
9/23/2017 Gmail - Connecting - September 18, 2017

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ui=2&ik=ed6abb69ca&jsver=O2TpN6W1LdQ.en.&view=pt&search=inbox&th=15e9518c1758e783&siml=15e9518c… 1/23

Paul Shane <pjshane@gmail.com>

Connecting - September 18, 2017 
1 message

Paul Stevens <paulstevens46@gmail.com> Mon, Sep 18, 2017 at 9:05 AM
Reply-To: paulstevens46@gmail.com
To: pjshane@gmail.com

Having trouble viewing this email? Click here

    
  
  
  

 

      
 

Connecting
September 18, 2017

  
Click  here for sound

 of the Teletype

  

   

Top AP News

Top AP photos

AP World 

AP books 
Connecting Archive 
The AP Store  
The AP Emergency Relief Fund

Colleagues,

 

Good Monday morning!

 

The byline of our Connecting colleague Linda Deutsch (Email) appeared in
Sunday's Los Angeles Times, but not on the news pages.
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The woman considered during her Associated Press career to be one of the finest
court reporters ever was in the Times' Op-Ed page making the argument that former
Charles Manson follower Leslie Van Houten - eligible again for parole - should be
released.

Linda's story leads today's issue.

Connecting colleague Paul Albright (Email) was sent scurrying to his garage when
reminded by recent Connecting mentions of the The World in 19-- books once
produced by The AP.

 

There, he retrieved copies of the 1974, 1975, 1976 and 1977 editions that were in a
charity giveaway box. These four volumes belonged originally to the late Bob
Ohman, who started with The AP in the Newark bureau in 1960, subsequently
moving into foreign service in Vietnam, Argentina, Chile, and finally to the Foreign
Desk in New York. Bob, who was his best man in 1964, died 20 years ago.

 

Paul says he would be happy to send these copies of The World in -- to any
Connecting reader who contacts him. His email - albrightsp@gmail.com

 

Incidentally, he noted, dedications for these four volumes were: 1974 to Hal Boyle;
1975 to Bob Eunson; 1976 to Wes Gallagher, and 1977 to Paul Miller.

 

Paul said he has enjoyed reading first-day-on-the-AP-job experiences and his
wracked his memory unsuccessfully to recall his start in the three-man Cheyenne,
Wyoming, bureau in 1962. Bottom line: "I can't recall the first day(s) at all," he said.
But several of you continued the series with your own memories that are featured in
today's issue.

 

Have a great week. I look forward to hearing from you with your stories.

 

Paul

 

Los Angeles Times Op-Ed: 

mailto:albrightsp@gmail.com
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Release Leslie Van Houten. If she
hadn't been a Manson follower, she
would have left prison long ago
 

Leslie Van Houten reacts to hearing she is eligible for parole at the California Ins�tu�on
for Women in Corona, Calif. on Sept. 6. (Stan Lim / Associated Press)

By Linda Deutsch

As a young journalist in 1969, I was assigned to cover the highly sensational trial of
the so-called Manson family. They were accused of the gruesome murders of,
among others, Leno and Rosemary LaBianca. Almost 50 years after the killings here
in Los Angeles, former Charles Manson follower Leslie Van Houten is again eligible
for parole, and a state panel recently recommended her release. But the ultimate
decision rests with Gov. Jerry Brown, who in 2016 said Van Houten posed "an
unreasonable risk to society."

 

That wasn't true then, and it's not true now. I believe that Van Houten, who was just
19 at the time of the killings and is now 68, has earned her freedom.

 

Never as a working journalist did I express my opinion on the trials I covered. Now,
however, I feel compelled to speak out - not regarding Van Houten's culpability,
which not even she denies, but on the fairness of keeping her behind bars this long.



9/23/2017 Gmail - Connecting - September 18, 2017

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ui=2&ik=ed6abb69ca&jsver=O2TpN6W1LdQ.en.&view=pt&search=inbox&th=15e9518c1758e783&siml=15e9518c… 4/23

I believe she is being punished because she was associated with Manson, who at
82 remains in prison and whose toxic name clings like poison to those who followed
him. Judged independently, she likely would have been released years ago.

 

Read more here. Shared by Valerie Komor.

 

Former AP writers gather for wedding
of Jurate Kazickas' daughter
  

Former Associated Press Writers (from left) Lynn Sherr, Jurate Kazickas, Michael
Putzel, Ann Blackman and Tad Bartimus gathered for the wedding Sept. 16 of
Jurate's daughter, Kristina, at Fir Creek Ranch, the Western home of Jurate and her
husband, Roger Altman. Sherr, Kazickas and Blackman worked together in the AP's
Living Today Dept. (aka "Mod Squad") in the 1970s. All but Sherr reported at
different times from Vietnam during the war.  (Shared by Michael Putzel)
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Dave in his best leisure suit

Connecting series:

My first day at The Associated
Press
 

Showing up for his (unexpected) first day in
his best leisure suit
 

Dave Lubeski (Email) - On the morning of my first day at the AP I woke up in
Jackson, Mississippi, not expecting it to be my first day at the AP.

 

I was on the road, having started out from Houston in early September 1974 to
become a charter employee of the soon to be on-the-air AP Radio network based in
Washington, D.C. It was right after the national speed limit had been set at 55 MPH
maximum and I had trouble keeping it that slow. A speeding ticket was already in my
glove compartment courtesy of the Mississippi Highway Patrol.

 

I arrived in Washington late in the afternoon and
checked into the hotel. When I got to my room I
called Bob Benson, who was the network's
equivalent of a bureau chief, to let him know I
was in town. I figured Bob would tell me to get a
good night's rest and report first thing in the
morning, but instead he told me to "come on
over, there are some people here I want you to
meet."

 

I was in cutoff jeans, a t-shirt and sandals when I
made the call. A quick shower and I was in my
best leisure suit (remember, it was the 70s) and
out the door for the five-block walk to my new
"office."

 

When I walked in the door I saw that I was the only one wearing a leisure suit and
the people he wanted me to meet were my new co-workers who were busy with
prep work for the network sign-on.

 

Despite the first impression I may have made, I became part of the group getting
everything ready over the next four weeks to launch AP Radio on October 1.

mailto:davelubeski@gmail.com
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What I consider to be my actual first day on the job was the first day AP Radio
signed on the air. I had the 4 pm to midnight shift. I was to do five hourly sportscasts
and at 9 pm switch to news producer and track down sound from breaking stories
and take in the overnight sound packages from the network's White House and
Capitol Hill correspondents for the morning news feed.

 

I had been living in the hotel suite during the prep month. My wife and daughter had
joined me there until our furniture arrived and we moved into a rental house in
Virginia. My first day on the air was the first day I drove to work from Virginia. Until
then I had walked to work from the hotel.

 

When I arrived, I parked my car around the corner from the building and read the
signs on the street, but none said "no parking."  I was satisfied, but unsure about the
sign that said "no standing." I'd never seen that one before and I did think it was a
little strange that no other cars were parked on the street.

 

After my last sportscast at 8:45 pm I made a quick run outside to check on my car.
Naturally, it was gone. "No standing," of course, meant not even stopping and sitting
in your car with the engine running during the hours posted.

 

The boss on duty was assistant managing editor Ed DeFontaine. He was very
sympathetic and told me to find out where the car was towed. I spoke on the phone
to a sergeant at DC police headquarters and after some pleading, got him to agree
to have the impound lot release the car to me as long as I would stop by police HQ
after I did and pick up papers with info on how to pay the fine and the towing.

 

A taxi to the impound lot in a section of town I would have hoped I'd never have to
traverse ended at a miserable looking shack where three men, totally disinterested
in my presence, sat and watched Monday Night Football on a tiny black and white
TV (the Redskins were playing). They were not police or police employees, just the
neighborhood guys who ran the impound lot and they knew nothing of my "deal"
with the sergeant at police headquarters.

 

More pleading and I eventually got them to let me go get my car. What they didn't
tell me was that all impounded cars had the distributor caps removed. After an
unsuccessful attempt to get my car started, I was back in the shack where one of
them gestured to a desk drawer filled with distributor caps. Not knowing which one
was mine I grabbed them all up and headed back out to the lot.

 

Once my car was started and the extra distributor caps were returned I decided to
forego stopping at police HQ. I'd already spent too much time away from work on my
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first night on the air and I was miffed at the sergeant for not calling the impound lot
to explain the deal we made.

 

In my remaining 35 years at AP Radio in what became the Broadcast News Center,
I never had a car towed again. And although I intended to do it, I never got to police
HQ and never paid for the towing or the fine. Come to think of it, I never paid the fine
for the speeding ticket in Mississippi.

 

-0-

 

His first day in LA came when bureau was in
Herald-Examiner building
 

Chuck McFadden (Email) - My first day on the job in May of 1967 was in the
Los Angeles bureau, located in the gaudy Herald-Examiner building. It sported
yellow-and-blue tiled domes and was a tribute to the architectural fantasies of
William Randolph Hearst. The bureau was on the second story, as I recall, and was
not an example of The AP spoiling the help with luxurious surroundings.  There was
no air conditioning. The floor was studded at regular intervals with capped pipes
each about two inches high, and cleverly placed to trip, or at least stub the toe of,
any newcomer who didn't have a safe-passage roadmap across the room. You got
used to it. Then there was the daily search for a decent typewriter. On that first day, I
was lucky enough to glom onto the actual, very good typewriter used by Bob
Thomas on the occasions when he came into the bureau.  The same Bob Thomas I
had been reading, and admiring, for years.

 

 I found the place glamorous.  The editors and fellow reporters were terrific people.
And I was with The AP!

 

Things got even more glamorous (for me, anyway) when after a few years I
managed to wrangle a transfer to the Sacramento bureau, located on the second
floor of the state Capitol. Big white building; a single big dome; marble concourses;
statues; guys in suits (it was always guys) carrying briefcases, looking serious and
walking fast. And since we political reporters were writing about Very Serious
Matters, we got lots of bylines.  Bill Stall, the Sacramento correspondent, who later
won a Pulitzer with the Los Angeles Times, was an ideal boss. What more could you
ask?

 

-0-
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Another first day that was a day ahead of
schedule - in San Francisco
 

Lyle Price (Email) - I don't have any great insights or accomplishments and scant
memories of my Day One at AP, which was Aug. 27, 1964, at the San Francisco
bureau. This was when it was in its heyday, staffed with a number of war
correspondents from WWII and Korea.

 

My Day One was actually a day ahead of my scheduled show-up time, but I had
dropped by the bureau in the morning to let them know I had arrived from Aberdeen,
Wash., and would be ready to go. News Editor Paul Lee said that they might as well
start me right then. And so I did.

 

The first thing I recollect noticing (or more likely having had pointed out to me) was
one clipboard containing a flimsy of the original of every story written in the bureau
for the day and one clipboard listing the names of the staff.  Both occupied a
prominent position on the City Desk complex of four desks, which consisted of News
Editor Paul Lee, the city editor, and two writers. I was assigned to the city desk,
usually on the night shift, for my just under two years at FX. The staff roster was
notable in my eyes (and remains so to this day) because the names weren't in
alphabetical order nor listed by position or duty starting with the COB but were
based on DOE - date of entry to service at AP. The top name on the list was that of
Leonard Milliman, start date 1928. Among the next listed high up was that of Paul
Lee, DOE 1936. I think the day and month may have also been listed, or perhaps
the bureau of entry.

 

Oh, the DOEs listed above were BOTH before I had been born. So if the DOE style
of listing was intended deliberately to make a point, it certainly did in my case. (I
would come to privately think of these vets as Old Elephants or old-timers, the latter
I never uttered out loud but may have mumbled the Old Elephant bit to my best pal
in the bureau, Bob Klein of photos across the hall from the newsroom.) 

 

I would like to read into the record a few other incidentals - not all recognized by me
on Day One - but all in existence on my first day. My purpose is to give tribute to the
professional (and in the case of Milliman and Lee also legendary) personnel there
and to take note of some of the great changes at AP and in the media since 1964
both in societal attitudes and technology.

 

Let's  see. On that Day One the aforementioned Leonard Milliman came up and
introduced himself. He said I had a good last name and asked if I was related to
Byron Price, another AP hand of note.  I said no. He asked me if I knew about
unions. I said I did but had never worked at a news outlet that had one for news
staffers. He said AP had one and gave me a membership application for the Wire

mailto:lyleprice7@comcast.net


9/23/2017 Gmail - Connecting - September 18, 2017

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ui=2&ik=ed6abb69ca&jsver=O2TpN6W1LdQ.en.&view=pt&search=inbox&th=15e9518c1758e783&siml=15e9518c… 9/23

Service Guild. I signed it before the day was over. A fact Milliman hadn't bothered to
mention was that he had founded the WSG in the 1950s. Nor did he mention (which
wouldn't be appropriate) that he was the one that I would come to think of as The
Man Who Wrote WWII. His job, I was told, was to take the daily dispatches that
would come into the San Francisco (FX) bureau and write a summary which went
out across the land. That same Tokyo Wire was still pounding away on a teletype
printer when I arrived--and would continue to do so with the flow of dispatches from
Vietnam and other Asian points first in FX and then in the Los Angeles bureau when
FX got chopped in half to a news staff of 13 on Valentine's Day, 1967. That move
was to facilitate a change that made LA the control and main filing point rather FX. I
was among those that wound up in LA although that had happened 10 months
earlier when FX had one-person cutback and I was still low on the totem pole. BTW,
no one under the age of 40 was left in the FX bureau after the cutback there until
new staffers got hired when vacancies cropped up. The above is the big reason that
I offer this memory (or memorial) as there aren't that many souls left with AP ties
that go back to that time. I see Mark Thayer's name from time to time, BTW, and he
does happen to be another, having started a few months at FX after my arrival and
transferring elsewhere not so long afterward.

 

The FX bureau of 1964 and until it moved to a new HQ by the early 1970s was a
piece of work. The newsroom had two doorways leading in and out. I almost said
"doors" but where the doors should have been there were only hinges.  The place
also had huge floor to ceiling columns that a person couldn't put their arms around
and were meant to do their part to support the entire old building, I guess. The AP
was located then in the San Francisco Chronicle building, which still stands and
continues to be occupied by that paper's news staff, I ascertained on a trip a few
years back. Their newsroom was on the third floor, with AP on the second.  The
bureau, I would soon learn, was staffed 24 hours a day, seven days a week. It never
slept. And on a shift known was the "protective" -- one I did service on many times
both in FX and later in LA--the total staff on duty west of the Mississippi between 1
am. Pacific Coast time and maybe 5 am. or so in Denver was one news person and
one teletype operator at that FX or LA bureau.

 

Another FX fixture was Chuck McMurtry, the filing editor when that position had real
power, owing mainly perhaps to the fact that AP wires clunked along at just 60-some
words per minute in the pre-computer dark ages - and the California state news got
only 20 minutes per hour on the old inter-bureau wire that culled 40 minutes per
hour of stuff from the A wire, the sports wire and the business wire that all larger
papers got. So my nickname for Chuck, who someone told me had been in the Hula
bureau when Pearl Harbor Day occurred, was "Mac the Knife." I never dared shared
that nickname aloud with another fellow staffer, but I often said it to myself. Mac the
Knife's off-muttered favorite adage was "no story should be longer than 10 inches."
Of course, A-wire items were exempt from this dictum, as could be non-routine
items.

 

In  societal terms, FX was one of many bureaus at that time which had no women
news staffers and boasted only the second black news staffer to be hired by AP in
the US. That was a credit to COB Bill Waugh, BTW. FX had also hired the first
African American news staffer (Austin Scott) in 1962, which may have predated
Waugh's tenure there.  Waugh and Roy Roberts, who both moved to LA at the same
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time in 1972, the former to be LA COB), had been war correspondents in Korea,
FYI. Paul Lee, I hadn't mentioned, had been a WWII war correspondent in Italy, I
was told. 

 

This may already be more than Connecting ought to bear, but I owe a lot to what I
learned at FX from the old pros there. I can't resist one more bit, however. One
staffer in FX - Pete Eldred - told me he had been on the NY desk in 1936 and when I
asked where had been in WWII he said he served as a Lt. Col. on the public
information staff of General George Patton.  Right then and to this day I thought
"imagine that--this guy was Patton's PR man" and (after seeing the Patton movie)
would come to realize what a tough job that must have been.

 

  

  

Members of Myanmar's Rohingya ethnic minority walk through rice fields a�er crossing
the border into Bangladesh near Cox's Bazar's in the Teknaf area, Sept. 1, 2017. Driven
from their homes by mass violence a�er a clash between insurgents and police,
Rohingya Muslims from Buddhist-majority Myanmar streamed into neighboring
Bangladesh. AP PHOTO / BERNAT ARMANGUE
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AP team captures plight of Rohingya,
casts doubt on Myanmar government
claims

It was a tide of humanity that just kept getting larger.

 

Driven from their homes by mass violence after a clash between insurgents and
police, Rohingya Muslims from a borderland state in Buddhist-majority Myanmar
streamed into neighboring Bangladesh where they faced homelessness, more
potential violence and deeply uncertain futures.

 

Day after excruciating day, an AP team of journalists on both sides of the border
painted a portrait of human misery and the hope that always lurks within it - and cast
doubt on claims by Myanmar's government that Rohingya villagers set fire to their
own homes.

 

For their work to focus the world's attention on the Rohingya's exodus, Delhi staffers
- photographer Bernat Armangue, correspondent Muneeza Naqvi and video
journalist Al-emrun Garjon - and Myanmar correspondent Esther Htusan win this
week's Beat of the Week award.

 

Armangue, South Asia's news director, arrived two days before the rest of the Delhi-
based team and scouted out the muddy terrain along the Naf, a monsoon-swollen
river the Rohingya crossed in rickety wooden boats to get from Myanmar to
Bangladesh.

 

"The scale of pain and tragedy was just so stunning," Naqvi said.

 

Exhausted, terrified Rohingya Muslims continue to escape Myanmar in a relentless
wave. @BernatArmangue, @mnaqvi10https://t.co/S1HQcNoomb

- Muneeza Naqvi (@mnaqvi10) September 9, 2017

 

Describing the team navigating the Naf's dangerous riverbanks amid a sea of
humanity, Naqvi said, "As we slipped and slid through the river clay trying
desperately not to fall into the river, it was the waves of Rohingya, people who had
lost everything, who helped us."

 

https://t.co/S1HQcNoomb
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In the end, the team gave voice - and image - to the displaced.

 

Naqvi's writing brought readers the story of a couple who fled their home, built a
shelter with their family on a muddy hill - and made the fateful decision to return
home to prepare for the Muslim holiday of Eid al-Adha. A family member said they
were killed, and the only survivor was the couple's 2-year-old son.

 

Having escaped violence, Rohingya man heads back to Myanmar to bury his
murdered relatives. https://t.co/wD7aTX7f30pic.twitter.com/3QDGGjxRYT

- The Associated Press (@AP) September 6, 2017

 

And then Naqvi took readers to the Kutupalong refugee camp, where the latest
waves of fleeing Rohingya are joining ones who fled during earlier convulsions of
violence in Myanmar. Her story concluded with this heartbreaking detail:

 

"On Friday afternoon, two infants were interred in the cemetery that has grown on
the edge of the camp. A 6-day-old baby, born on the road as his family escaped,
was buried next to a 2-day-old child born to a long-time resident."

 

Armangue captured the despair and desperation of the dangerous journey from
Myanmar to Bangladesh, including devastating images of a family transporting a
woman to medical care after a land mine blew off one of her legs while crossing the
border.

 

He also produced a photo essay on the items the Rohingya took with them,
including family photos, documents to prove land ownership in Myanmar and bags
of spices to remind them of home.

 

On the Myanmar side, the government has blocked international journalists from
going to northern Rakhine state on their own, but have organized two tours. Htusan
went on one, and found strong reason to doubt claims by the government that
Rohingya were burning their own homes.

 

The all-formats coverage broke through the wall-to-wall news of the hurricanes in
the U.S., with photos and video capturing scenes that were largely unmatched
elsewhere. Over the course of the week, their work generated more than 4,000
source matches on Newswhip, drew more than 100,000 social media interactions
and was routinely ranked among the most-used stories on Teletrax.
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For venturing into remote borderlands between Bangladesh and Myanmar to bring
the world the stories of the Rohingya, the team wins this week's $500 Beat of the
Week prize.

 

  

Smaller US cities struggle with high
teen gun violence rates

Rayquan Briscoe sits outside his home in Wilmington, Del., July 25, 2017. In November
2015 he was walking to an appointment with his proba�on officer on a drug convic�on
when he heard gunshots. Briscoe tried to run, but his legs failed him: He'd been struck in
the back, just to the right of his spinal column. At 17 he was paralyzed from the waist
down. AP PHOTO / ALLEN G. BREED

Shootings in Chicago have captured national headlines, and for good reason: The
city has among the highest rates of teenage gun violence in the nation. But where
else in the U.S. are teenagers most likely to be killed or injured by gunfire?
Baltimore, Detroit, Los Angeles?
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In an exclusive analysis, journalists from the AP, working jointly with the USA Today
Network, arrived at an unexpected answer: Except for Chicago, the places with the
highest rates of teen gun violence in America are smaller and mid-sized cities -
towns like Wilmington, Delaware, population 72,000. Syracuse, N.Y., Savannah,
Ga., Trenton, N.J., Fort Myers, Fla., and Richmond, Va., all below 250,000
population, also made the dubious top 10. They are cities with pockets of extreme
poverty that have been struggling for years to cope with exploding gun violence
among minors.

 

Wilmington, Delaware, has twice the rate of teen gun violence as Chicago. By
@AP@USATODAY. https://t.co/D046cUDkdlpic.twitter.com/ZTbuyPBcSf

- The Associated Press (@AP) September 8, 2017

 

In Wilmington, home of chemical giant DuPont and headquarters to many Fortune
500 firms, the rate of teens hurt or killed by gunfire is double that of Chicago: "It's
nonstop, just nonstop," said the father of one murdered teen. "Around every turn,
they're taking our kids." AP data journalists Meghan Hoyer and Larry Fenn led the
analysis of 3½ years' worth of shooting cases provided by the nonprofit Gun
Violence Archive. The topic was important because the rate of teens being injured
and killed by gun violence is not something the federal government regularly tracks.

 

Baltimore reporter Juliet Linderman, with significant assists from Albany reporter
Michael Hill and Savannah correspondent Russ Bynum, picked it up from there. The
three state reporters spent days on the ground in Wilmington, Syracuse and
Savannah, painting a picture of desperate communities frustrated by cycles of
retaliatory bloodshed. They found a younger generation that is resigned to accepting
a fate of prison or early death.

 

In Savannah, a woman who runs a program that tries to intervene with young people
recounted the story of one who had been shot three different times - all by age 14 -
and still his mother wouldn't enroll him: "To them," she says, "it's a way of life." In a
video from Syracuse, Hill introduces us to Quishawn Richardson, a 15-year-old who
finds sanctuary at a boxing gym down the hill - but light years away - from the stately
grounds of Syracuse University: "It doesn't remind you of all the violence that's going
on outside," he says.

 

Coming Friday: Analysis by @AP@USATODAY finds U.S. cities where teen gun
violence is highest. You might be surprised. pic.twitter.com/fZWtmkfrCJ

- The Associated Press (@AP) September 7, 2017

 

Video journalist Allen Breed accompanied Linderman to Wilmington and produced a
powerful video that illustrates the danger and despair, along with the difficulties the

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ZcH7hfDppUKOKzLWP4X8eq2YYruCy8RWVmeHPsNeBnBBdmFqU_7iKCL5HDQpzADQC9GQssEMEGTFmnDkvlNXuQ_Zqj8OSm5Sd67tmB-DdOUJa7logna_KW3fGlZwPqF75_godl1biDQ3aHOibiQaHeFfuZ708Zbk07pG3F26Xg1ZrwjCh9US9xV9DMixPZs7k8h6U2-VyCE_JANPViDuXg==&c=AmKLsV_X-hcZ_zieuXKiKmGFvTEN7ovMSTKAC_cgqDzGq_6hgKn4pA==&ch=KjnLQusNQUnLvEhH-GM7xTT2SjaolHvDVGZgsJlTSlegRGiej1wI9w==
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city is having in addressing the problems. Just as powerful were the photographs
from Patrick Semansky in Delaware, Julie Jacobson in Syracuse and Russ Bynum
in Savannah. The package also was enhanced with graphics from interactives
producer Maureen Linke. Reporters from the Wilmington newspaper assisted and
produced a sidebar about how recommendations from a 2015 CDC report on
Wilmington's violence had yet to be implemented.

 

As Hurricane Irma threatened the Florida Keys, people spent more time on the teen
guns package than with any other AP content.

 

The project - the last installment of a three-part joint effort by the AP and USA Today
Network - had strong engagement. The morning it moved, as Hurricane Irma began
threatening the Florida Keys, people were spending more time on the teen guns
package than with any other AP content. In its first 12 hours, it had 383 uses on AP
customer websites and more than 4,400 page views on the apnews app. The
mainbar or sidebars also won play on at least a dozen front pages. A hub directs
readers and editors to the stories.

 

For their work revealing a surprising side of teenage gun violence in America, state
reporters Linderman, Bynum and Hill, video journalist Breed, data journalists Hoyer
and Fenn, and graphic artist Linke share this week's Best of the States and $300
prize.

 

 

Connecting wishes Happy Birthday

  

To
 

Joe Somma - joesomma82@gmail.com

mailto:joesomma82@gmail.com
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Erin Madigan White - erinmadiganwhite@gmail.com

Stories of interest
 

The Devastating Shutdown of the Cambodia
Daily  (New Yorker)

 

The newspaper was staffed by a handful of Westerners and Khmers, but it became an
essen�al part of the fabric of the country over nearly a quarter century.  Photograph by
Pring Samrang / Reuters

By THOMAS BELLER 

In the summer of 1994, I got off a plane in Phnom Penh, Cambodia, and took a taxi
to the offices of the Cambodia Daily. I had made a deal with the newspaper's
publisher, Bernard Krisher, to contribute occasional pieces in exchange for room and
board in a villa dubbed "Medical House," so named because Krisher aspired to start
a hospital in addition to the newspaper, which he had been publishing for about a
year. I had been put up to this adventure by a friend, and my contact with Krisher

mailto:erinmadiganwhite@gmail.com
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involved a couple of faxes followed by a brief phone call, much of which was spent
discussing what I should pay the taxi-driver for the ride from the airport to the
newspaper's offices, in the Renakse Hotel, across from the Royal Palace.

 

"It should cost five dollars," he said. "Agree to five dollars beforehand. He's going to
ask you for more at the end, but don't pay more than five dollars." Krisher returned
to this point again before our short conversation came to a close.

 

I had been too young to have any awareness of the Vietnam War while it was
waged, but I was the right age for Vietnam War movies. As my plane descended
toward Phnom Penh, I looked down at the verdant landscape of palm trees, rice
paddies, and jungle and felt as though I were arriving into the last reel of
"Apocalypse Now." When I later read Joan Didion's account, in "Salvador," of a
writer who goes to a country at war and can't leave the hotel room for a long period
of time, I thought back to my early days in Phnom Penh.

 

Read more here. Shared by Kevin Walsh.

 

-0-

 

Veteran Albuquerque TV reporter killed in
helicopter crash
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ALBUQUERQUE, N.M. (AP) - A longtime reporter-videographer at an Albuquerque
TV station has died after the news helicopter he was piloting crashed and burned in
a field near a New Mexico ghost town, authorities said Sunday.

 

Bob Martin, 64, was pronounced dead at the crash scene Saturday night, according
to New Mexico State Police. The Bell B206 helicopter was destroyed, said Federal
Aviation Administration spokeswoman Lynn Lunsford.

 

KRQE-TV said Martin worked for the station for more than 20 years, frequently
shooting, writing and editing stories. It was not clear whether Martin was assigned to
cover a story when the crash happened.

 

"He was behind, or above, some of the biggest news stories on KRQE for the last
three decades," station manager Bill Anderson said in a statement. "Yet he was
rarely around for the high fives because he was already on to the next news story."

 

Read more here.

 

-0-
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Nikon Picked 32 Photographers to Promote a
Camera. All 32 Were Men.  (New York Times)

 

To promote a new camera, Nikon enlisted 32 photographers from Asia, Africa and
the Middle East to try it out and tell their stories on the company's website.

 

But Nikon couldn't - or didn't - find any women to participate. All 32 were men.

 

It was a baffling oversight to many female photographers, who have no shortage of
challenges finding opportunities in a notoriously male-dominated industry. In
photojournalism, for example, women are underrepresented in staff jobs, awards,
front-page placements and on conference panels, among other areas.

 

Still, the Nikon slight had people wondering: Not a single woman? Not one?

 

Read more here. Shared by Tad Bartimus.

 
Today in History - September 18, 2017

  

By The Associated Press 
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Today is Monday, Sept. 18, the 261st day of 2017. There are 104 days left in the
year.

 

Today's Highlight in History:

 

On September 18, 1947, the National Security Act, which created a National Military
Establishment and the position of Secretary of Defense, went into effect.

 

On this date:

 

In A.D. 14, the Roman Senate officially confirmed Tiberius as the second emperor of
the Roman Empire, succeeding the late Augustus.

 

In 1793, President George Washington laid the cornerstone of the U.S. Capitol.

 

In 1810, Chile made its initial declaration of independence from Spain with the
forming of a national junta.

 

In 1927, the Columbia Phonograph Broadcasting System (later CBS) made its on-air
debut with a basic network of 16 radio stations.

 

In 1931, an explosion in the Chinese city of Mukden damaged a section of
Japanese-owned railway track; Japan, blaming Chinese nationalists, invaded
Manchuria the next day.

 

In 1959, during his U.S. tour, Soviet leader Nikita Khrushchev visited Wall Street, the
Empire State Building and the grave of President Franklin D. Roosevelt; in a speech
to the U.N. General Assembly, Khrushchev called on all countries to disarm.

 

In 1961, United Nations Secretary-General Dag Hammarskjold (dahg HAWM'-ahr-
shoold) was killed in a plane crash in northern Rhodesia.

 

In 1970, rock star Jimi Hendrix died in London at age 27.

 

In 1975, newspaper heiress Patricia Hearst was captured by the FBI in San
Francisco, 19 months after being kidnapped by the Symbionese Liberation Army.
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In 1981, a museum honoring former President Gerald R. Ford was dedicated in
Grand Rapids, Michigan.

 

In 1987, the psychological thriller "Fatal Attraction," starring Michael Douglas and
Glenn Close, was released by Paramount Pictures.

 

In 1990, the city of Atlanta was named the site of the 1996 Summer Olympics.

 

Ten years ago: President George W. Bush, cheered on by Iraq war veterans and
their families on the White House's South Lawn, urged lawmakers to back his plan
to withdraw some troops from Iraq but keep at least 130,000 through the summer of
2008 or longer. O.J. Simpson was charged with seven felonies, including
kidnapping, in the alleged armed robbery of sports memorabilia collectors in a Las
Vegas casino-hotel room. (Simpson, sentenced to nine to 33 years in prison, is
scheduled to be released on parole in October 2017.)

 

Five years ago: Chicago teachers voted to suspend their strike and return to the
classroom after more than a week on picket lines, ending a combative stalemate
with Mayor Rahm Emanuel over evaluations and job security. NFL Films President
Steve Sabol, 69, died in Moorestown, New Jersey.

 

One year ago: At the United Nations, the United States, Japan and South Korea
roundly condemned North Korea's latest nuclear test and called for tough new
measures to further isolate the communist state. The Los Angeles Rams defeated
the Seattle Seahawks 9-3 at the Los Angeles Memorial Coliseum in a game that
marked the return of pro football to the nation's second-largest market for the first
time in nearly 22 years. In Gee Chun of South Korea won the Evian Championship
with the lowest 72-hole score in major championship history, finishing at 21-under
263 for a four-stroke victory. "Game of Thrones" was honored at the Emmy Awards
as top drama for the second consecutive year; "Veep" repeated as best comedy
series.

 

Today's Birthdays: Singer Jimmie Rodgers is 84. Actor Robert Blake is 84. Actor
Fred Willard is 84. Actor Eddie Jones is 83. Gospel singer Bobby Jones is 79.
Singer Frankie Avalon is 77. Actress Beth Grant is 68. Rock musician Kerry Livgren
is 68. Actress Anna Deavere Smith is 67. The U.S. Secretary of Housing and Urban
Development, Ben Carson, is 66. Basketball Hall of Fame coach Rick Pitino is 65.
College Football Hall of Famer and retired NFL player Billy Sims is 62. Movie
director Mark Romanek is 58. Baseball Hall of Famer Ryne Sandberg is 58. Alt-
country-rock musician Mark Olson is 56. Singer Joanne Catherall (Human League)
is 55. Actress Holly Robinson Peete is 53. Rhythm-and-blues singer Ricky Bell (Bell
Biv Devoe and New Edition) is 50. Actress Aisha Tyler is 47. Former racing cyclist
Lance Armstrong is 46. Opera singer Anna Netrebko is 46. Actress Jada Pinkett
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Smith is 46. Actor James Marsden is 44. Actress Emily Rutherfurd is 43. Actor
Travis Schuldt is 43. Rapper Xzibit is 43. Comedian-actor Jason Sudeikis is 42.
Actress Sophina Brown is 41. Actor Barrett Foa is 40. Talk show co-host Sara
Haines (TV: "The View") is 40. Actress Alison Lohman is 38. Designer Brandon
Maxwell is 33. Actors Brandon and Taylor Porter are 24. Country singer Tae Dye
(Maddie and Tae) is 22. Actor C.J. Sanders is 21.

 

Thought for Today: "Don't think of retiring from the world until the world will
be sorry that you retire. I hate a fellow whom pride or cowardice or laziness
drives into a corner, and who does nothing when he is there but sit and growl.
Let him come out as I do, and bark." - Samuel Johnson, English author, critic
and lexicographer (1709-1784).

Got a story or photos to share?
 

   
Got a story to share? A favorite memory of your AP days?
Don't keep them to yourself. Share with your colleagues by
sending to Ye Olde Connec�ng Editor. And don't forget to
include photos!

Here are some suggestions:

- Second chapters - You finished a great career. Now
tell us about your second (and third and fourth?)
chapters of life.
 
- Spousal support - How your spouse helped in
supporting your work during your AP career. 

- My most unusual story - tell us about an unusual, off the wall story that you
covered.

- "A silly mistake that you make"- a chance to 'fess up with a memorable mistake
in your journalistic career.

- Multigenerational AP families - profiles of families whose service spanned two or
more generations.

- Volunteering - benefit your colleagues by sharing volunteer stories - with ideas on
such work they can do themselves.

- First job - How did you get your first job in journalism?
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- Connecting "selfies" - a word and photo self-profile of you and your career, and
what you are doing today. Both for new members and those who have been with us
a while.

- Most unusual place a story assignment took you.

Paul Stevens
Editor, Connec�ng newsle�er
paulstevens46@gmail.com

Connecting newsletter, 14719 W 79th Ter, Lenexa, KS 66215
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