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Colleagues,

 

What should you do with your used eclipse glasses?

 

That question was posed in an article in Smithsonian Magazine, along with some
answers - chief among them, donate your glasses to Astronomers Without
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Borders, an organization that will soon
announce a program to collect the used
glasses and distribute them to schools in
South America and parts of Asia, which will
experience their own solar eclipses in 2019.

 

Read more here, and thanks to Ruth Gersh
for spotting and sharing the article. That's
Andy Lippman in the photo, looking skyward
along with about 200 of his fellow residents of
South Pasadena, California.

 

Here's to a great day!

 

Paul

Trump revisits his Charlottesville
comments in angry speech

AP Photo/Alex Brandon
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By JULIE BYKOWICZ

PHOENIX (AP) - President Donald Trump opened his political rally in Phoenix with
calls for unity and an assertion that "our movement is about love." Then he erupted
in anger.

 

He blamed the media for the widespread condemnation of his response to violence
at a Charlottesville, Virginia, protest organized by white supremacists. And he
shouted that he had "openly called for healing, unity and love" in the immediate
aftermath of the tragedy and had simply been misrepresented in news coverage.

 

He read from his three responses to the racially charged violence - getting more
animated with each one. He withdrew from his suit pocket the written statement he'd
read the day a woman was killed by a man who'd plowed a car through counter-
protesters, but he skipped over the trouble-causing part that he'd freelanced at the
time - his observation that "many sides" were to blame.

 

Read more here. 

 

More of your solar eclipse stories
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AP Photo/Charlie Riedel

Chicago:  Crowds may have topped Cubs',
Blackhawks' victory parades
 

George Garties (Email) - I was one of probably hundreds of thousands who hit
the streets of the Chicago downdown "Loop" to watch. The eclipse was only 87%
total here, and you had to catch it between drifting clouds, but it was an incredible
experience nonetheless.

 

I'd guess crowds topped those for more typical Chicago mob scenes like the Cubs'
or Blackhawks victory parades. Standing on the Adams Street bridge and looking up
the Chicago River, every one of the famous steel bridges was packed shoulder to
shoulder, and rails along both sides of the river were lined with people too. It was
festive and friendly; people shared their coveted eclipse glasses and called to each

mailto:ggarties@ap.org
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other when the crescent sun would break
through clouds.

 

Great experience.

 

-0-

 

Columbia, MO:  Heading
west to find a clear view
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Dave Lubeski (Email) - The eclipse stories from Atchison and St. Joseph in
Monday's Connecting sure did hit home. Two days before the big event, my British
friend Barry and I did a scouting run which included those two locations. We
assessed road conditions and contemplated traffic backups and talked to the
organizers of the St. Joe's airport watch festivities. They expected 17,000 people
and were sold out, but told us we might have better luck to the west in towns like
Hiawatha and Fairview. 

 

We headed in that direction and determined the alternate locations would work and
were just an hour away from home in Topeka. We were set.

mailto:davelubeski@gmail.com
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Everything changed Monday morning. The weather forecast for our chosen location
was dismal and even reachable alternate sites didn't look good. The best we could
come up with was partly cloudy

 

At 8:06 am we pulled out of the driveway and headed east to Missouri. I even had
an alternative route plan to avoid the "congested" interstates. We started on I-70
and decided to pull off to back roads when traffic got bad. Our spirits were
dampened considerably when we ran into the storm of storms thru Kansas City, but
we trekked on to eventually reach the city limits of Columbia where Barry spotted
lawn chair enclaves just off the highway. We joined one of them and began making
new friends.

 

There were clouds overhead, but we could see the sun.

 

I was happy for my pal Barry. He'd traveled all the way from London making his third
attempt to view a total eclipse - the first two were clouded over. He saw this one and
just in time, just seconds after the sun re-emerged clouds moved in and obscured it.

 

-0-

 

Brooklyn:  Watching from up on the roof
 

Brenda Smiley (Email) - It's the day of the
eclipse and although we're not directly in that
swath of totality, it is rare and not to be missed,
especially since clear skies will let us watch the
moon's shadow blot out a sizable 71% portion of
our great gaseous star. Without leaving home.  A
lot easier than just getting to Missoula,
Montana's Hellgate canyon to cover the 1979
solar eclipse.

 

Get up here!" Jerry Wagoner yelled. It's 1:44 and
it's starting. Glasses on!"

 

(My husband) Richard (Pyle) declined, citing the
heat. It had been in the upper 80s. I put on the
glasses, and, lo, there it was, right above us.

mailto:brenstar358@gmail.com
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Mari Oshima Wagoner had set up a binocular pinhole image device on our roof deck
and at 2:09 I captured sight of first bite. The next images reveal a shadowy moon
munching away. We notice the sky darkening, temperatures dropping, birds not
chirping, neighboring pigeons and the pesky wasps have disappeared.

 

2:23. Mari and Jerry look to the skies.

 

It's a somewhat sunny day in Carroll
Gardens.

 

2:44. I run down to help Richard upstairs, but
he's staying where he is.

 

Inside the light appears unnaturally limited, still Richard wears the solar glasses,
perhaps to stave off the unnatural glare of Donald Trump.

 

3:08. Pinhole image shows that little moon coursing to exit.

 

Now you see it, now you don't.

 

It's 4:00pm, and one of the rare events that happens to be right on schedule, this
year's Saros cyclic eclipse moves on.

 

The light, heat and attendant late summer distractions return. For a nearly three-
hour interlude, it was as though we had been grasped by a giant hand to a place out
of time as part of a cosmic symphony.

 

Stay posted for 2024.

 

-0-

 

Cleveland: Improvising with kitchen colander
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Mark Duncan (Email) - While we did not get to witness a total solar eclipse, it
was about 80% in Cleveland Monday. No glasses or proper filter for the camera so
we improvised. Here is a photo of many eclipses projected through a kitchen
colander.

 

-0-

 

No ifs, ands...and butts
 

Bob Daugherty (Email) - The eclipse image of the nudists by J.B. Forbes was a
'killer.' The only complaint I have is that Connecting underplayed it. Butt I
understand, after all Connecting is a family-friendly newsletter, no ifs ands or butts!

 

-0-

 

White County, TN:  Eclipse report from a
cemetery

mailto:markduncan@ameritech.net
mailto:robertd127@gmail.com
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Al Cross (Email) - I haven't read any reports of eclipse viewing from a cemetery,
which for some folks could have greatly added to the eerie feeling of totality. That
wasn't the reason I went to the France Cemetery in White County, Tennessee; it was
a case of getting two birds with one stone. It has the grave of the most notorious
Confederate guerrilla, Champion "Champ" Ferguson, who was one of only two

mailto:acros3@email.uky.edu
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rebels hanged after the war (the other being the superintendent of Andersonville).
He was from my home town of Albany, Ky., near the Tennessee border, and I had
never seen his grave, so when I saw it was near the middle of totality (2 minutes and
38 seconds), my brother David and I went with our wives. We found his grave
draped with a Confederate flag to which had been added what the makers called
"an eclipse sign." They wouldn't give me their names or be pictured, citing recent
controversies. All that aside, we noticed two natural phenomena: the sharpness of
shadows when the sun was almost completely obscured, and the birds. No, we
didn't hear them stop chirping, as is usually told. The night birds began singing.

 

I found time to do some research on the "eclipse" symbol on the flag, as it was
described, and it appears to be an Americanized version of a sonnenrad, one of
several ancient symbols adopted by the Nazis. According to the Anti-Defamation
League, one alternate name for it is "black sun."

 

ADL also cautions, "Because sonnenrad imagery is used by many cultures around
the world, one should not assume that most sonnenrad-like images necessarily
denote racism or white supremacy; rather, they should be analyzed carefully in the
context in which they appear." https://www.adl.org/education/references/hate-
symbols/sonnenrad

 

 

Connecting mailbox
 

Christine Yi leaves AP for CNN's new Great Big
Story

 
Christine Yi (Email) - has left the AP to become director of strategy at CNN. In
her role at the AP in New York, was director of operations, overseeing revenue
operations, including digital advertising and AP Content Services, as well as APT
(third party content distribution).
 

"I wasn't actively looking to leave, but another opportunity fell in my lap with a media
startup called Great Big Story, which is owned by CNN," Yi tells her Connecting
colleagues. "They started it two years ago to experiment with short-form non-news
video in order to find a younger audience online. Great Big Story has done well
enough that CNN has decided to invest again in the next stage of growth, which is
where I come in and work as the GM's right hand to think through strategy and
execute the plan."
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Yi, who begins her new job August 28, said she
loved working for the AP but "was enticed by the
prospect of growing a fledgling business. I also
just love the content that GBS is creating. It is
optimistic in tone, cinematically shot and
produced, and features amazing and beautiful
people and things.

 

"I leave AP with wonderful memories. It's an
important institution filled with kind, dedicated
colleagues."'

 
-0-

Christina Van Horn, former AP journalist in
Concord and Hartford, dies at 66

Christina Van Horn, of Concord, died Monday, Aug. 14, 2017, at her home. She was
66.

 

She spent many years as an editor, beginning her
career at the Concord Monitor, then working at
Associated Press bureaus in Concord and
Hartford, Conn. She ended her New England
editing career at the Boston Globe, where she
was a copy editor on the local and wire desks and
for The Calendar. She was also a business agent
for Boston Newspaper Guild. Currently, she was
an editor for PlaidSwede Publishing of Concord.

 

She worked in New York City as speechwriter for
the New York City commissioner of the Human
Resources Administration and was editor of the
New School's Observer newspaper. She delved

into the fledgling world of information technology, working as an editor for Commuter
Industry Daily, the first daily newspaper to be published and transmitted
electronically.

 

Her next editing job was for Esther Dyson, one of the nation's top information
technology gurus. In this capacity, she traveled extensively for Dyson, visiting



8/30/2017 Gmail - Connecting - August 23, 2017

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ui=2&ik=ed6abb69ca&jsver=PX1Y7GgZjW4.en.&view=pt&search=inbox&th=15e0f3b528bc871d&siml=15e0f3b52… 13/21

Warsaw, Budapest, Slovenia, Bratislava and the Czech Republic. Dyson played a
groundbreaking role in opening the East to Western commerce.

 

Click here for a link to her obituary in the Concord Monitor. Shared by Adolphe
Bernotas.

-0-

 
Introduction to two of world's greatest Elvis
fans

 
Eric Newhouse (Email) - Jack Thornell, the Pulitzer Prize-winning fotog from
New Orleans, dropped a wonderful story in my lap as we waited outside the
mausoleum in which Elvis was to be interred. "Do you want to meet two of the
world's greatest Elvis fans?" he asked me.

 
I had worked with Jack from 1972-76 and knew him to be one of the world's great
gossips, so of course I said yes. He then took me over to talk with two young women
standing in the middle of the press pool. "They're fake reporters," he told me quietly.

 
Pat Christian and Dana Miletta told me that they had been working in New Jersey
when they heard of Elvis' death. They immediately hopped a plane for Memphis and
caught a cab to Graceland Mansion, where they hopped over a fairly high wall and
began scavenging for souvenirs.  But there wasn't much to be found.

 
The next morning, they came to the cemetery, found a line of florists' trucks, slipped
aboard one, made it through security, and spent the day helping florists transport
and arrange their floral displays. They were good enough that they got several job
offers from florists who thought they were working for a competitor.

 
The next morning, though, the florists were gone. But they'd seen people passing
through security with reporter's notebooks, so they visited a stationery store to buy a
couple.

 
"When the press was let in, we just walked in with them," said Christian. "I noticed
that everyone was carrying a pad, so I got out my notebook too. They checked
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everyone else's credentials, but they were so used to seeing us that they just
nodded us in."

 
And they weren't worried about talking with me because they figured that as soon as
their story showed up in print, they'd be aboard a plane flying back to New Jersey.

 
In their book, When Elvis Died, Neal and Janice Gregory called it "one of the most
unusual sidebars to come out of the day's activities."
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Finding ways to finance that new electric
typewriter

 
Jim Spehar (Email) - Back in the day, newly minted Broadcast Executives were
provided a portable manual Underwood typewriter with which to pound out daily visit
reports.  It was a well or lightly used tool, depending upon your devotion to filing
those multi-copy reports.  I never had to replace the ribbon on mine.

 
Then came the evolution to electric typewriters.  Buy one, I was advised, and
expense "typewriter rental" at $25/per until it was paid for.  With my bride, who was
already upset with mother AP financing its broadcast sales effort via its employee's
credit cards and the resulting impact on our American Express bill, we concocted an
alternative.  From the bowels of Spehar storage, we resurrected her college Smith-
Corona and dutifully "rented" it to the AP in order to accumulate the cash to
purchase a new one.

 
Somehow, the late Ben Avery, then my supervising General Broadcast Executive,
discovered the novel plan and demanded we cease.

 
"You two may have morals," he harrumphed, "but you certainly don't have a
conscience."  As a result, the college Smith-Corona sufficed until Lee Perryman
foisted those first Trash 80s on the traveling broadcast crew with similarly mixed
results.

 
From our perspective, Bonnie and I merely reinforced Roy Steinfort's frequent
admonition that if it cost you money to be on the road for the AP, then you weren't

mailto:speharjim@gmail.com
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smart enough to be a BE.  In Ben's view, apparently, Steinfort was also correct in
assuming the AP employed Broadcast Executives to assure a trained cadre of
fiction writers just in case it ever ventured into that arena.

 
There are other stories from my ten years as a "salaried tourist", an $1100 bar tab at
the Casper Hilton during a Wyoming Association of Broadcasters convention comes
to mind, but prudence dictates...

 
-0-

 

Tell it like it is. Please
 

Bill Schiffmann (Email) - Dan Shelley's look at how Charlottesville is changing
journalism (in Monday's Connecting) was an interesting read -- and another
example of why lawyers and politicians are sneaking ahead of journalists in the
popularity poll basement.

 

In Mr. Shelley's lead, he correctly identifies the groups on the right -- "white
supremacists, white nationalists and neo-Nazis" -- whose stated purpose, for which
they had a permit, was to protest the removal of a Civil War memorial statue.

 

The other side, sadly, gets no such meticulous identification, beyond the
meaningless "groups that oppose their racist views", as if they are worthy of praise
for what happened.

 

Why not label them as who they are: Antifa, the "anti-fascists" eager to hurl our
country into anarchy, or Black Lives Matter, which has triggered many violent
clashes with police and cost a number of officers their lives. Antifa and their terrorist
cronies, permitless, simply showed up to cause trouble. A very telling photo showed
them wearing helmets and putting in boxing mouthpieces before confronting the
demonstrators.

 

It seems naive to try and convince us that black-masked thugs armed with bats and
bags of urine were there simply to oppose a "racist" demonstration. They were on
hand to agitate and trigger the violent riot that resulted, leaving many injured,
including journalists, and costing a young woman her life.

 

The Left's insistence on blaming right-leaning groups, however odious their beliefs,
for everything that happened that sorry day is typical of media coverage of the
growing waves of violence in the streets of our cities. I'm not surprised that The

mailto:bikerbill@hotmail.com
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Washington Post doesn't think both sides are needed to fairly report a story, as Mr.
Shelley mentioned. At the Post, that fantasy ship sailed long ago.

 

The leftist groups contributing to the violence in our streets have names. Those
names are not a mystery, and the members of those groups are not shy about
identifying themselves. We shouldn't be, either. Call them what they are. Provide
background on the crimes they have committed and the riots and destruction they
have caused.

 

Tell it like it is. Please.

 

Stories of interest
 

Journalist killed in Mexico at least ninth this
year
 
XALAPA, Mexico (AP) - A newspaper reporter in the Mexican Gulf coast state of Veracruz
who was enrolled in a government protec�on program for journalists was killed Tuesday
along with two other men, one of his editors and a journalist advocacy group said.

Candido Rios Vazquez, a crime reporter for the newspaper Diario de Acayucan, was at least
the ninth journalist slain this year in Mexico.

The State Commission for A�en�on and Protec�on of Journalists and Cecilio Perez Cortes,
deputy editor at Rios' newspaper, said the reporter was in the federal government's
mechanism for protec�on of journalists and human rights workers.

Perez said Rios had been threatened repeatedly since 2012 by a former mayor of Hueyapan
de Ocampo and had a panic bu�on on his cellphone and a security camera at his home. Rios
had just finished his work for the day around 3 p.m. and was on his way home, Perez said.

 
Read more here.
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Amateur sleuths hunt for Trump bombshells 
(Politico)

 

Nearly 3,000 miles from special counsel Robert Mueller's Washington offices,
another investigation into President Donald Trump is underway. This one unfolds in
the public libraries and coffee shops of San Francisco, where a self-employed 40-
year-old named Geoff Andersen has worked since November for 16 hours a day,
seven days a week, burning through nearly $45,000 in personal savings and
donations from friends and family in pursuit of hidden truths about Trump's rise to
power.

 

Andersen, a freelance Democratic opposition researcher who worked on President
Barack Obama's reelection campaign and is now between jobs, has downloaded
thousands of newspaper articles dating from the 1970s, hunted down obscure court
and real estate records, and is even reading a textbook on money laundering. He
posts his findings on his website, offers tips to reporters and sends a weekly
newsletter to about 50 subscribers; one recent installment covered everything from
Trump's 1980s dealings with former Philippine President Ferdinand Marcos and the
Saudi arms dealer Adnan Khashoggi to his belief that Trump's father "may have
been a Soviet asset."

 

Read more here. Shared by Richard Chady.

 

-0-

 

1986 | 'Ms.' Joins The Times's Vocabulary  (New
York Times)

 

 "It's none of your damned business!"

 

I've been told that. Just about anyone who wrote for The Times before June 20,
1986, was told that. So we learned to save the demeaning question for last when
interviewing women: Are you a Mrs. or a Miss?

 

Before June 20, 1986, one could not be a Ms. in the pages of The Times.

 

Read more here. Shared by Sibby Christensen.
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Today in History - August 23, 2017
 

  

By The Associated Press 
 
Today is Wednesday, Aug. 23, the 235th day of 2017. There are 130 days left in the
year.

 

Today's Highlight in History:

 

On August 23, 1927, amid worldwide protests, Italian-born anarchists Nicola Sacco
and Bartolomeo Vanzetti were executed in Boston for the murders of two men
during a 1920 robbery.

 

On this date:

 

In 1305, Scottish rebel leader Sir William Wallace was executed by the English for
treason.

 

In 1775, Britain's King George III proclaimed the American colonies to be in a state
of "open and avowed rebellion."
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In 1858, "Ten Nights in a Bar-room," a play by Timothy Shay Arthur about the perils
of alcohol, opened in New York.

 

In 1913, Copenhagen's Little Mermaid statue, inspired by the Hans Christian
Andersen story, was unveiled in the harbor of the Danish capital.

 

In 1914, Japan declared war against Germany in World War I.

 

In 1926, silent film star Rudolph Valentino died in New York at age 31.

 

In 1939, Nazi Germany and the Soviet Union agreed to a non-aggression treaty, the
Molotov-Ribbentrop Pact, in Moscow.

 

In 1947, an audience at the Hollywood Bowl heard President Harry S. Truman's
daughter, Margaret, give her first public concert as a singer (she had previously
peformed on the radio).

 

In 1960, Broadway librettist Oscar Hammerstein (HAM'-ur-STYN') II, 65, died in
Doylestown, Pennsylvania.

 

In 1973, a bank robbery-turned-hostage-taking began in Stockholm, Sweden; the
four hostages ended up empathizing with their captors, a psychological condition
now referred to as "Stockholm Syndrome."

 

In 1982, Lebanon's parliament elected Christian militia leader Bashir Gemayel
president. (However, Gemayel was assassinated some three weeks later.)

 

In 1989, in a case that inflamed racial tensions in New York, Yusuf Hawkins, a 16-
year-old black youth, was shot dead after he and his friends were confronted by a
group of white youths in the Bensonhurst section of Brooklyn. (Gunman Joey Fama
was convicted of second-degree murder and sentenced to life in prison; he will be
eligible for parole in 2022.)

 

Ten years ago: A report by top U.S. spy analysts concluded the Iraqi government
was strained by rampant violence, deep sectarian differences among its political
parties and stymied leadership. Reality TV star Nicole Richie spent 82 minutes in a
Los Angeles County jail to complete a four-day sentence for driving under the
influence of drugs.
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Five years ago: First lady Michelle Obama consoled relatives of worshippers gunned
down at a Sikh temple in suburban Milwaukee. Lance Armstrong chose not to
pursue arbitration in the drug case brought against him by the U.S. Anti-Doping
Agency, setting the stage for his Tour de France titles to be stripped and his name to
be all but wiped from the record books of the sport he once ruled.

 

One year ago: Standing amid piles of waterlogged debris, President Barack Obama
promised a sustained national effort to rebuild flood-ravaged southern Louisiana
"even after the TV cameras leave" on a visit aimed in part at stemming campaign-
season criticism that he was slow to respond to the disaster. Prosecutors charged a
Tulsa man with first-degree murder and committing a hate crime in the killing of his
Lebanese Christian neighbor - a culmination of what authorities said was the man's
violent feud with the family that spanned several years and included a regular
barrage of racial insults and personal confrontations. Actor Steven Hill, 94, died in
New York City.

 

Today's Birthdays: Actress Vera Miles is 87. Actress Barbara Eden is 86. Political
satirist Mark Russell is 85. Pro Football Hall of Famer Sonny Jurgensen is 83. Actor
Richard Sanders is 77. Ballet dancer Patricia McBride is 75. Former Surgeon
General Antonia Novello is 73. Pro Football Hall of Famer Rayfield Wright is 72.
Country singer Rex Allen Jr. is 70. Actor David Robb is 70. Singer Linda Thompson
is 70. Actress Shelley Long is 68. Actor-singer Rick Springfield is 68. Country
singer-musician Woody Paul (Riders in the Sky) is 68. Queen Noor of Jordan is 66.
Actor-producer Mark Hudson is 66. Actor Skipp Sudduth is 61. Retired MLB All-Star
pitcher Mike Boddicker is 60. Rock musician Dean DeLeo (Army of Anyone; Stone
Temple Pilots) is 56. Country musician Ira Dean (Trick Pony) is 48. Actor Jay Mohr is
47. Actor Ray Park is 43. Actor Scott Caan is 41. Country singer Shelly Fairchild is
40. Figure skater Nicole Bobek is 40. Rock singer Julian Casablancas (The Strokes)
is 39. Retired NBA player Kobe Bryant is 39. Actress Joanne Froggatt is 37. Neo-
soul musician Andy Wild is 36. Actress Annie Ilonzeh is 34. Dance musician Sky Blu
is 31. Actress Kimberly Matula is 29. NBA player Jeremy Lin is 29.

 

Thought for Today: "The chains which cramp us most are those which weigh
on us least." - Anne Sophie Swetchine, Russian-French author (1782-1857).

Got a story or photos to share?
 

   
Got a story to share? A favorite memory of your AP days? Don't keep them to yourself.
Share with your colleagues by sending to Ye Olde Connec�ng Editor. And don't forget to
include photos!
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Here are some suggestions:

- Second chapters - You finished a great career. Now
tell us about your second (and third and fourth?)
chapters of life.
 
- Spousal support - How your spouse helped in
supporting your work during your AP career. 

- My most unusual story - tell us about an unusual,
off the wall story that you covered.

- "A silly mistake that you make"- a chance to 'fess
up with a memorable mistake in your journalistic

career.

- Multigenerational AP families - profiles of families whose service spanned two or
more generations.

- Volunteering - benefit your colleagues by sharing volunteer stories - with ideas on
such work they can do themselves.

- First job - How did you get your first job in journalism?

- Connecting "selfies" - a word and photo self-profile of you and your career, and
what you are doing today. Both for new members and those who have been with us
a while.

- Most unusual place a story assignment took you.

Paul Stevens
Editor, Connec�ng newsle�er
paulstevens46@gmail.com

Connecting newsletter, 14719 W 79th Ter, Lenexa, KS 66215
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