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Colleagues,
 
 
Good Tuesday morning!
 
 
Readership of Connec ng has climbed to 1,000.
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That milestone was reached Monday when Frank S. Joseph, a former AP Chicago staffer
who is now an author, and Carolyn Lumsden, a former AP Massachuse s staffer who is now
editorial page editor of the Har ord Courant, joined the mailing list. Ye Olde Connec ng
Editor is mulling some sort of prize for our newest members. Anyone have any ideas?
 
 
Connec ng began about five years ago with a handful of you aboard as charter members. A
main impetus for crea ng it was to fill a void created by the re rement of our colleague
Jack Stokes, who unselfishly (on his own me) produced a regular newsle er for AP re rees
that ended when he le  AP.
 
 
Connec ng's numbers have grown steadily through word of mouth over the ensuing years.
And its reach, like the AP's, is global with members around the world - Ghana, Japan, China,
Turkey, France, Thailand, and more.  If you know someone who you think might like to join,
feel free to share the newsle er with them and let me know if they'd like to sign up.
 
 
Linda and I will be traveling the rest of the week, in southern California, and my friend and
colleague Mark Mi elstadt will assume the editor's reins from his new home in Tucson.
Mark and Mary moved from their home in New Jersey in the past couple months.
 
 
So through the rest of this week, please send your submissions to Mark at
markmitt71@yahoo.com
 
 
Paul
 
 
 

The Extraordinary Career of the
Photojournalist Max Desfor (AP's oldest
reĕree at 102 years young)

 

mailto:markmitt71@yahoo.com
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In this December 4, 1950 photo, residents from Pyongyang, North Korea,
and refugees from other areas crawl perilously over shattered girders of the
city's bridge, as they flee south across the Taedong River to escape the
advance of Chinese Communist troops.
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Associated Press photographer Max Desfor was on hand to capture the scene aboard the
ba leship Missouri as the Japanese surrender documents were signed in Tokyo Bay on
September 2, 1945, ending World War II.  

By ALAN TAYLOR, The Atlan c

The photographer Max Desfor covered many of the most significant events and
personali es of the 20th century while working for the Associated Press. Beginning in the
1930s, Desfor traveled the world, photographing daily life, unrest, celebri es, warfare, and
more. Much of his repor ng took place in Asia, where he documented events in the Pacific
during World War II. He was awarded the Pulitzer Prize for Photography in 1951 for his
extensive and powerful coverage of the Korean War. Desfor also photographed world
leaders from Mahatma Gandhi to Richard Nixon, performers from Orson Welles to Charlie
Chaplin, and ordinary people in extraordinary circumstances, such as the crew of the Enola
Gay.  Collected here, in rough chronological order, are a few of Max Desfor's images from
1938 to 1983. (See also, a New York Times story about Desfor from 2013.)
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Click here to read and view more. Shared by Paul Colford.
 
 

Families of Sofia Mannos, Ira Podell extend
thanks for contribu ons to help recovery
 
 
The families of two of our colleagues - former AP broadcast newswoman Sofia Mannos and
AP hockey writer Ira Podell - have reached out to extend their thanks for the assistance that
friends and fellow colleagues, past and present, have provided in their me of need.
 
 
Sofia suffered a tragic fall in her home that left her a quadriplegic. She has been
undergoing grueling physical therapy, but requires adaptive equipment and a
customized wheelchair that would allow her to tilt herself so she can relieve the
pressure on her injured spinal cord and would allow her to get back out into the
world. She worked in Broadcast in New York and Washington.

 
Sofia's cousin Lori Weinraub said she had a wheelchair fi ng last week and that Sofia told
her she was grateful and humbled by her colleagues' support. Click here for a link to her
GoFundMe page.
 
 
Less than a year ago, Ira suffered a brain tumor and then a stroke.
 
 
His family extended its thanks "for your unbelievably touching support. Arrangements are
already made to begin pu ng your generosity to work for Ira and his recovery efforts.
Having undergone another surgery, Ira is heading in the right direc on...If everything stays
on track, Ira should be situated comfortably at home soon, and working on ge ng stronger
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and stronger."
 
 
Click here for a link to his GoFundMe page.
 
 
 

Connec ng mailbox
 
 

A book review that nailed it!
 

  
 
Herbert Mitgang - the father of Connec ng colleague and former AP newsman Lee
Mitgang - reviewed for The New York Times in 1960 a new book by an unknown author. The
book was "To Kill a Mockingbird" and the author, Harper Lee.
 
 
A er Harper Lee's death last Friday, The Times reprinted the review by Mitgang, its
long me arts cri c and reporter. Connec ng colleague Chris Connell said Lee and his sister
were "totally floored" to see it in Saturday's print edi on. Herbert Mitgang, then editor of
the Sunday Drama sec on, began the review: "All the magic and truth that might seem
decep ve or exaggerated in a factual account of a small town unfold beau fully in a new
first novel called "To Kill a Mockingbird' .... Here is a storyteller jus fying the novel as a form
that transcends me and place."
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Click here for a link to the reprint. Mitgang, who wrote 15
books, died at 93 in 2013. His wife Shirley Mitgang, an a orney
who worked for juvenile jus ce, passed away at 94 last May.
 
 
-0-
 
 

To 'Kill a Mockingbird' changed my life
 
 
Peggy Walsh - Everyone has a moment that changed their life.  Reading To Kill A
Mockingbird and seeing the movie with my late mother in my pre-teen years was mine.
 
 
Although we lived in Dallas and Sco sdale, AZ, at the me and I knew few African-
Americans and nothing about racism except what I read and saw on TV, both Mom and Dad
raised us to judge people by, as Mar n Luther King Jr. said, by the content of their character.
 
 
The book led me to read everything I could find on civil rights and kept, even if in the
background, touching my life in one way or another.
 
 
When I joined the AP in Atlanta in the mid 70s, I read and reorganized all the files when
there was a quiet overnight shi , absorbing every clip on King, his assassina on, the
shoo ng of his mother and everything else associated with civil rights. I loved to hear
Kathryn Johnson's stories about her me with the Kings and dressing as a student to cover
the integra on of the University of Georgia.  I volunteered to cover anything having to do
with civil rights.
 
 
Even when I moved to Los Angeles to become ACOB, To Kill A Mockingbird popped up when
I had a chance mee ng with Gregory Peck, who played A cus in the movie, at a Hollywood
pet store where we both had our dogs groomed. 
 
 
When I went to NY to work for The Times, one of my first mee ngs was with Howell Raines,
who wrote My Soul Is Rested which contained memories of the movement.  He
autographed my book and we o en exchanged a Southern "hey" in the Times elevator.
 
 
Many mes before my mom (who spent some years reviewing books for newspapers)
passed away last year, we talked about the book, why she took me to see the movie and
why it was so influen al.
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The book is most famous for its shining the light on racism but it also taught determina on,
strength of character and kindness to everyone, including those you don't know or
understand (Boo Radley).
 
 
To this day, I can s ll hear the words of the preacher a er the trial, looking down from the
"colored" balcony at the courtroom, empty except for A cus.  In honor of her father, even
though the case was lost, "Stand up, Miss Jean Louise, your father's passing." (I hope I
quoted this right!)
 
 
-0-
 
 

Memories evoked of covering the Carter White House
 
 
Carl Leubsdorf - The Washington Post story (in Monday's Connec ng) about the "other
White House press corps" brought back memories for me of a story I wrote while covering
the Jimmy Carter White House for The Bal more Sun, a er my AP days. In it, I described
how such "journalists," some legi mate, some not, were a disrup ve force in what I
described as an important Washington ins tu on, the daily Press Briefing at the White
House.
 
 
My reward was to be sued in Small Claims Court (where the maximum amount of damages
in those days was $750) by two of those I portrayed. One was a correspondent for a
Brazilian newspaper who had a vende a against the State Department and contended Press
Secretary Jody Powell and State Department spokesman Hodding Carter put me up to it.
The other was the representa ve of some ethnic papers who had es to the Republican
Na onal Commi ee, and claimed a close rela onship with the recently elected Polish Pope,
John Paul II.
 
 
The Sun, I'm sure unhappily, had to provide one of its lawyers to help me defend my honor,
and the court ul mately threw out both suits on grounds my story was fair comment of a
public proceeding.
 
 
In those days before the briefings were televised, they were o en a forum for ascertaining
informa on, rather than an arena for daily combat between reporters and press
spokesmen. One might make the case that those changes have damaged the ins tu on
more than those few people I wrote about in the late 1970s.  
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Some thoughts on Monday's Connecĕng
 
 
Andy Lippman - I totally agree with Larry Blasko regarding giving the AP team their just
due on the slavery series. The NYTimes last week reported on the president signing a law
prohibi ng sales of products caught by slave labor. High in the story was the fact that the
Times had done a story which included a compelling tale of a person who was forced into
slavery. It made it seem that the Times was the reason the bill was passed. It did men on
that other agencies had done work in this area. Thanks Times.
 
 
How many mes has the Times taken AP stories and either waited to do its own stories;
taken bylines off; or put AP credit deep in the story.  I'm sure many Connec ng readers have
stories in 
this area.
 
 
Sue Price Johnson's tale of ge ng hearing loss brought ringing in my ears. I remember
punching tape in what was basically a big closet surrounded by AP machines pounding
away. The paper wanted us to keep the door closed because they made too much noise. I
went home with a buzz (literally) every night.
 
 
What is infuria ng about Russ Kaurloto is that he not only had that much hair in the picture,
but he has almost that much hair today. But that communica ons staff had several people
who were buffed up with big hair. There was one guy, I recall, who had hair in ringlets down
to his shoulders. He was over six feet tall and looked so strong that he could have broken a
desk in half.
 
 
-0-
 
 

Favorite press credenĕals ‐ conĕnued
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Brian Bland  Gag passes from OJ criminal trial & Freeman standoff, Montana, 1996
(One photo, two passes).
 
-0-
 
 

On your favorite company car
 
 
Marty Thompson - I join Russ  Kaurloto in apprecia ng those mid-70s stripped-down
Chrysler products.
 
 
Shortly a er succeeding the late Jim Lagier as San Francisco CoB, I took delivery as my
CoBmobile the car he had ordered: A very plain brown 4-door Dodge Dart. No trim. Rubber
floor mats. Plas c upholstery. Its 6-cylinder motor couldn't reach freeway speeds on an
onramp, making merging a challenge.
 
 
Russ is right, they did look like undercover cop cars.
 
 
On a membership trip in the Sierra, I stopped at a convenience store. Two local cops walked
up, one saying "I didn't know the bureau was in town." I was probably wearing a blue blazer.
 
 
-0-
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John Kuglin - Actually they were all good. Because I didn't have to pay for them.
 
 
Except maybe for the 1986 Chevy Celebrity.
 
 
When I was named COB in Helena, I inherited a new Celebrity, which had been ordered by
Hugh van Swearingen. It arrived shortly before he was promoted to COB in Portland, Ore.
The Celebrity, a favorite fleet car, was nothing to celebrate. One good thing about
Celebri es is that no one would want to steal one. I s ll remembered when the engine
block gaskets popped at about 30,000 miles one hot summer day, 40 miles east of Billings,
while I was on my way back from trying to sell something to the Miles City Star, 350 miles
from Helena. The Celebrity was towed to Billings, where not surprisingly the Chevy dealer
had a large stock of engine block gaskets for Celebri es. I was soon on my way.
 
 
Two years later, Helena Broadcast Editor Len Iwanski, who is one hell of a good reporter,
took the Celebrity to drive to West Yellowstone, Mont. The town was in danger of burning
to the ground from one of the huge forest fires that burned almost 1 million acres in
Yellowstone Na onal Park in 1988.
 
 
The wind shi ed, sparing the iconic tourist trap. There were reports that Old Faithful Lodge,
a na onal treasure in Yellowstone's interior, might burn to the ground. Wyoming wasn't in
my territory, but since no one else from AP was staffing the Yellowstone fires, I sent him to
Old Faithful. Someone had the bright idea of installing sprinklers on the roof of the old
lodge, which saved it, but more than 25 other buildings burned. Len found a telephone
booth and telephoned a colorful story from Old Faithful. When he finished, the fire had
shi ed again, and he was barely able to drive out through Yellowstone's north entrance in
Montana. ``It was like driving through Hell. The trees on both sides of the road were
burning," Len told me. For years the Celebrity smelled like a forest fire. 
 
 
The Celebrity was replaced by a 4-w-d Ford Bronco, a serviceable vehicle that stood up
nicely on impact when one of the staffers covering the 1996 Freeman Uprising in eastern
Montana hit a truck leased to a CBS camera crew. Former Sioux Falls COB Tena Haraldson,
who always had good ideas, said I should have bought a Winnebago to staff the Freemen.
But the way the Montana assignments general budget looked that year (the Unabomber
was also captured in Montana in 1996), I didn't want to push my luck.
 
 
A er the Ford Bronco, I had two Jeep Cherokee 4-w-d vehicles. They kept me going in
winter when the semis were in the ditches. At the me, I believe that the only other Jeep
Cherokee driven by bureau chiefs was assigned to Dave Pyle in Minneapolis. Dave
eventually was assigned a normal car a er he observed that Cherokees were ``kind of
nny." 
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When I re red in 2005, I bought my 2001 Cherokee from PH&H. I traded it in last year for a
Jeep Wrangler. The two Cherokees were fine vehicles. Thanks, Don Deibler.
 
 
-0-
 
 

Harry's California type case
 

  

 
Harry Cabluck - Thanks for Steve Anderson's reminder about "pied type."  Have not heard
that descrip on since the late 1950's. Now how about "flying pasters." Or "stereotypers."  
 
 
Always enjoy reading the memories wri en by Joe McKnight.  Doggonit, they don't make
nostalgia like they used to.
 
 
Here's a recent photo of our dusty California type case.  Did not work Moscow or Calgary
 Olympics, but have the pins.
 
 

Connec ng wishes Happy Birthday
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To
 

Warren Levinson - wlevinson@ap.org
 
 

 
Welcome to Connec ng

 

  

Frank Joseph - keycom@verizon.net
 

Carolyn Lumsden  clumsden@courant.com
 
 

 

Stories of interest
 
 
Margaret Sullivan joins The Post as media columnist 
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Announcement from Liz Seymour, Washington Post execu ve features editor:
 
 
I am thrilled to tell you that Margaret Sullivan, the public
editor of the New York Times, will be joining The Post later
this year as our media columnist.

 

Margaret is a superb journalist who has witnessed the
drama c changes in our industry up close through her work
at the Times, where she writes a column twice a month and
blogs frequently on reader concerns and Times journalism.
She has been public editor for three and a half years, longer than all of her predecessors,
and has surely been the most digital. As anyone who has been a public editor or
ombudsman can a est, it's a tough job. And she has been fearless in her approach to it.

 

She is overflowing with story ideas about the rapidly changing media environment and has a
broad mandate to cover media through a variety of formats, everything from a column to
blog posts off the news to deeply reported stories.

Click here to read more. Shared by Bob Daugherty.
 
 
-0-
 
 

Reporĕng on Life, Death and Corrupĕon in Southeast Asia

 

By THOMAS FULLER
The New York Times
 
BANGKOK - The protesters built what looked like medieval ramparts topped with sharpened
wooden stakes in the heart of Bangkok. The military was preparing to sweep them out.
 
As the sun was se ng, I spo ed Maj. Gen. Kha ya Sawatdiphol, a renegade who had
defected to the protesters, and asked him what he would do next.
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His "people's army" would not back down, he said. "The military cannot get in here."
 
Then came a loud crack, the sound of a sniper's bullet breaking the sound barrier. General
Kha ya collapsed at my feet.
 
One blink earlier he was answering my ques ons. Now he was slumped on the ground, his
vacant eyes s ll open, as blood spilled onto his camouflage uniform. The world around me
went into slow mo on as I watched the general being dragged away by his supporters.

I have covered life and death in Southeast Asia for the past decade, a job that has entailed
puzzling over a missing Malaysian plane one day (two years later, it's s ll missing) and
interviewing former C.I.A. mercenaries who were being hunted by the government in the
jungles of Laos another. I seemed to spend almost as much me dodging the authori es as
interviewing them.

Click here to read more.

The Final Word

Today is the anniversary of perhaps the most famous photo in history 
AP photographer Joe Rosenthal's iconic shot of Marines raising the
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American flag at Iwo Jima on February 23, 1945.

Today in History - February 23, 2016

  
By The Associated Press

Today is Tuesday, Feb. 23, the 54th day of 2016. There are 312 days le  in the year.

Today's Highlight in History:

On Feb. 23, 1836, the siege of the Alamo began in San Antonio, Texas.

On this date:

In 1848, the sixth president of the United States, John Quincy Adams, died in Washington,
D.C., at age 80.

In 1863, Bri sh explorers John H. Speke and James A. Grant announced they had found the
source of the Nile River to be Lake Victoria.
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In 1870, Mississippi was readmi ed to the Union.

In 1903, President Theodore Roosevelt signed an agreement with Cuba to lease the area
around Guantanamo Bay to the United States.

In 1927, President Calvin Coolidge signed a bill crea ng the Federal Radio Commission,
forerunner of the Federal Communica ons Commission.

In 1934, Leopold III succeeded his late father, Albert I, as King of the Belgians.

In 1945, during World War II, U.S. Marines on Iwo Jima captured Mount Suribachi, where
they raised a pair of American flags (the second flag-raising was captured in the iconic
Associated Press photograph).

In 1954, the first mass inocula on of schoolchildren against polio using the Salk vaccine
began in Pi sburgh as some 5,000 students were vaccinated.

In 1965, film comedian Stan Laurel, 74, died in Santa Monica, California.

In 1970, Guyana became a republic within the Commonwealth of Na ons.

In 1989, the Senate Armed Services Commi ee voted 11-9 along party lines to recommend
rejec on of John Tower as President George H.W. Bush's defense secretary. (Tower's
nomina on went down to defeat in the full Senate the following month.)

In 1995, the Dow Jones industrial average closed above the 4,000 mark for the first me,
ending the day at 4,003.33.
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Ten years ago: The snow-covered roof of a Moscow market collapsed, killing 66 people.
AUnited Arab Emirates company volunteered to postpone its takeover of significant
opera ons at six major U.S. seaports, giving the White House more me to convince
skep cal lawmakers the deal posed no increased risks from terrorism. Japan's Shizuka
Arakawa (shih-ZOO'-kuh ah-rah-KAH'-wah) stunned favorites Sasha Cohen of the United
States and Irina Slutskaya (sloot-SKY'-yah) of Russia to claim the ladies' figure ska ng gold
medal at the Turin Winter Olympics.

Five years ago: In a major policy reversal, the Obama administra on said it would no longer
defend the cons tu onality of the Defense of Marriage Act, a federal law banning
recogni on of same-sex marriage.

One year ago: A jury in New York found the Pales nian Authority and Pales ne Libera on
Organiza on liable for their roles in terrorist a acks in Israel between 2002 and 2004 in
which Americans were killed or injured; the Pales nians said later they would appeal the
ruling. Tapping the anxie es of aging baby boomers, President Barack Obama called for
tougher standards on brokers who manage re rement savings accounts. Veterans Affairs
Secretary Robert McDonald apologized for missta ng during a "CBS Evening News" segment
that he had served in the military's special forces.

Today's Birthdays: Actor Peter Fonda is 76. Pro and College Football Hall of Famer Fred
Biletnikoff is 73. Author John Sandford is 72. Country-rock musician Rusty Young is 70.
Actress Patricia Richardson is 65. Former NFL player Ed "Too Tall" Jones is 65. Rock musician
Brad Whi ord (Aerosmith) is 64. Singer Howard Jones is 61. Rock musician Michael Wilton
(Queensryche) is 54. Country singer Dusty Drake is 52. Actress Kris n Davis is 51. Tennis
player Helena Sukova is 51. Actor Marc Price is 48. TV personality/businessman Daymond
John (TV: "Shark Tank") is 47. Actress Niecy Nash is 46. Rock musician Jeff Beres (Sister
Hazel) is 45. Country singer Steve Holy is 44. Rock musician Lasse (loss) Johansson (The
Cardigans) is 43. Actress Kelly Macdonald is 40. Actor Josh Gad is 35. Actress Emily Blunt is
33. Actor Aziz Ansari is 33. Actress Dakota Fanning is 22.

Thought for Today: "Men are more o├en bribed by their loyalĕes and ambiĕons than by
money." ‐ Robert H. Jackson, U.S. Supreme Court Jusĕce (1892‐1954).

 

Got a story to share?
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Got a story to share? A favorite memory of your AP
days? Don't keep them to yourself. Share with your
colleagues by sending to Ye Olde Connec ng Editor.
And don't forget to include photos!

Here are some suggestions:
 
 Spousal support  How your spouse helped
in supporting your work during your AP career. 

 My most unusual story  tell us about an unusual, off the wall story that you
covered.

 "A silly mistake that you make" a chance to 'fess up with a memorable mistake
in your journalistic career.

 Multigenerational AP families  profiles of families whose service spanned two or
more generations.

 Volunteering  benefit your colleagues by sharing volunteer stories  with ideas on
such work they can do themselves.

 First job  How did you get your first job in journalism?

 Connecting "selfies"  a word and photo selfprofile of you and your career, and
what you are doing today. Both for new members and those who have been with us
a while.

 Life after AP for those of you who have moved on to another job or profession.

 Most unusual place a story assignment took you.

Paul Stevens
Editor, Connec ng newsle er
paulstevens46@gmail.com

Forward this email

This email was sent to pjshane@gmail.com by paulstevens46@gmail.com |  
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