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Colleagues,

Good Thursday morning!

Mention last week of Wick Temple and the 50th anniversary of the St. Louis
Gateway Arch got me to thinking about the rich history of the AP's St. Louis bureau.
Wick was St. Louis correspondent when the arch was completed.

I researched the bureau's 162-year history some years ago, and thought many of
my Connecting colleagues would be interested in what I found. Here goes:

The St. Louis bureau, one of the oldest in The Associated Press, traces its beginnings to
1853 when telegrapher Charles Osborn was hired and named the AP agent or
correspondent. He remained in that position for 49 years, on the job from the time of the
border wars leading up to the Civil War, through the war itself ‐ in which Missouri saw
more battles than any state but Virginia ‐ and into and beyond Reconstruction.

News was a slow‐moving commodity in the early days. One of Osborn's jobs in his first
year at St. Louis was making up packages of news for San Francisco newspapers, sending
them by rail to Tipton, Missouri, and then the rest of the way by stagecoach. It took about
three weeks for each bundle to reach San Francisco.

The listing below is of correspondents in St. Louis over the years, up to the present day
with Jim Salter at the helm of the bureau. Salter's 17‐year tenure as correspondent is the
longest in bureau history outside of the first correspondent, Osborn.

A number of them are present‐day Connecting members ‐ Ben Brown, Mercer Bailey, Dan
Hamrick, Kent Zimmerman, Eric Newhouse, Randy Picht, Lori Dodge Rose (the first woman
to lead the bureau) and Jim Salter.

The bureau was located in the St. Louis Post‐Dispatch building until 2011 when it moved
into another location in downtown St. Louis. Before the St. Louis Globe‐Democrat folded,
the bureau had its day office in the then‐PMs Post‐Dispatch and its night office in the AMs
Globe‐Democrat.

Today, there are five AP people working in St. Louis ‐ Salter and Jim Suhr covering news on
the Missouri side, Alan Scher Zagier covering Illinois and helping out in St. Louis, R.B.
Fallstrom covering sports, and Jeff Roberson handling photos.



 
St. Louis Correspondents

Charles Osborn, 1853‐1902
S.B. Hench, 1902‐1909
Melvin Colman, 1909‐1910
H.T. Ashbaugh, 1910‐1912
Ernest Calvin, 1912‐1917
O.R. Kyle, 1917‐1919
James Hamilton, 1919‐1920
I.J. Scully, 1920‐1924
Kenneth Clark, 1924‐1932
W. Norris Paxton, 1932‐1937
James Anderson, 1937‐1943
Gilbert Mayo, 1943‐1945
Tom Yarbrough, 1945‐1950
Al Dopking, 1950‐1959
Charles Capaldo, 1959‐1962
Irwin Frank, 1962‐1963
Tom Pendergast, 1963‐1965
Wick Temple, 1963‐1966
Ben Brown, 1966‐1968
Mercer Bailey, 1968‐1970
Daniel Hamrick, 1970‐1971
Kent Zimmerman, 1971‐1974
Roger Jolley, 1974‐1980
Eric Newhouse, 1980‐1984
Mark Peterson, 1984‐1989
Randy Picht, 1989‐1992
Lori Dodge Rose, 1992‐1998
Jim Salter, 1998‐present

Are you a fellow (1974‐76) St. Louis alumnus with a story to tell? Send it along to Ye Olde
Connecting Editor.  And we would welcome history on any other AP bureaus.
 

Connecting Veterans Day edition



 
Veterans Day 2015 will be celebrated next Wednesday, Nov. 11, and Connecting will
recognize those of you who are veterans of our nation's armed forces.

If you are a vet, send me your branch of service, years of service, and any special story
from your military days that you would like to share.

Thanks,

Paul

Connecting mailbox

On the Colorado Springs shootings and naming the
shooter
 
Robert Weller ‐ These killings occurred in downtown Colorado Springs about 9
a.m. on Saturday but even the biggest media in Colorado had no new information
for more than 24 hours.
This showed how much news organizations have cut staff.

The fact that one of the victims was an Army veteran with three Iraq tours took
forever to get out.

As for the name of the shooter. I do not think families/survivors of shootings object
to the name being released when people are still wondering who did it. They just



don't want it constantly repeated.

As if the Springs' shootings were not too much for the weekend media, a second
fatal shooting occurred at a university of North Carolina.

AND

Charles Monzella ‐ These articles about whether the media should use the
names of shooters makes me wonder: Is there anyone who believes Lee Harvey
Oswald acted as a copycat because the media used the name of John Wilkes
Booth?

‐0‐

Remembering John Lundquist
Adolphe Bernotas ‐ John Lundquist was a stalwart union leader, whether serving on
the Wire Service Guild's legislative bodies or fighting for a staffer cheated out of car
mileage by an unenlightened manager.  I remember him as a fiercely fair guy who took dim
view of freeriders, those who take advantage of the union contract without paying for its
benefits.

‐0‐

Cherished working for Roy Steinfort

Bill Winter ‐ As bureau chief in Louisville ﴾1975‐78﴿ I spent many hours driving
across the state, focusing particularly on taking business away from UPI. There were
some successes in that effort, which meant much‐appreciated "membership
bonuses" for the COB. 

Roy Steinfort knew how to recognize those successes in ways that inspired even
harder work from his COBs and broadcast execs. On the wall of my home library is a
note I received from Roy, dated August 18, 1976: 

"Dear Bill:  We have your bonus voucher claim and Jim Tomlinson is on his way to the
bank to borrow some money. When you get the check, you will be able to buy your
houseboat so that I can visit you this Fall. You are a great man." 

How could you not cherish working for a person who would take time from a hectic
schedule to write that note?



 ‐0‐

Rescuing a press release from File 13

Jim Hood ‐ You've asked for embarrassing errors in stories. Like Donald Trump, I
can't remember making any mistakes but my most embarrassing AP moment
involved an aged public relations practitioner who bumbled into the Denver bureau
early one evening. We were in the Denver Post building so wandering flacks
sometimes found their way into our lair. 

Anyway, this poor decrepit old gentleman ‐‐ slightly younger than I am now ‐‐
approached me politely and, despite my attempts to shut him down, explained that
he was promoting some kind of screwball charity event for a real estate developer.
He had a very shiny press kit that he wanted to leave. Not wanting to disappoint
him, I took it and thanked him for stopping by. Surprised at the polite reception, he
expressed his thanks and departed. 

I threw the press kit into the large wastebasket at my elbow and went back to
perusing the carbons. Moments later, there he was again. 

"Young man, I'm sorry. I forgot to tell you, there's a typo in the news release. Let me
just fix it for you," he said. 

I gulped and assured him that news editor Rob Dalton, a master of journalistic
perfection, would surely detect the typo the following morning but he refused to
take no for an answer and eventually, I surrendered. 

I reached into the wastebasket and retrieved the press kit. The poor old soul made
the correction, then looked at me, winked, tossed the kit back into the wastebasket
and took his leave. 

 ‐0‐

Jay Gould and the AP

Doris Selig ‐ I don't know about that guy controlling AP but if he controlled
Western Union he could control where AP stories went and when etc. While the
national circuits AP used were primarily AT&T the state wires were Western Union.
Very small newspapers also got their AP news via Western Union once daily or a
couple times a day. They weren't called telegrams but I don't remember what we
called them.



 

More pet peeves on words, phrases
Mike Doan ‐ Out of Control. Of course the car went out of control if it was in a
wreck. The phrase implies a problem with the car rather than the driver, who was
most likely at fault.

‐0‐

Darrell Christian ‐ Pet peeves: run‐on sentences connected by commas instead
of periods. And couple OF, as in "couple of times," not "couple times" ﴾it's in the
Stylebook﴿.

‐0‐

Jim Limbach ‐ Re language ‐ now you've got me going:

 1. Authored a book: And paintered a picture and composered a song.
2. "He defensed against it."
3. "He had good success" ‐‐ as opposed to bad success?
4. "Ongoing." As the late NBC journalist Edwin Newman put it, "If I hear 'ongoing'
one more time, I will upget and outwalk."

‐0‐

Susan Ragan ‐ I love the Bagby note. I cringe every time I go to the doctor's and
the nurse and doctor both say, "Lay down." They both go to college these days, but
I guess it's true that English isn't one of the requirements. 
‐0‐

Katharine Webster ‐ I don't know if anyone's mentioned this, but here's my pet
peeve. 

My pet peeve was rectified about a decade ago: referring to woman medical
doctors on second reference as "Miss So‐and‐so" or "Mrs. So‐and‐so," instead of
"So‐and‐so," as we would have in all other stories. The GEN desk insisted on this in
our medical journal coverage, apparently out of deference to editors at the New
York Times, which still used these completely outmoded and sexist forms of
address: When we referred to male doctors on second reference, we just used their
last names. 



When I covered The New England Journal of Medicine, I repeatedly complained
about this practice to my GEN desk editor, Pete Brown, saying that the correct title
for a medical doctor on second reference is "Dr. So‐and‐so." I noted that my father,
sister, brother and sister‐in‐law are all doctors ‐‐ and all of them are addressed as
"Dr. Webster."  Pete sympathized, but said that higher‐ups were unmoved, so
generally I dodged it by putting in "Ms. So‐and‐so," figuring that was the
equivalent of "Mr." Another GEN desk editor questioned my use of "Ms." when I
wrote about a study by a hotshot Harvard doctor, and I had to call the doctor back
and ask whether she wanted to be Ms., Miss or Mrs. on second reference. I told her
I was mortified about having to ask her, but this was our style, and I explained the
policy. She was so outraged she asked for the name of the head of the AP, and she
immediately wrote a letter to him ﴾can't remember if it was Lou Boccardi or Tom
Curley at that point﴿. The style was quickly changed.

 ‐0‐ 

Bill Winter ‐ Paul, here are a couple of language pet peeves:

‐‐ Sports announcers routinely speak of someone's competitor being a "fellow
countryman," rather than just a "countryman."

‐‐ Golf announcers, apparently copying the incorrect language from Tiger Woods,
talk of players "playing really good." ﴾Woods routinely said, "I played good today,"
rather than "I played well."﴿ 

‐0‐ 

Hank Waters III ‐ Regarding strange usage, how about "importantly" when
"important" is the right word. "Badly" deserves a mention, too. The "ly" words seem
to grate on me. Maybe I should modern up. Misuse of "importantly" is so common
surely it is achieving routine acceptability. Oh, another one is "Please drive slowly"
instead of "slow." Alternatively, would one drive "fastly?" 'Twould be good to see
verification or rebuttal of these examples from AP wizards.

 
AP statehouse appointments
Morgan Lee named new Santa Fe correspondent
 SANTA FE, N.M. ﴾AP﴿ ‐ The Associated Press has named San Diego Union‐Tribune



reporter Morgan Lee as its new correspondent in Santa Fe, covering the Legislature,
politics and government for New Mexico.

The appointment was announced Monday by
West Editor Traci Carl, who oversees news for
13 states west of the Rockies.

Lee was the Union‐Tribune's energy and the
environment reporter and previously covered
immigration for the newspaper, including
serving as the lead writer on an award‐
winning, four‐part series that chronicled the drug war through the experience of a
San Diego‐born teenager drawn into organized crime and atrocities in Mexico.

Lee, 45, rejoins the AP after working for the news organization from 2003 to 2010 in
Mexico City. He served as a reporter in Mexico and an editor on the Latin American
Desk, handling stories that included the 2009 flu outbreak that brought Mexico to a
halt, the devastating 2010 Haiti earthquake and the toll of Mexico's drug violence.

He worked as a staff writer for the Albuquerque Journal in Santa Fe from 1998 to
2002, covering state government, the arts and Native American communities.

"We are thrilled to have a reporter with Morgan's vast journalism experience,
fluency in Spanish and knowledge of all sides of the U.S.‐Mexico border," Carl said.
"He brings a wide range of talents and reporting skills to a job that is one of the
most exciting capitol reporting positions in the country."

Lee's first day is Nov. 30. He is married with two children.

O'Brien joins AP as Rhode Island state government
reporter

PROVIDENCE, R.I. ﴾AP﴿ ‐ Matt O'Brien, an award‐winning journalist with a track
record of breaking news and using records to hold big business and public
institutions accountable, is joining The Associated Press as state government
reporter in Rhode Island.

 The appointment was announced Monday by Karen Testa, the AP's east regional
editor, and William J. Kole, New England news editor. 

O'Brien, 35, most recently has worked as a business and technology reporter for the



San Jose Mercury News, where he distinguished himself on the competitive Google
beat. 

O'Brien previously was a reporter for the Oakland Tribune, where his accountability
work included helping expose lax state oversight in the licensing of a disgraced
senior care facility. He also covered immigration issues for the Tribune and the
Contra Costa Times, winning awards for stories about child migrants from Central
America and refugees from Bhutan. 

"Matt is a relentless and thorough reporter with a knack for cultivating sources,
mining data and telling the stories that really need to be told," Kole said. 

O'Brien, who worked in Massachusetts for The Sun of Lowell and the Sentinel &
Enterprise of Fitchburg earlier in his career, has a degree in international studies
from Johns Hopkins University. He begins in Providence on Dec. 7.

 

 
It's a description that tells the story better than any statistic ever could: A 12‐year‐
old developmentally disabled boy used his handheld PlayStation to record what
was happening to him last year inside a state group home. Pointing to his swollen
eye, he says: "Mom, this is what it looks like. ... He slammed me." His camera keeps
rolling as adult caretakers enter the room. One of their voices is heard saying:  "You
want me to f‐‐‐‐‐‐ hurt you, boy?"

 Albany reporter Michael Virtanen used the case to illustrate what is happening ‐ or
more to the point, not happening ‐ in New York and other states across the
country. While thousands of allegations of abuse and neglect by caretakers are
investigated and substantiated in state facilities for the disabled, only a small
fraction are ever criminally prosecuted.

The numbers are particularly stark in New York, where, to date, no one has been
charged in the case of the boy with the PlayStation, despite two substantiated
allegations of abuse. Virtanen, who spent months mining data he obtained from the
state and Freedom of Information requests, found that New York substantiated
some 7,000 allegations of abuse and neglect in state facilities for the disabled since
the start of 2014, yet just 169 cases, or less than 2.5 percent, resulted in criminal
charges.



Virtanen's findings were disturbing to activists in New York because the state
established an agency called the Justice Center two years ago to protect the 1
million disabled, addicted, mentally ill and young people in state care, with its own
team of prosecutors pursue abuse and neglect cases, even when local authorities
decline.

Experts Virtanen interviewed found such low prosecution rates were not uncommon
across the country, linked mostly to the fact that the alleged victims in such cases
often have physical or intellectually disabilities that make them bad witnesses. But
he found one state, Massachusetts, that brings many more cases than New York
because it makes a point of pressing prosecutions it knows might lose simply as a
way of putting suspected caretakers on notice that somebody is watching.

 Virtanen's reporting was complicated by the fact that state officials repeatedly
refused to provide any specific details of cases they didn't prosecute. They also
balked for weeks at giving an official response and only did so after Virtanen told
them the story was ready to move.

Play for the story was strong, fronting at least five newspapers in New York and
appearing prominently on such websites as Yahoo and Washington Post. It also
reignited a debate about whether states are doing enough to hold caretakers to
account for actions against those who often can't speak up for themselves.

For strong accountability journalism on the treatment of some of society's most
vulnerable people, Virtanen wins this week's $300 Best of the States prize. 
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Stories of interest

Rieder: Red Sox owner takes another plunge into journalism ﴾USA Today﴿ 

Boston Red Sox owner John Henry really must like this journalism thing.

Two years and change after buying The Boston Globe, Henry on Wednesday is
launching Stat, a high‐powered digital news operation focused on health, medicine
and life sciences.

It's an ambitious start‐up. At the helm is Rick Berke, a former assistant managing
editor of The New York Times and onetime executive editor of Politico. It debuts
with 40 editorial staffers, including alumni of many of the nation's top news outlets,
as well as 10 business‐side staffers.

The goal, Henry says, is to be "the country's go‐to news source for the life sciences.

Click here to read more.

‐0‐

A billionaire, a fired publisher, and a spectacle at the LA Times
﴾Columbia Journalism Review﴿

THE SIGNS OF PERIL had long been visible at the Los Angeles Times. But it was a
letter, of all things, that caused matters to detonate.

The September correspondence was unusual not only because of the people who
sent it, but because of the events that led to it. In August, Angeleno billionaire Eli
Broad began preliminary talks with the board of Tribune Publishing about buying
the Times from the national chain. The board eventually rejected the overture, right
around the time it voted to fire the Times' publisher and chief executive, Austin
Beutner. He was just one year at the helm.

Broad and Beutner have a shared history of trying to take control of theTimes. For
the past decade, Broad has expressed interest in getting the Chicago‐based parent
company to sell him the paper. And two years ago, Beutner joined him in that effort,
just a year before Beutner would be named publisher. The connection led
ome Times staffers to wonder whether Beutner's ouster had come in response to
what they characterized as a "hostile takeover" attempt of the newspaper.

Click here to read more.
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Sixth‐generation family owners have sold The Republic of
Columbus ﴾Indiana﴿

After 140 years of family ownership, The Republic of Columbus, Indiana has been
sold to a small Texas‐based chain.

The buyer is AIM, run by veteran news executive Jeremy Halbreich, whose main
holdings are small Texas papers it purchased in 2012 from Freedom
Communications.

Jeffrey Brown. president and CEO of The Republic's parent corporation, indicated
that he would stay on for now.  But, he said in The Republic's story on the
transaction: 

Click here to read more. Shared by Bob Daugherty.
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Today in History ‐ November 5, 2015
 
By The Associated Press

Today is Thursday, Nov. 5, the 309th day of 2015. There are 56 days left in the
year.

Today's Highlight in History:

On Nov. 5, 1940, President Franklin D. Roosevelt won an unprecedented third term
in office as he defeated Republican challenger Wendell L. Willkie.

On this date:



In 1605, the "Gunpowder Plot" failed as Guy Fawkes was seized before he could
blow up the English Parliament.

In 1781, the Continental Congress elected John Hanson of Maryland its chairman,
giving him the title of "President of the United States in Congress Assembled."

In 1872, suffragist Susan B. Anthony defied the law by attempting to cast a vote for
President Ulysses S. Grant. (Anthony was convicted by a judge and fined $100, but
she never paid the penalty.)

In 1912, Democrat Woodrow Wilson was elected president, defeating Progressive
Party candidate Theodore Roosevelt, incumbent Republican William Howard Taft
and Socialist Eugene V. Debs.

In 1935, Parker Brothers began marketing the board game "Monopoly."

In 1942, American showman George M. Cohan died in New York at age 64.

In 1968, Republican Richard M. Nixon won the presidency, defeating Democratic
Vice President Hubert H. Humphrey and American Independent candidate George
C. Wallace.

In 1974, Democrat Ella T. Grasso was elected governor of Connecticut, becoming
the first woman to win a gubernatorial office without succeeding her husband.

In 1985, Spencer W. Kimball, president of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints, died at age 90; he was succeeded by Ezra Taft Benson.

In 1990, Rabbi Meir Kahane (meh-EER' kah-HAH'-nuh), the Brooklyn-born Israeli
extremist, was shot to death at a New York hotel. (Egyptian native El Sayyed
Nosair (el sah-EED' no-sah-EER') was convicted of the slaying in federal court.)

In 1994, former President Ronald Reagan disclosed he had Alzheimer's disease.

In 2009, a shooting rampage at the Fort Hood Army post in Texas left 13 people
dead; Maj. Nidal Hasan, an Army psychiatrist, was later convicted of murder and
sentenced to death.

Ten years ago: Leaders from across the Americas ended their two-day summit in
Argentina without agreeing on whether to restart talks on a free trade zone
stretching from Alaska to Chile. Pirates attacked a cruise ship off the coast of
Somalia, but the ship changed course and sped away to escape. British author



John Fowles died in Lyme Regis, Dorset, England, at age 79. Guitar master Link
Wray died in Copenhagen at age 76.

Five years ago: President Barack Obama and his wife, Michelle, boarded Air Force
One to fly to Mumbai, India, the first stop of a 10-day tour through India,
Indonesia, South Korea and Japan. A judge in Los Angeles sentenced Johannes
Mehserle (yoh-HAH'-nes MEZ'-ur-lee), a white former transit officer, to two years in
prison in the shooting death of Oscar Grant, an unarmed black man, on an Oakland
train platform; the minimal sentence provoked angry protests. (Mehserle ended up
serving 11 months.) Cable channel MSNBC suspended host Keith Olbermann for
two shows for making unapproved political donations. Actress Jill Clayburgh died in
Lakeville, Connecticut, at age 66. Opera singer Shirley Verrett, 79, died in Ann
Arbor, Michigan.

One year ago: A day after sweeping Republican election gains, President Barack
Obama and incoming Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell pledged to try to
turn divided government into a force for good rather than gridlock, yet warned of
veto showdowns as well.

Today's Birthdays: Actor Chris Robinson is 77. Actress Elke Sommer is 75. Singer
Art Garfunkel is 74. Actor-playwright Sam Shepard is 72. Singer Peter Noone is 68.
TV personality Kris Jenner is 60. Actor Nestor Serrano is 60. Actress-comedian Mo
Gaffney is 57. Actor Robert Patrick is 57. Singer Bryan Adams is 56. Actress Tilda
Swinton is 55. Actor Michael Gaston is 53. Actress Tatum O'Neal is 52. Actress
Andrea McArdle is 52. Rock singer Angelo Moore (Fishbone) is 50. Actress Judy
Reyes is 48. Actor Seth Gilliam is 47. Rock musician Mark Hunter (James) is 47.
Actor Sam Rockwell is 47. Country singers Heather and Jennifer Kinley (The
Kinleys) are 45. Actor Corin Nemec is 44. Rock musician Jonny (cq) Greenwood
(Radiohead) is 44. Country singer-musician Ryan Adams is 41. Actor Sam Page is
39. Actor Jeremy Lelliott is 33. Actress Annet Mahendru (MAH'-hehn-droo) is 30.
Rock musician Kevin Jonas (The Jonas Brothers) is 28. Actor Landon Gimenez is
12.

Thought for Today: "Imagination is the only key to the future. Without it none
exists  with it all things are possible."  Ida M. Tarbell, American journalist
(18571944).

Got a story to share?
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Got a story to share? A favorite memory of your AP days? Don't
keep them to yourself. Share with your colleagues by sending to Ye
Olde Connecting Editor. And don't forget to include photos!

Here are some suggestions:

‐ Spousal support ‐ How your spouse helped in supporting your
work during your AP career. 
‐ My most unusual story ‐ tell us about an unusual, off the wall
story that you covered.
‐ "My boo boos ‐ A silly mistake that you make"‐ a chance to 'fess
up with a memorable mistake in your journalistic career.
‐ Multigenerational AP families ‐ profiles of families whose service

spanned two or more generations.
‐ Volunteering ‐ benefit your colleagues by sharing volunteer stories ‐ with ideas on such
work they can do themselves.
‐ First job ‐ How did you get your first job in journalism?
‐ Connecting "selfies" ‐ a word and photo self‐profile of you and your career, and what you
are doing today. Both for new members and those who have been with us a while.
‐ Life after AP for those of you who have moved on to another job or profession.
‐ Most unusual place a story assignment took you.
 
Paul Stevens
Editor
Connecting newsletter
stevenspl@live.com
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