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COLLEAGUES - CORRECT DATE FOR JAMES FINLEY MEMORIAL AND
EXHIBITION SHOULD BE TUESDAY, AUGUST 1.  THIS CORRECTS THE DATE
IN JUST-SENT ISSUE. APOLOGIES.

Colleagues,

 

Good Thursday morning! 
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The family of James Finley, AP's St. Louis
photographer for 22 years, has announced plans
for a memorial and an exhibition of his work.
Finley died Sunday at the age of 76.

 

Friends and colleagues are invited to the
event, to be held from 5 p.m to 9 p.m. on
Tuesday, August 1, at the Third Degree Glass
Factory, 5200 Delmar Blvd, in St. Louis.

Connecting will be there to provide coverage. Meantime, we welcome your favorite
memories of a man highly respected for his photographic skills and for the
mentoring he provided so many of us over the years.

Misteaks happen, and on Wednesday one was committed by the AP on Twitter that
caused the @APWestRegion to tweet: "The AP has deleted a tweet about a giraffe
being born because it included a photo of the wrong giraffe. A new tweet is
upcoming."

 

Among the public response Tweets: "Thank you for sticking your neck out like this."
And: "Sounds like a tall tale. Are you sure this story has legs?" And, of course, in
this day and age: "so u admit u are fake news".

 

We lead today's issue with memories from retired Washington newsman Larry
Margasak - who retired in 2013 after a 47-year career - recalling the time when the
AP recognized a staffer's significant AP anniversary with a gift selected by the
staffer out of a catalog. It was called the service recognition program and the quality
of gifts increased with longer years of service - at one time starting at 25 years and
then 30, 35 and up.

The AP, like everyone in the news industry, is operating under far more stringent
budgets these days. Those who achieve 25 years of service are able to choose a
gift and are invited to take part in the 25-Year Club Celebration in New York.

 

Larry is still riding the bike that was one of his anniversary gifts.

 

Paul

 

He's still riding his AP anniversary gift
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Larry Margasak (Email) - There was a time when The AP gave employees
decent anniversary gifts for each milestone, and two stand out for me in a 47-year
AP career. One was a "flat screen" television that did have a flat screen, but the
back bulged out and was so heavy that you needed an NFL tackle to lift it. However,
the color was good, and I used it for many years.

 

The second was the Ross 21-gear mountain
bike pictured here, made in the USA. From
Wikipedia: Ross was a bicycle brand that
manufactured over 15 million bicycles in the
United States between 1946 and 1988. The
company, which competed with domestic
bicycle manufacturers Schwinn and Huffy,
was widely noted for its pioneering marketing
of mountain bikes.

 

I recall calling Ross once with a question.
Although it was soon after I received the bike,
the company said the model was no longer
made. Nonetheless, I loved the bike then and
still do. It's heavy as hell, but I convinced
myself that I would get a far better cardio
workout than from a lightweight racing bike.

 

A number of years ago, I decided I preferred an early morning run, and stopped
using the bike. Also, Washington, D.C., and Silver Spring, Maryland, where I live
were not nearly as bike friendly as they are now. The bike stayed in a basement
closet.

 

To bring this story up to date, I realized the bike I use at our second home in Cape
May, New Jersey - rescued from a dumpster about 15 years ago - was now rusting
everywhere. So this past weekend, with a neighbor's help, I managed to stuff the
Ross bike into the back of my Prius and drove it to Cape May.

 

My first stop was the local bike shop, where I offered to leave it for a tuneup. Maybe
this is small town friendliness, but the guy inflated the tires, rolled it around the shop,
and suggested I take it for a spin and save my money, because the only thing he
saw was dust.

 

The bottom line: my old AP bike performed superbly, as I rode along smelling the
ocean air, and went to the nearby old sea town of Cape May Point (one general
store, a few churches and a state park that Chris Christie didn't visit when it was

mailto:lmargasak@msn.com
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closed). Then, onto the rural road that passes an Alpaca farm and headed home
along the canal that makes Cape May an island.

 

And my 74-year-old legs were able to do it all in gears 15 to 21.

 

One final point about AP gifts. The last gift list I received before my retirement in
2013 (I assume for my 45th) was so degraded that I resisted choosing anything until
HR kept hounding me with emails -  admonishing me to pick SOMETHING. I finally
relented and did so.

 

For the life of me, I can't remember what it was.

 

Connecting mailbox
 

In praise of Little Rock's Harry King
 

Scott Charton (Email) - I loved Denis Searles' note: "BEST NEWS WRITERS-
Lew Ferguson at the Minneapolis AP and John Mossman at the Denver AP (see
Wednesday's Connecting). Both were their bureau's sports writers basically
handling pro and major college sports. But they also filled any of the desk slots as
needed. When major news blew up, whether political, police, racial or business, they
covered it without missing a step. Their copy was fast, clear, clean and concise.
Their work - whether sports or news - took that additional load off us desk types who
were grinding out the never-ending rewrite and broadcast reports..."

 

And let me say the same about Harry King, longtime AP news AND sports editor in
Arkansas. Harry would be cranking out news copy nonstop, shagging myriad
incoming Little Rock bureau phone calls and turning out highly readable (and widely
read) Razorback sports and Oaklawn horse racing copy with ease. Harry started his
career as a teenager at the Arkansas Gazette under legendary Sports Editor Orville
Henry. Harry, now retired, was one of the best desk editors on any subject I've ever
seen. He reminded me of AP Special Correspondent Walter Mears' comment, which
I'm paraphrasing: you still need to be able to write the two-car crash on Route 10.
The versatility of AP reporters is one of the organization's greatest assets.

 

-0-

 

mailto:chartonconsulting@yahoo.com


7/29/2017 Gmail - Connecting - July 27, 2017 - Writethru

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ui=2&ik=ed6abb69ca&jsver=FxoDZtPAYeY.en.&view=pt&search=inbox&th=15d8438036aab3cf&siml=15d8438036a… 5/14

On the Confederate flag in the Iwo Jima photo
 

Joe McKnight (Email) - Your lead Wednesday about the Confederate flag being
superimposed on the flag in Joe Rosenthal's Iwo Jima picture prompt's this:

I've still got some Confederate money; my native south will rise again.

 

-0-

 

Once past a certain age, you observe - not
celebrate - your birthday
  

Gene Herrick (Email) - Here is a shot of me with a Happy Birthday piece of
Cheese cake, at the Hotel Roanoke, where Kitty Hylton and I celebrated
(Observed?) my 91st birthday.

 

CX's wonderful photo editor in charge, Fred Wright, often said, once you get past a
certain age, one does not celebrate, but observers, indicating that said person was
too fragile and mentally out of it that they could not celebrate.  Let the jury decide!

mailto:jbmatap@aol.com
mailto:gherrick@jetbroadband.com
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In response to my asker about his birthday, he added:

 

Speaking of birthdays, and recognizing
my own 91st crossing of the moment of
birth, I am reminded of a couple of
birthday cake blow-outs, two of mine,
and one of then Senator Lyndon
Johnson.

 

Then Senator Johnson was in
Minneapolis, in 1959, where he also
celebrated his 51st birthday, and had a
candle-loaded birthday cake.

 

One of mine was celebrated in an iron mine near Ely, Minnesota, in the 1960's.
 (Below) I was covering the balloon flights, which were the precursors of the United
States' space-age.  It was about 4 a.m., and came about when my fellow journalists,
including AP's Bill Chevalier (now retired in Portland, Oregon,  got a local baker out
of bed, put on the candles, and then presented to me.  We ate the cake later - by
then covered with iron-ore dust.

  The other was my surprise birthday that my
family provided last year on my 90th.  I
admonished them, along with my humble
thanks, that I did not appreciate the 90th
candle, since I was still....39.

 

To say the least, when I was in the battles of
the Korean War, or going through the difficult
coverage of the beginning of the Civil Rights
Movement, and all of the other stories of
conflict in my 28 years of AP staffship, did I

ever expect to reach this ripe age.  However, I do thank God for the wonderful and
exciting events, and the great AP people I have known and worked with.

 

-0-

 

Iwo Jima flag raising - Lego style
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Mark Mittelstadt spotted this Facebook post by Brian Friedman and shared:

 

Lego version of Joe Rosenthal's AP photo of the Iwo Jima flag raising, at the
National Museum of the Marine Corps. - in Quantico, Virginia.

 

 

Connecting wishes Happy Birthday
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To

Hank Ackerman - ack1942@gmail.com

Stories of interest
 

Here's how local TV news is making it harder
for the Senate to repeal Obamacare  (Washington Post)

 

Senate Republicans voted Tuesday night to open debate on repealing and possibly
replacing the Affordable Care Act - the first iteration of which promptly stumbled on
procedural grounds.

 

But does any proposal have enough support to pass?

 

The ACA repeal was always going to be a tough, uphill battle in the Senate, as we
explained here in May. The stakes are high - both for the millions of Americans who
now have insurance through Obamacare, and for the Republican Party that
promised to repeal it.

 

Senate efforts have failed so far for a variety of reasons. But here's one that hasn't
yet been explored: local television news. That drumbeat of coverage in their home
districts during Senate debates may have made some GOP senators think twice
about angering constituents - including those of their own party.

 

Read more here.

-0- 

mailto:ack1942@gmail.com
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Where are the mothers?  (Nieman)

 

"We're having a bit of a baby boom," says Lauren Williams, executive editor of
Vox.com and the mother of an 18-month-old. When the news startup began in 2014,
there wasn't a single parent working at the site. But as the website has grown, so
have employees' families. Now, around 15 percent of the 90-person staff have
children.

 

Margaret Wheeler Johnson, who has a 2-year-old and an infant, was the first person
to have a baby while working at Bustle.com, a startup women's site. She's now
managing editor of Romper.com, owned by the same company, a site for millennial
moms that is also experiencing a surge in new children among staff.

 

"We're all in that early to mid-30s life shift," is how Kate Sheppard, with a 20-month-
old son, describes the leaders of HuffPost's Washington bureau. Three quarters of
the senior staff have children under 2.

 

Read more here.

 

-0-

 

He's spent nearly 7 decades at The San
Francisco Chronicle. This year, at 98, he's
retiring  (Poynter)

 

David Perlman was born in 1918 - a decade before the discovery of penicillin and
the Big Bang Theory.

 

And, for the majority of his career, he covered scientific progress in the 20th century
and beyond, writing thousands of articles about everything from the beginning of the
space age to the computer age.

 

Until now.
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The 98-year-old science editor is retiring from The
San Francisco Chronicle after nearly seven decades
at the newspaper, a decision he said had been
coming for a while.

 

"I first began thinking about it a year ago and then,
what the hell - it was too much fun still working, and I
could still write good stories," Perlman told Poynter.
"So it was, I think, a couple of months ago,
something like that, that I realized it's really time to
stop."

 

Read more here.

 

The Final Word
 

The story of why pilots say "Roger that"  (Vintage News)

 

Since the earliest days of avia�on, effec�ve communica�on between ground staff and pilots
has been a key component of safe flying of aircra�.

 

Every informa�on the pilot might get or share with the ground staff can be crucial, and it
might save the lives of both the avia�on personnel and the passengers.

 

Although avia�on communica�on seems to be a very simple thing to do now, it was one of
the most complicated things during the early stages of avia�on. Since December 17th, 1903,
when the Wright brothers made the first successful flight in history, communica�on with
pilots in the air has been a real challenge.

 

Read more here.
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By The Associated Press

Today is Thursday, July 27, the 208th day of 2017. There are 157 days left in the
year.

 

Today's Highlight in History:

 

On July 27, 1967, President Lyndon B. Johnson appointed the Kerner Commission
to assess the causes of urban rioting, the same day black militant H. Rap Brown told
a press conference in Washington that violence was "as American as cherry pie.
Americans taught the black people to be violent. We will use that violence to rid
ourselves of oppression if necessary."

 

On this date:

 

In 1789, President George Washington signed a measure establishing the
Department of Foreign Affairs, forerunner of the Department of State.

 

In 1866, Cyrus W. Field finished laying out the first successful underwater telegraph
cable between North America and Europe (a previous cable in 1858 burned out after
only a few weeks' use).

 

In 1880, British and Indian troops suffered a major defeat to Afghan forces during
the Second Anglo-Afghan War.
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In 1921, Canadian researcher Frederick Banting and his assistant, Charles Best,
succeeded in isolating the hormone insulin at the University of Toronto.

 

In 1942, during World War II, the First Battle of El Alamein in Egypt ended in a draw
as Allied forces stalled the progress of Axis invaders. (The Allies went on to win a
clear victory over the Axis in the Second Battle of El Alamein later that year.)

 

In 1953, the Korean War armistice was signed at Panmunjom, ending three years of
fighting.

 

In 1960, Vice President Richard M. Nixon was nominated for president on the first
ballot at the Republican national convention in Chicago.

 

In 1974, the House Judiciary Committee voted 27-11 to adopt the first of three
articles of impeachment against President Richard Nixon.

 

In 1980, on day 267 of the Iranian hostage crisis, the deposed Shah of Iran died at a
military hospital outside Cairo, Egypt, at age 60.

 

In 1995, the Korean War Veterans Memorial was dedicated in Washington by
President Bill Clinton and South Korean President Kim Young-sam.

 

In 1996, terror struck the Atlanta Olympics as a pipe bomb exploded at Centennial
Olympic Park, directly killing one person and injuring 111. (Anti-government
extremist Eric Rudolph later pleaded guilty to the bombing, exonerating security
guard Richard Jewell, who had been wrongly suspected.)

 

In 2003, comedian Bob Hope died in Toluca Lake, Calif., at age 100.

 

Ten years ago: The House sent President George W. Bush legislation to intensify
anti-terror efforts in the U.S., carrying out major recommendations of the
independent 9/11 Commission (Bush signed the measure into law). Former Qwest
Communications chief Joe Nacchio (NAH'-chee-oh) was sentenced to six years in
prison for illegally selling $52 million in stock while not telling investors that his
telecommunications company faced serious financial risks. (Nacchio was released
in September 2013 after serving 4 1/2 years.) Two Phoenix news helicopters
collided and crashed while covering a police chase on live television, killing all four
people on board.
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Five years ago: Britain opened its Olympic Games in a celebration of Old England
and new, even cheekily featuring a stunt double for Queen Elizabeth II parachuting
with James Bond into Olympic Stadium. The International AIDS Conference closed
in Washington, D.C. Tony Martin, 98, the romantic singer who appeared in movie
musicals from the 1930s to the 1950s, died in Los Angeles.

 

One year ago: President Barack Obama, addressing cheering delegates at the
Democratic convention in Philadelphia, implored Americans to elect Hillary Clinton
to the White House, casting her as a candidate who believed in the optimism that
drove the nation's democracy and warning against the "deeply pessimistic vision" of
Republican Donald Trump. More than a year after Freddie Gray, a black man,
suffered a broken neck in a Baltimore police van, the effort to hold six officers
criminally responsible for his death collapsed when the city abruptly dropped all
charges in the case.

 

Today's Birthdays: TV producer Norman Lear is 95. Actor Jerry Van Dyke is 86.
Sportscaster Irv Cross is 78. Actor John Pleshette is 75. Actress-director Betty
Thomas is 70. Olympic gold medal figure skater Peggy Fleming is 69. Singer
Maureen McGovern is 68. Actress Janet Eilber is 66. Rocker Tris Imboden is 66.
Actress Roxanne Hart is 63. Country's Duncan Cameron and comedian Carol Leifer
are 61. Comedian Bill Engvall is 60. Jazz singer Karrin Allyson is 55. Country's
Stacy Dean Campbell and rocker Juliana Hatfield are 50. Actor Julian McMahon is
49. Actor Nikolaj Coster-Waldau is 47. Comedian Maya Rudolph is 45. Rocker Abe
Cunningham is 44. Singer-songwriter Pete Yorn is 43. Baseball's Alex Rodriguez is
42. Actor Seamus Dever is 41. Actor Jonathan Rhys Meyers is 40. Actor Blair
Redford is 34. Actress Taylor Schilling is 33. Singer Cheyenne Kimball is 27. Golfer
Jordan Spieth is 24. Actress Alyvia Alyn Lind is 10.

 

Thought for Today: "Diplomacy is the art of saying `Nice doggie' until you can
find a rock." - Will Rogers, American humorist (1879-1935).

Got a story or photos to share?
 

   
Got a story to share? A favorite memory of your AP days? Don't keep them to yourself.
Share with your colleagues by sending to Ye Olde Connec�ng Editor. And don't forget to
include photos!

Here are some suggestions:

- Second chapters - You finished a great career. Now tell us about your second
(and third and fourth?) chapters of life.
 



7/29/2017 Gmail - Connecting - July 27, 2017 - Writethru

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ui=2&ik=ed6abb69ca&jsver=FxoDZtPAYeY.en.&view=pt&search=inbox&th=15d8438036aab3cf&siml=15d8438036… 14/14

- Spousal support - How your spouse helped in
supporting your work during your AP career. 

- My most unusual story - tell us about an unusual,
off the wall story that you covered.

- "A silly mistake that you make"- a chance to 'fess
up with a memorable mistake in your journalistic
career.

- Multigenerational AP families - profiles of families
whose service spanned two or more generations.

- Volunteering - benefit your colleagues by sharing
volunteer stories - with ideas on such work they can do
themselves.

- First job - How did you get your first job in journalism?

- Connecting "selfies" - a word and photo self-profile of you and your career, and
what you are doing today. Both for new members and those who have been with us
a while.

- Most unusual place a story assignment took you.

Paul Stevens
Editor, Connec�ng newsle�er
paulstevens46@gmail.com
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