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Colleagues,

 

Good Monday morning!

 

We lead today's issue with news that Jim Drinkard, a veteran newsman in the AP's
Washington bureau, plans to retire at the end of June.
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Jim's been a member of Connecting for some time - an obvious first step for anyone
retiring from the AP! - but we congratulate him on a great career and wish him the
best in new chapters of life.

 

We also bring you a report on the retirement celebration for Washington elections
guru David Pace.

 

And we bring you coverage from a memorial celebration of the life of New York AP
newsman Jim Fitzgerald, and the touching eulogy presented by his friend and
former colleague, Jerry Schwartz.

 

All lives and careers with the AP that we honor and celebrate.

 

Here's to a great week ahead!

 

Paul

 

Jim Drinkard - 'Gentle giant of
journalism' -retiring after career that
began as intern
 

By Wendy Benjaminson

Acting AP Washington Chief of Bureau

 

It is with a truly heavy heart that I tell you that Jim Drinkard is retiring at the end of
this month.

 

He has had a long and successful career and his grandchildren deserve his
attention. But he has been a pillar in the bureau, keeping us focused on
accountability journalism and making it a central part of our jobs to fact-check those
in power.

 

Jim started with the AP in December of 1977,
as a legislative intern in Jefferson City two
weeks before completing the journalism
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Jim Drinkard   Photo/J.Scott
Applewhite

master's program at the University of
Missouri. He joined Bob Burns covering night
committee hearings, and the AP decided to
keep him in Kansas City for a time.

 

Three years later he was sent to Washington
to chronicle news of interest to Missouri and
Kansas as a regional reporter, benefiting from
the newsmaking opportunities of Bob Dole,
Tom Eagleton and Richard Gephardt. The
next move took him to the national staff. He
covered the Iran-Contra scandal of the
Reagan White House, an assignment that
morphed into coverage of foreign policy and
intelligence, and later the congressional
leadership and the ethics scandals of House
Speaker Jim Wright and others.

 

In 1993, Bureau Chief Jon Wolman asked Jim to take on a new beat on the
influence of money on politics. His first story was a tale of how New York Yankees
owner George Steinbrenner, exiled from running the team over campaign finance
violations, hired lobbyists to engineer a $58 million congressional bailout of his
family's shipbuilding business in Tampa, Florida. Later stories detailed how
pharmaceutical companies, the gambling and health care industries, beer makers,
New York City and the Israeli government got what they wanted from Washington.

 

The stories twice led to journalism awards, and the bureau's effort to spotlight the
influence game produced a feature article in American Journalism Review that led
Drinkard to take the beat to USA Today in 1998. There, he expanded the beat to
chronicle the record-breaking fundraising in presidential politics and to examine the
mechanics of the nation's voting system after the hanging-chads drama of the 2000
election. He also was elected chairman of the congressional Standing Committee of
Correspondents and led the first revision of press credentialing rules in 50 years, to
adapt to the changing nature of the news business.

 

In 2006, Drinkard returned to the AP fold to become an editor, and also became part
of David Pace's election analysis team, helping make key calls in the 2008 and 2016
presidential elections. Jim has been running the fact check system full time this year,
creating one of AP's most popular products and one that is oft-copied.

 

Jim is the epitome of the gentle giant of journalism, a soft-spoken challenger of
Washington power structures for decades. Especially now, he will be missed.

 

Please join me in wishing him well. And we will celebrate his career properly before
he leaves on June 30.
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Washington bids farewell to David
Pace
 

David Pace with a few of the regional reporters he worked with over the years. From le�
to right: Jim Drinkard, Lisa Zagaroli, Nancy Benac, Kim Mills, Michelle Mi�elstadt, Libby
Quaid and Ron Powers. And that's Marcy Gordon over David's right shoulder.

Libby Quaid (Email) - The AP-Washington bid a fond farewell to David Pace on
Thursday night, celebrating the career of AP's elections guru (title: news editor for
elections and special projects) and longtime Georgia/Alabama regional. For many
years David presided as dean of the Solarium, the area in the WDC bureau at 2021
K St. where regional reporters worked.

 

I had the good fortune of moving into the desk adjoining David's in the cube he'd
shared with Missouri/Kansas regionals before me, among them Curt Anderson and
Barry Massey. David helped me navigate the bureau and the city with patience and
skill and his very dry sense of humor.

 

David nursed me through my divorce - it was either my dog or my ex whom he
meant when he drawled at me, "Sounds like it's time to put 'em down."  I'm not sure
what I nursed him through, other than his aches and pains after weekend basketball
games with fellow journalists. I remember David wiping away tears the day his
daughter, Lillian, got accepted to Washington and Lee University.

 

mailto:lquaid@ap.org
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David addressing the group

From le�: Jesse Holland, re�red WDC news
editor Ma� Yancey, Merrill Hartson and former
APer John Heilprin. (Jesse and Merrill are s�ll
with AP.)

I'll never forget the story he told me about
learning as a young man that racisim was
stupid _ David, who grew up in the south,
went to college to study engineering at
Duke, where a black student in the program
was smarter than he was. (Speaking of his
engineering background, David has helped
me with math throughout my AP career.)

 

Once he was on the national staff, David
asked me to be an election analyst, and he
has proved a better statistics teacher than
anyone I ever had in college. Later, he was
my manager when I came back from
maternity leave to work the desk.

 

The photo taken last night is a Solarium photo of David with a few of the regional
reporters he worked with over the years: Jim Drinkard, Lisa Zagaroli, Nancy Benac,
Kim Mills, Michelle Mittelstadt, me and Ron Powers. And that's Marcy Gordon over
David's right shoulder.

 

The retirement celebration was lovely -- executive editor Sally Buzbee and acting
WDC bureau chief Wendy Benjaminson were there. David was introduced by David
Scott, who worked with David as politics editor for the 2016 election, and Stephen
Ohlemacher, who will be taking the election reins from David. David Scott is now
AP's deputy managing editor/operations. Retired deputy bureau chief Terry Hunt
came, along with dozens of other current and former APers.

 

David spoke, too, in particular
recognizing the election analysts
and race callers.

 

Many of us in Washington can't
imagine the bureau without David.
He deserves to move into this next
phase of life with Marcia and their
kids and grandchildren, but I think
we all wish he would stay on just a
little longer. The good news is, David
won't disappear. Last Friday was his
last day in the bureau, but he's
already been to New York for an
election-related meeting. We're all
hoping that, in his consultant role,
David will continue to be pulled back
in for his invaluable advice.
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A gathering to remember Jim
Fitzgerald
 

Jerry Schwartz presents his eulogy to Jim Fitzgerald, as colleague Warren
Levinson records his remarkable remembrance.

Warren Levinson (Email) - Family, friends and colleagues of the late Jim
Fitzgerald, who died of leukemia last month at 66, gathered Saturday at Jim's home
in Pelham, NY, for a celebration of his life. The AP's Jerry Schwartz wrote and read
a eulogy, as did one of his daughters.

 

Jim was a national editor, NY metro desk reporter and editor, and for many years the
Westchester County reporter. His wife was AP deputy international editor Ellen
Nimmons.

 

About 100 people turned out, including former AP President and CEO Lou Boccardi
and scores of present and former AP folks, including Marcus Eliason, Charlie
Hanley, Jack Stokes, Marjorie Anders, Kristin Gazlay, Andy Katell, Virginia Byrne,
Adolphe Bernotas, Frank Eltman, Kiley Armstrong, John Davidson, Mary Sedor.

(EDITOR'S NOTE:  Warren taped Jerry's eulogy but Connecting was unable to load
it into the newsletter. If you would like to hear the audio, send a note to Warren or to
me.)

 

mailto:wlevinson@ap.org
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Eulogy to Jim Fitzgerald: 'We are all better
for having known and loved him'
 

By Jerry Schwartz (Email)

Deputy director, Top Stories/Enterprise, AP-New York:

 

I hold in my hands a relic from a time long ago - a time when Ed Koch was mayor,
enchanting the city with shouts of "How'm I doin'?" from every street corner; a time
when when the Yankees were barreling toward a fifth-place finish, and moviegoers
lined up to see "Porky's" and "E.T.: The Extra-terrestrial"; when a young real estate
developer from Queens tried and failed to buy the Daily News, thus losing out on an
opportunity to strangle "fake news" in its crib.

 

What I have here is a story from the August 22, 1982, edition of The New York
Times. I'll read it to you in its entirety.

 

"The marriage of Ellen Mary Nimmons and James McGinty Fitzgerald, editors with
The Associated Press in New York, took place yesterday in Northfield, Mass. The
Rev. Charles J. Murphy, a Roman Catholic priest, and the Rev. Ronald Evans, a
Congregational minister, performed the ecumenical ceremony in the Russell Sage
Chapel at the Northfield Mount Hermon School.

 

"The bride, daughter of Mrs. Russell T. Nimmons of Spofford, N.H., and Northfield
and the late Mr. Nimmons, will retain her name professionally. She was graduated
from Syracuse University and is a national editor on the general desk at the AP.

 

"Mr. Fitzgerald, son of Mr. and Mrs. Gerald L. Fitzgerald of the Bronx, is a day editor
with the AP's New York City bureau. He was graduated from Manhattan College. His
father is a vice president of Doremus & Company, a public-relations and advertising
concern in New York."

 

These 145 words, you'll agree, are kind of spare, even by the standards of Times
wedding notices of the 1980s. But a number of us in this room this afternoon were
there on that memorable day nearly 35 years ago, and we can fill in a few of the
blanks for those of you who were not so fortunate.

 

The day was a bit overcast, though if I recall correctly it did not rain, at least in any
way that dampened the festivities. The ceremony in the old chapel was both stately

mailto:ninaojerrys@gmail.com
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Jim Fitzgerald

and warm. There followed a reception on the rolling green meadow of the bride's
family home. The music was fabulous - there was a New England contradance band
-- and there is, somewhere, a rare and cringe-inducing video of me dancing with
Rick Hampson.

 

The bride -- who was beautiful even under the fluorescent lighting of the general
desk -- was positively radiant. She wore a crown of flowers. And the groom ... the
groom glowed in his white jacket. One look and you knew that this man could not
believe his good fortune.

 

And yet, he should not have been surprised --
grateful, yes, but not surprised, because Jim
Fitzgerald was a lucky man. Not always -- in the
end, his luck deserted him. But the ending, as
horrific as it was, cannot be the story of his life.
No tragedy brims with this much love, this much
happiness, this much laughter.

 

His luck began in the beginning. He would live
most of his life elsewhere, in Brooklyn and
Pelham, but he was a Bronx boy, one of seven
children of Eileen McGinty and Gerald
Fitzgerald. His mom was a housewife who
raised her kids and then went to college. His
dad had a way with words; the children grew up
eager and able to use them.

 

Most of us know that Jim originally wanted to be
a priest -- in fact, he went to the all-boys St.
John's Prep in Collegeville, Minnesota, with that intention. But then, puberty struck,
and he went off in search of a different calling.

 

He found it when he was 20 years old and a student at Manhattan College (which,
he would always point out, was in the Bronx). Early on Memorial Day, 1971, he took
the No. 6 train to 51st Street and walked across town to start a summer job.  He took
an elevator to the fourth floor of 50 Rockefeller Plaza.

 

The doors opened, and he was overwhelmed by a wave of noise: editors yelling for
copy boys, reporters shouting over phones, obscenities flowing from a permanent
card game in the cafeteria, the incessant CHUNG-CHUNG-CHUNG of wire
machines that sent news around the world at 66 words a minute.

 

Welcome to The Associated Press, Jim Fitzgerald.



6/11/2017 Gmail - Connecting - June 05, 2017

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ui=2&ik=ed6abb69ca&view=lg&msg=15c784d6ef8e6b45 9/27

 

"I got goosebumps," he would say more than 40 years later, when he was received
the Peter Kihss Award from the Silurians. "And I thought: I've made it to the big
time."

 

Now when a Jewish guy quotes a saint, you should reach to make sure you still
have your wallet. But I'm going to do it anyway. It's a paraphrase of Thomas
Aquinas: "The things that we love tell us what we are."

 

And Jim loved his work, and his colleagues.

 

As an editor -- first on the broadcast desk, then the general desk, finally the city
desk -- he would attack each day cheerfully, with coffee and notepad in hand, shirt
sleeves rolled.  

 

The bureau was an extraordinary mix of talented and ambitious youngsters, like Jim
and Rick Hampson and Larry McShane and Kiley Armstrong, and curmudgeonly
old-timers like Art Everett and Tom Crane. (I will note with some dismay that those
curmudgeons were in their 60s, which somehow does not seem quite so old these
days.)

 

We had so much fun. We had so many great stories. And Jim was in the middle of it.
He believed in the AP; he believed in the craft of journalism, and in news, and in
truth; he believed in us all.

 

Jim the reporter was a more mobile version of Jim the editor. Timothy O'Connor, a
reporter for Newsday, the Daily News and the Journal News, spent a lot of time with
him in the northern suburbs. This is what he wrote on Facebook:

 

"Jim Fitzgerald probably wrote, I dunno, 10,000 stories in his tireless, stalwart
coverage of all things north of NYC for the AP. But it's not the art with which he did it
-- and he was amazing in his ability to synthesize any garble of events into a tight,
textbook, this-is-how-it's-done-kid story in the shortest amount of time. Mind-
boggling, really. And yet I can't think right now of a single line or story he wrote. All I
can think of was his unwavering goodness, friendship offered to all on our side of
the rope, his unstinting honesty and kindness, and rich sense of humor that really
only us deadline-enslaved wretches could really appreciate. In short, Jim Fitzgerald
was as fine a man as I've ever met."

 

Aquinas said, "The things that we love tell us what we are." And Jim loved his family.
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His brothers and sisters were among his closest friends. This was and is the best of
families -- ceaselessly boisterous, unfailingly loving and screamingly funny. It was
Regina who provided the stem cells that would extend his life -- her "super cells," as
Jim would call them.

 

His brother Gerry's death, five months before Jim's, was a cruel blow. At Gerry's
memorial service, the surviving siblings read the poem "We Are Seven" -- the all-
too-apt story of a young girl who insists that though two of her six brothers and
sisters have died, they remain seven, now and forever. 

 

Jim's daughters, Bridget and Caitlin, were his treasures; "they light up our lives from
afar," he once said.

 

He was so proud of their beauty, their intelligence and their fine hearts, and of how
they have made their way in the world. Bridget brought Brian into the family; Jim
saw in him a kindred spirit.

 

It was no surprise when these wonderful young women came back east to care for
him. How could they not?

 

As for Ellen, Jim could not have loved her more.

 

He would never forget the day in 1978 when she arrived at the general desk from
Boston -- the bright red poncho she wore, and the long blonde hair he called her
"crowning glory."

 

She was, he said flatly, "the greatest thing that ever happened to me."

 

It is hard for some of us to remember a time before they were JimandEllen, all one
word. In some ways, they were an unusual couple: Ellen has often said that it was
hard being the wife of a saint. She had more edges than he did, it's true. But Jim
loved her edges, and so do we.

 

Jim had edges, too, though they were not always so obvious.

 

His humor was not entirely gentle - after all, he was a journalist. He was an
unrepentant New York chauvinist. And he was a dyed-in-the-pinstripes Yankees fan
- one of the breed that is convinced it is a crime against humanity if its team does
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not win the World Series every year. They'd accept a four-game sweep; five games
was pushing it.

 

It is a measure of how much we loved him that we put up with this, and even
indulged it -- I fondly remember an evening 35 years ago when the New York City
bureau took Jim and Ellen out to the ballgame, and the Jumbotron flashed a
message welcoming the "Nimmons-Fitzgerald wedding party" to the big ballpark in
the Bronx.

 

When, last fall, we heard that Jim had managed to attend a Yankees game for the
58th consecutive year despite the ravages of his illness, we cheered.

 

By that time, we were all members of Team Fitzgerald, following his progress,
rooting him on.

 

His AP colleagues, who sent him their favorite books.

 

Photographer Richard Drew, who went Photoshop crazy, splicing Jim's picture with
others in ever more peculiar ways and posting them on Facebook. Somehow, Jim's
face found its way into a tattoo on Angelina Jolie's arm.

 

The nurses from New York Presbyterian Hospital, who missed their favorite patient
when he left the cancer ward, and came up to Pelham to pay him a visit.

 

His brother Tim, who shaved his head in solidarity when Jim lost his hair.

 

We all know that this story did not end happily. I talked with Jim a few days before
he died. He chatted a little bit about the camaraderie we'd enjoyed over the years.
And he said he was curious -- about what came next.

 

I do not know what awaited Jim. But we're here, sadly, without him.

 

Still, we are not without his essence. Remember -- the things that we love tell us
what we are. And the things Jim most loved in a life that was well-lived but way too
short are here, in this house, right now.
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If someone was to ask us how we were, we could not truthfully say we were "never
better." But we are all immeasurably better for having known and loved him.

 

Connecting mailbox
 

He didn't want that happening again

Joe McGowan (Email) - The mention of Bill Richardson and his fatal auto
accident brought back to memory one time while Indianapolis bureau chief I was in
southwest Indiana and called on the publisher. His name was Garth Whipple, owner
of the Mount Vernon Democrat. Turned out he invited me to dinner at his home with
his family. I had a piece of AP memorabilia which I gave to his young daughter.

 

Finally, time to go and I went out and got in the car and backed out of the driveway. 
All of a sudden, he was running out to the car. He asked where I was going and I
told him over to Evansville and spend the night. Evansville was a short distance.  He
sighed and said something like "thank God!". Then he told me the last time an AP
bureau chief had left his home at night, it was Bill Richardson!! He didn't want that
happening again.

 

-0-

 

Jesse Holland silver medalist in book
competition

Washington's Jesse J. Holland (Email) was a silver medalist in the 2017
Independent Publisher Book Awards for his book "The Invisibles: The Untold Story
of African American Slaves in the White House." Jesse's book, which was published
by Lyons Press in January 2016, tied for second place in the U.S. history category in
this year's award.

 

Launched in 1996 and conducted each year to honor the year's best independently
published books, the "IPPY" Awards recognize merit in a broad range of subjects
and reward authors and publishers who "take chances and break new ground."  This
year's contest drew 5,000 entries, and medals went to authors and publishers from
43 U.S. states, seven Canadian provinces, and 15 countries overseas.

 

mailto:joedos2@comcast.net
mailto:JHOLLAND@ap.org
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"The Invisibles" is Jesse's nonfiction second book,
with both being written during his 17 years in the
Washington bureau. "Black Men Built the Capitol:
Discovering African American History In and Around
Washington D.C." was published in 2007, and his first
children's novel, "Star Wars - The Force Awakens:
Finn's Story" was published in September 2016.

 

-0-

 

Iconic Sportswriter Harry
King Loses Column With
GateHouse
 

Harry King, the veteran journalist who has covered
Arkansas sports for more than 50 years, revealed
Friday that his three-times-a-week column for
GateHouse Media has been discontinued.

 

"They're trying to improve the bottom line," said
King, 74, who broke into writing with the Arkansas
Gazette during its sports heyday of the early
1960s, working with legendary figures like Orville
Henry, Jim Bailey and Jerry McConnell. Then came
35 years with the Associated Press in Little Rock
before joining Stephens Media and eventually
GateHouse. "It's the nature of the business today."

 

From Arkansas Business Journal. Read more here.
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More on Billy Martin
 

Gene Herrick (Email) - Mike Harris, in Connecting's May 30 yarn on Billy Martin,
stirred some old memories of mine concerning the character - Billy Martin. 

 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Be8v_71A6xelsJG2PrPshcap1eS3I5tg9OK8fbXxFtDh2lHUCOs89eywZPAXhgnFC95yYRcG-PwhO7aeAE0Ykb_bZ1uHWoIuDzAqTqAL6sVaT0NP-NUARImuytGQppqp_PQo5RfBdvN8hVvFTKXlryKxnM6XhUfV5IP9-ytlUh5skkv1ZaNIkEkQCGLEyq7EifO_YNNXNjMDQ8-AXcAQ8uksBqp6T6nVl073pOCCKopeyf13JL5pH0GADYragpDHPTI65iknWDqC6kGrRTPug94ws6DcbMNn&c=dC-rMV8J0Ig3ErvgEG6ysyOH-YeJTQ4gragV71fNpIrI4ztcVLz7Yg==&ch=JCvIxB_qty3IyBU-WqYVeKgz9dxZiJq4G-LotxG20oAB7a4xJSY_tA==
mailto:gherrick@jetbroadband.com
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Billy, of course, was the veteran New York Yankees' playboy and exciter of those
things strange,
 
 
I met and covered Martin when he later was a coach with the Minnesota Twins in the
early 60's.
 
 
One day Martin walked onto the field dressed in his baseball uniform which bore the
no.1 on his back.  As he approached I asked him if the No. 1 was his uniform
number, or his batting average.  He had a quizzical look, and then called me names,
and not printable names at that.
 
 
About that time, Mickey Mantle was at the Mayo Clinic in Rochester, Minnesota, and
told me he was going down to visit his old teammate and buddy.  I asked if it would
be okay if I met the two of them there and get a picture.  He said yes.  When I
arrived, Billy hadn't yet arrived.  I picked up the phone and called Mantle's room. 
Mantle was not the best friend of the media, and I doubted if he would see me until
after Martin arrived. A woman's voice answered the phone, but it was an operator. 
She asked who was calling, and I said Gene Herrick.  I did not say "With The
Associated Press."  Mantle then answered the phone, and I knew immediately that
he only answered because the caller was "Gene."  Mantle was a well-known
womanizer. 
 
 
Billy arrived, Mantle came to the lobby, and I got my picture and a couple of joking
words.
 
 
Another time, Joe Garagiola, the great St. Louis Cards catcher, who had turned to
radio broadcasting of baseball games, was in town for a Saturday game with the
Baltimore Orioles, then coached by Hank Bauer.  Bauer, Mantle, Martin, and Whitey
Ford were known as baseball's "Pecks-bad-boys."  After the game, Garagiola kept
the "Twins Room" after-the-game imbibing sports journalists teared-up in laughter. 
Martin and Bauer were there.
 
 
Next day was "Photo Day," where anyone could go on the field and take snapshots
of their favorite player.  I noted Bauer sitting in the dugout, his chin cupped in his
hands, with his elbows on his knees.  I knew he was overloaded by his imbibing with
his buddies.  I stepped on the top step of the dugout, and in a child-like voice, said,
"Mr. Bauer, may I take a picture of you?"  He looked up, saw who it was, and then
placed his hands about a foot from his head, indicting a hangover, and then said a
few swear words at me.
 
 
Those were the days, and I thoroughly enjoyed the camaraderie I was able to have
with so many of the great players of the time. 
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Death row inmates' last words:
Apologies, thanks, defiance

From le�: Georgia death row inmates Kelly Gissendaner, J.W. Ledford Jr. and Troy Davis,
all of whom had their execu�on chamber statements recorded and released. FROM
LEFT: LOUIE FAVORITE/ATLANTA JOURNAL CONSTITUTION VIA AP; GEORGIA DEPT. OF
CORRECTIONS (2) VIA AP

To most, inmates facing execution in America are just names, mug shots and written
descriptions of their crimes.

 

AP was interested in going beyond that, seeking to tell their stories in creative ways
that reach beyond our traditional audiences. To make that happen, a unique
interactive created by Atlanta-based reporter Kate Brumback, Interactive Editor
Nathan Griffiths and Interactive Producer Roque Ruiz takes people inside Georgia's
execution chamber to actually hear the last words of inmates right before they were
put to death.

 

Brumback, who witnesses Georgia executions for the AP, strains each time to hear
the apologies, thanks or defiance that many condemned inmates offer in their final
moments.

 

Georgia makes audio recordings of statements in the execution chamber - a rarity
among death penalty states.
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Georgia makes audio recordings of statements in the execution chamber that are
otherwise heard only by the gathered witnesses - a rarity among death penalty
states. While those statements are limited to two minutes, inmates also have an
opportunity to record a separate statement in a holding cell a couple of hours before
the scheduled execution time.

 

Brumback has made a practice of requesting any available recordings, along with
other documents, after every execution.

 

However, a discussion with her editors about claims made by one inmate in his
holding cell recording gave rise to the idea of doing something broader.

 

Brumback filed an open records request seeking all of Georgia's execution chamber
and holding cell recordings since 1983.

 

Brumback filed an open records request with the Department of Corrections seeking
all execution chamber and holding cell recordings back to 1983, when Georgia
resumed executions. Within a week, the Department of Corrections provided
recordings going back to 2011, and additional batches trickled in over the next
month and a half until Brumback had at least one statement from 44 inmates. Some
inmates only make a statement in the holding cell or only in the execution chamber,
some make both and some don't say anything at all.

 

Because the audio quality of some early recordings was poor, a decision was made
to only go back as far as 1993 for the interactive. The rambling length of some
holding cell statements and a desire to capture inmates' actual last words led to the
use of only execution chamber statements.

 

Photo desk manager Aaron Jackson scoured the AP photo archives to find prison
mug shots for each of the two dozen inmates that ended up in the interactive.
Brumback filed a new open records request to gather any missing photos. She then
researched the inmates' crimes and wrote short blurbs that also include the names
of the victims.

 

Ruiz and Griffiths pulled various elements together to create an easy-to-use
interactive that allows people to see the inmates' photos, read about their crimes
and click to hear their final words.

 

For their creative storytelling that takes people inside Georgia's death chamber,
Brumback, Griffiths and Ruiz share this week's Best of the States honors.
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How Sri Lanka let U.N. peacekeepers
get away with sexual abuse in Haiti

Re�red Sri Lanka Army Gen. Jagath Dias speaks during an interview in Colombo, Sri
Lanka, Sept. 12, 2016. In 2013, Sri Lanka sent Dias, a top military general, to inves�gate
the alleged rape of a Hai�an teenager. Dias, who has been dogged by war crimes
allega�ons himself, never talked to the alleged vic�m and cleared the soldier. AP PHOTO
/ RISHI LEKHI

When The Associated Press last year started to look into the issue of sexual abuse
by U.N. peacekeepers, one finding was a leaked investigative report detailing how a
group of 134 Sri Lankan peacekeepers preyed upon young Haitian children in a sex
ring that lasted for three years. Beyond that was another startling find: The U.N.
accepted a Sri Lankan general who was accused of being a war criminal to lead the
investigation of another rape in the Caribbean country.

 

AP's Katy Daigle traveled to Sri Lanka to score a rare, extended interview with Maj.
Gen. Jagath Dias and question him about his role - and to press government and
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military officials on how they'd followed up on the allegations. In London, meanwhile,
investigative reporter Paisley Dodds was tipped by sources to a State Department
memo on the WikiLeaks site in which a former U.S. ambassador to Sri Lanka raised
concerns that that country's military and government were complicit in war crimes
during the 26-year civil war.

 

Their disclosures earn the Beat of the Week.

 

In its investigation last year of problems among U.N. peacekeepers, the AP decided
to compile data going back many years. It discovered 2,000 allegations of sexual
abuse or exploitation over a decade. The worst case was in Haiti, where the AP was
leaked a horror-filled report on the child sex ring.

 

When AP prepared to interview Dias, it was mindful of safety issues, given reports
and rumors of attacks on those perceived to be enemies of the military. The Sri
Lankan army is beloved and widely revered among Sri Lanka's majority Sinhalese
population.

 

Daigle, based in New Delhi, fixed a time for meeting the general, but didn't learn the
location until the last minute. It turned out to the home of Dias' mother, a spacious
bungalow in Colombo where the general kept a small office with a couple of workers
for his private security business.

 

Dias freely spoke about Sri Lanka's U.N. peacekeeping role and his 2013
investigation, though he was vague on many details. He praised his peacekeepers'
records and downplayed accusations they were responsible for war crimes during
the country's civil war.

 

When asked about war crimes allegations against him personally, he warned AP not
to tread into areas he hadn't agreed to speak about. Still, Daigle pressed gently,
explaining the allegations were relevant, and he offered a short response, denying
the allegations and explaining how he and his troops cared for Tamils with charitable
works.

 

An @AP investigation reveals how a child sex ring involving UN peacekeepers from
Sri Lanka was whitewashed. https://t.co/AOdR2As75qpic.twitter.com/I54wxoUMYb

- The Associated Press (@AP) May 26, 2017

 

In London, Dodds followed up on the State Department memo, contacting the
former ambassador, who reiterated those concerns and expressed worry that some
of the same men could now be serving as U.N. peacekeepers. The reporters
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contacted several non-governmental organizations that detailed the extent of war
crimes allegations against Dias; they also noted that a Sri Lankan officer who had
been accused of rape in his own country was promoted to a prestigious U.N.
peacekeeping post later, underscoring a weakness in the U.N.'s vetting system and
illustrating a culture of impunity.

 

As Sri Lanka dismissed alleged civil war atrocities, its U.N. peacekeepers skirted
charges for alleged sexual abuse. https://t.co/LR1FSGN1tupic.
twitter.com/jZVsfDkgcB

- The Associated Press (@AP) May 26, 2017

 

Their story highlighted the lack of accountability and transparency that is dogging
the U.N. and making it difficult to stop what has become a crisis threatening the
future of the peacekeeping program, as big contributors threaten to pull out if the
U.N. doesn't stop the abuse.

 

The AP story made it into the U.N.'s daily briefing in New York.

 

The story received wide play in newspapers, was tweeted repeatedly and scored
strong engagement on Chartbeat. It even made it into the U.N.'s daily briefing in
New York, during which it was announced that Sri Lankan peacekeepers would be
subjected to more screening for future deployments but that it was powerless to stop
Dias from investigating the alleged rape.

 

For their news-breaking story that revealed another chapter in this peacekeeping
scandal, Daigle and Dodds share this week's $500 prize.

 

Connecting wishes Happy Birthday

  

To
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David Espo - davidmespo@gmail.com

 
Tom Jory - thjory@gmail.com

 

Nolan Kienitz - nkienitz@pobox.com
 

Stories of interest
 

Hey Corporate America, Please Sponsor This
Column! 
(Daily Beast)

 

By JEFF GREENFIELD

 

If you're a pro basketball fan, you're going to see something next fall you haven't
seen in ages. No, not an exciting, competitive New York Knick franchise. You're
going to see advertising on NBA uniforms. A small (2.5" x 3/5") patch on the chest of
the Cleveland Cavaliers will feature the Goodyear name; the Boston Celtics will
carry the logo of General Electric. If the three-year experiment is taken up by every
team, it could mean as much as $100 million a year in added revenue.

While a patch on an NBA uniform may be new, it doesn't amount to a patch on the
days of the old National Basketball League, when, as The New York Times notes,
teams bore the names of companies like the Akron Goodyear Wingfoots, the Fort
Wayne Zollner Pistons, the Toledo Jim White Chevrolets. But the decades since
such team names disappeared, has apparently meant that the impending
appearance of corporate logos has been met with resistance.

 

Read more here. Shared by John Hartzell.
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The Public Editor Signs Off

By LIZ SPAYD

The New York Times, Public Editor

There probably hasn't been a time in recent American history when the role of the
media was more important than now. The Trump administration is drowning in
scandal, the country is calcified into two partisan halves. And large newsrooms are
faced with a choice: to maintain an independent voice, but one as aggressive and
unblinking as the days of Watergate. Or to morph into something more partisan,
spraying ammunition at every favorite target and openly delighting in the chaos.

 

If I think back to one subject I've harped on the most as public editor over the last
year, this is probably it. Digital disruption and collapsing business models get all the
attention, but the prospect of major media losing its independence, and its influence,
ranks equally high among the industry's perils. Derision may feel more satisfying,
but in the long run stories that are measured in tone are more powerful. Whether
journalists realize it or not, with impartiality comes authority - and right now it's in
short supply.

 

Read more here.
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The state of the newspaper  (Columbia Daily Tribune)

 

By Rustan Burton

Publisher, Columbia (MO) Daily Tribune

 

In 2013, the state champion bur oak tree at McBaine was given what this paper
referred to as a hefty dose of TLC.

 

Work included removing dead limbs, fertilization, soil aeration and other remedies
intended for older trees. This particular tree is estimated to be between 350 and 400
years old.
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"There's a lot of people who care about the tree," said John Sam Williamson, who
owns the bur oak tree. "They had an interest in the tree and knew it was looking kind
of bad."

 

He refers to the tree as "living history" and readily explains a connection for the tree
with important dates. The bur oak has survived and weathered storms and lightning,
vandalism and historic flooding. It stood in nine feet of water for a prolonged period
during the Flood of '93.

 

The pruning, fertilizing and sprucing up was "planned health care" for the bur oak,
said Bill Spradley, owner of Trees, Forests and Landscapes, a team of arborists
from Kirkwood.

 

This story seems to have much in common with the state of our local newspaper
today.

 

While the circumstances are different, the analogy helps to illustrate some important
points regarding the Tribune.

 

Just like the old oak tree, the newspaper is important to many people. There are a
lot of people who care about it and understand its importance to our community. It is
not only connected with history - it's the community's historian.

 

Like the old oak tree, we have been fighting battles on many fronts. And like the
tree, every once in a while we need a bit of TLC, or as Bill Spradley put it: "Planned
health care."

 

That TLC for the newspaper came this last week in the form of expense reductions,
which required us to let some of our staff go - staff members who were very good at
their jobs and had been an important part of this paper and community for a long
time. They were like branches of our tree.

 

Pruning isn't as painful for a tree as it is an organization, but the result of not doing it
can be just as catastrophic. A tree left unpruned can weigh itself down so much that
it can break apart when the next storm hits.

 

Read more here. Shared by Scott Charton.
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The Final Word
 

Mr. Bear in the right seat
 

Kansas City is still small-town enough to not have High-Occupancy Vehicle lanes on
its interstates, but if and when we get them and I don't have Linda riding shotgun, 5-
year-old grandson Brennan's Mr. Bear will be in the right seat. I will need Brennan's
8-year-old sister Sophie, shown with me, along to negotiate with a state trooper just
in case things go south.

 

Today in History - June 5, 2017
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By The Associated Press
 

Today is Monday, June 5, the 156th day of 2017. There are 209 days left in the year.

 

Today's Highlight in History:

 

On June 5, 1967, war erupted in the Middle East as Israel, anticipating a possible
attack by its Arab neighbors, launched a series of pre-emptive airfield strikes that
destroyed nearly the entire Egyptian air force; Syria, Jordan and Iraq immediately
entered the conflict. (By the time fighting ended on the sixth day, Israel had captured
the Sinai Peninsula, the Gaza Strip, the West Bank, East Jerusalem and the Golan
Heights.)

 

On this date:

 

In 1794, Congress passed the Neutrality Act, which prohibited Americans from
taking part in any military action against a country that was at peace with the United
States.

 

In 1884, Civil War hero Gen. William T. Sherman refused the Republican
presidential nomination, saying, "I will not accept if nominated and will not serve if
elected."

 

In 1917, about 10 million American men between the ages of 21 and 31 began
registering for the draft in World War I.
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In 1933, the United States went off the gold standard.

 

In 1947, Secretary of State George C. Marshall gave a speech at Harvard University
in which he outlined an aid program for Europe that came to be known as The
Marshall Plan.

 

In 1950, the U.S. Supreme Court, in Henderson v. United States, struck down
racially segregated railroad dining cars.

 

In 1968, Sen. Robert F. Kennedy was assassinated after claiming victory in
California's Democratic presidential primary; gunman Sirhan Bishara Sirhan was
arrested.

 

In 1976, 14 people were killed when the Teton Dam in Idaho burst.

 

In 1986, a federal jury in Baltimore convicted Ronald W. Pelton of selling secrets to
the Soviet Union. (Pelton was sentenced to three life prison terms plus ten years.)

 

In 1997, former CIA officer Harold J. Nicholson was sentenced to 23 1/2 years in
prison for selling defense secrets to Russia after the Cold War.

 

In 2002, 14-year-old Elizabeth Smart was abducted from her Salt Lake City home.
(Smart was found alive by police in a Salt Lake suburb in March 2003; her
kidnappers, Brian David Mitchell and Wanda Barzee, are serving prison sentences.)

 

In 2004, Ronald Wilson Reagan, the 40th president of the United States, died in Los
Angeles at age 93 after a long struggle with Alzheimer's disease.

 

Ten years ago: Vice President Dick Cheney's former chief of staff, I. Lewis "Scooter"
Libby, was sentenced to 2? years in prison for lying and obstructing an investigation
into the exposure of CIA operative Valerie Plame. (President George W. Bush later
commuted the sentence.) A fourth suspect in an alleged plot to destroy New York's
John F. Kennedy International Airport surrendered to police in Trinidad.

 

Five years ago: Wisconsin Republican Gov. Scott Walker beat back a recall
challenge, winning both the right to finish his term and a voter endorsement of his
strategy to curb state spending. Jury selection began in Bellefonte, Pennsylvania, in
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the trial of Jerry Sandusky, the former Penn State assistant football coach charged
with child sexual abuse. (Sandusky was later convicted of 45 counts and sentenced
to 30 to 60 years in prison.) Science-fiction author Ray Bradbury, 91, died in Los
Angeles.

 

One year ago: Hillary Clinton overwhelmed Bernie Sanders in Puerto Rico's
Democratic presidential primary, putting her within striking distance of capturing her
party's nomination. David Gilkey, a veteran news photographer and video editor for
National Public Radio, and an Afghan journalist (Zabihullah Tamanna) were killed in
an insurgent ambush while on assignment. Novak Djokovic (NOH'-vak JOH'-kuh-
vich) became the first man in nearly a half-century to win four consecutive major
championships and finally earned an elusive French Open title to complete a career
Grand Slam, beating Andy Murray 3-6, 6-1, 6-2, 6-4. Army reservist Deshauna
Barber from the District of Columbia was crowned Miss USA at the pageant in Las
Vegas.

 

Today's Birthdays: Actor-singer Bill Hayes is 92. Broadcast journalist Bill Moyers is
83. Former Canadian Prime Minister Joe Clark is 78. Author Margaret Drabble is 78.
Country singer Don Reid (The Statler Brothers) is 72. Rock musician Freddie Stone
(AKA Freddie Stewart) (Sly and the Family Stone) is 70. Rock singer Laurie
Anderson is 70. Country singer Gail Davies is 69. Author Ken Follett is 68. Financial
guru Suze Orman is 66. Rock musician Nicko McBrain (Iron Maiden) is 65. Jazz
musician Peter Erskine is 63. Jazz musician Kenny G is 61. Rock singer Richard
Butler (Psychedelic Furs) is 61. Actress Beth Hall is 59. Actor Jeff Garlin is 55.
Actress Karen Sillas is 54. Actor Ron Livingston is 50. Singer Brian McKnight is 48.
Rock musician Claus Norreen (Aqua) is 47. Actor Mark Wahlberg is 46. Actor Chad
Allen is 43. Rock musician P-Nut (311) is 43. Actress Navi Rawat (RO'-waht) is 40.
Actress Liza Weil is 40. Rock musician Pete Wentz (Fall Out Boy) is 38. Rock
musician Seb Lefebvre (Simple Plan) is 36. Actress Chelsey Crisp (TV: "Fresh Off
the Boat") is 34. Actress Amanda Crew is 31. Actress Sophie Lowe is 27.

 

Thought for Today: "A lie has no leg, but a scandal has wings." - Thomas
Fuller, English clergyman (1608-1661).

Got a story or photos to share?
 

   
Got a story to share? A favorite memory of your AP days? Don't keep them to yourself.
Share with your colleagues by sending to Ye Olde Connec�ng Editor. And don't forget to
include photos!

Here are some suggestions:
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- Second chapters - You finished a great career. Now
tell us about your second (and third and fourth?)
chapters of life.
 
- Spousal support - How your spouse helped in
supporting your work during your AP career. 

- My most unusual story - tell us about an unusual,
off the wall story that you covered.

- "A silly mistake that you make"- a chance to 'fess
up with a memorable mistake in your journalistic
career.

- Multigenerational AP families - profiles of families
whose service spanned two or more generations.

- Volunteering - benefit your colleagues by sharing volunteer stories - with ideas on
such work they can do themselves.

- First job - How did you get your first job in journalism?

- Connecting "selfies" - a word and photo self-profile of you and your career, and
what you are doing today. Both for new members and those who have been with us
a while.

- Most unusual place a story assignment took you.

Paul Stevens
Editor, Connec�ng newsle�er
paulstevens46@gmail.com
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