Benjamin Harrison.

In 1914, during World War I, Russia declared war on the Ottoman Empire.

In 1936, the British Broadcasting Corp. inaugurated "high-definition" television
service from Alexandra Palace in London.

In 1947, Howard Hughes piloted his huge wooden flying boat, the Hughes H-4
Hercules (derisively dubbed the "Spruce Goose" by detractors), on its only flight,
which lasted about a minute over Long Beach Harbor in California.

In 1948, President Harry S. Truman surprised the experts by winning a narrow
upset over Republican challenger Thomas E. Dewey.

In 1950, playwright George Bernard Shaw, 94, died in Ayot St. Lawrence,
Hertfordshire, England.

In 1963, South Vietnamese President Ngo Dihn Diem (noh ding ZEE'-em) was
assassinated in a military coup.

In 1979, black militant JoAnne Chesimard escaped from a New Jersey prison,
where she'd been serving a life sentence for the 1973 slaying of New Jersey state
trooper Werner Foerster. (Chesimard, who took the name Assata Shakur, is
believed to be living in Cuba.)

In 1984, Velma Barfield, convicted of fatally poisoning boyfriend Stuart Taylor, was
put to death by injection in Raleigh, North Carolina, becoming the first woman
executed in the United States since 1962.

In 1994, a jury in Pensacola, Florida, convicted Paul Hill of murder for the shotgun
slayings of abortion provider Dr. John Britton and Britton's bodyguard; Hill was
executed in September 2003.

In 2000, an American astronaut and two Russian cosmonauts became the first
residents of the international space station, christening it Alpha.

Ten years ago: The Bush administration released details of its potential flu
pandemic strategy, saying a pandemic that hit the United States would force cities
to ration scarce drugs and vaccine and house the sick in hotels or schools if
hospitals were to overflow. A Detroit church packed with 4,000 mourners
celebrated the life of Rosa Parks in an impassioned, song-filled funeral.
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Five years ago: Republicans won control of the House of Representatives, picking
up 63 seats in midterm elections, while Democrats retained a majority in the
Senate; Republican governors outnumbered Democrats after gaining six states.
Californians rejected a ballot measure that would have made their state the first to
legalize marijuana for recreational use. Surfing champion Andy Irons, 32, was
found dead in a Dallas-area hotel room. (An autopsy found that Irons had died from
sudden cardiac arrest due to severe blockage of a main artery.)

One year ago: Islamic State group extremists shot dead at least 50 Iraqi men,
women and children from the same Sunni tribe. A Taliban suicide bomber killed 60
in an attack on a paramilitary checkpoint in Pakistan close to the Wagah border
crossing with India. Kenya's Wilson Kipsang and Mary Keitany won the New York
City Marathon. (Kipsang finished in 2:10:55 - while Keitany won the women's race
in 2:25:07.) Daredevil Nik Wallenda wowed Chicago and the world with two hair-
raising skyscraper crossings on high wires without a safety net or a harness. Jazz
clarinetist Acker Bilk, 85, died in Bath, England.

Today's Birthdays: Singer Jay Black (Jay and the Americans) is 77. Political
commentator Patrick Buchanan is 77. Actress Stefanie Powers is 73. Author Shere
(shehr) Hite is 73. Rock musician Keith Emerson (Emerson, Lake and Palmer) is
71. Country-rock singer-songwriter J.D. Souther is 70. Actress Kate Linder is 68.
Rock musician Carter Beauford (The Dave Matthews Band) is 58. Actor Peter
Mullan is 56. Singer-songwriter k.d. lang is 54. Rock musician Bobby Dall (Poison)
is 52. Pulitzer Prize-winning playwright Lynn Nottage is 51. Actress Lauren Velez is
51. Actor Sean Kanan is 49. Actor David Schwimmer is 49. Christian/jazz singer
Alvin Chea (Take 6) is 48. Wisconsin Gov. Scott Walker is 48. Rock singer-
musician Neal Casal is 47. Rock musician Fieldy is 46. Actress Meta Golding is 44.
Rock singer-musician John Hampson (Nine Days) is 44. Rhythm-and-blues singer
Timothy Christian Riley (Tony Toni Tone) is 41. Rapper Nelly is 41. Prodigy (Mobb
Deep) is 41. Actor Danny Cooksey is 40. Rock musician Chris Walla is 40. Country
singer Erika Jo is 29. Actor-singer Kendall Schmidt is 25.

Thought for Today: "Our most dangerous tendency is to expect too much of
government, and at the same time do for it too little."  President Warren G.
Harding (18651923).

Got a story to share?
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Got a story to share? A favorite memory of your AP days? Don't
keep them to yourself. Share with your colleagues by sending to Ye
Olde Connecting Editor. And don't forget to include photos!

Here are some suggestions:

- Spousal support - How your spouse helped in supporting your
work during your AP career. 
- My most unusual story - tell us about an unusual, off the wall
story that you covered.
- "My boo boos - A silly mistake that you make"- a chance to 'fess
up with a memorable mistake in your journalistic career.
- Multigenerational AP families - profiles of families whose service

spanned two or more generations.
- Volunteering - benefit your colleagues by sharing volunteer stories - with ideas on such
work they can do themselves.
- First job - How did you get your first job in journalism?
- Connecting "selfies" - a word and photo self-profile of you and your career, and what
you are doing today. Both for new members and those who have been with us a while.
- Life after AP for those of you who have moved on to another job or profession.
- Most unusual place a story assignment took you.
 
Paul Stevens
Editor
Connecting newsletter
stevenspl@live.com
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