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Colleagues,

 

Good Wednesday morning!

 

Connecting's coverage of events in Little Rock 60 years ago that were defining in
the civil rights movement prompted this note from our colleague Mary Lou Howey
(Email) -
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The anniversary account of the desegregation of Little Rock Central High School
should include news of an exhibition at the Arkansas Art Center titled, "Will Counts:
The Central High School Photographs." Counts (who ordinarily spelled his name
"Wil"), a photographer for the Arkansas Democrat, took the pictures considered by
many to define the events of the day, including one showing Elizabeth Eckford, one
of the Little Rock Nine, walking alone while a white girl yells at her from the crowd.

 

Counts returned to Little Rock in 2007 for the 50th anniversary, and wrote a book, "A
Life Is More Than a Moment: The Desegregation of Little Rock Central High
School," using as the title Hazel Bryan Massey's expression of her wish that her life
not be defined by this one moment in time. It includes his pictures, which surely
must be considered among the most important of our lifetime.

 

As a photographer for the Arkansas Democrat, Will Counts took this photo of
Elizabeth Eckford on Sept. 4, 1957, as she is heckled by Hazel Bryan after
she was denied entrance to Little Rock's Central High School. The AP named
the photo one of the top 100 photos of 20th Century.

Counts died in 2001 at the age of 70. He had taught photojournalism at Indiana
University for 32 years, retiring in 1995. Before turning to teaching, Counts worked
as a photographer-editor for the Arkansas Democrat and for the AP in Chicago and
Indianapolis.

To view his archived photo collection at Indiana University, click here.
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Will is the father of former AP enterprise photo editor Claudia Counts, whose
birthday happens to be today. Happy birthday, Claudia!

 

Have a great day!

 

Paul 

AP to enhance fact checks with
$245,000 from Knight

The Associated Press announced Tuesday an effort to enhance its fact-checking

and ability to debunk misinformation with $245,000 from the John S. and James L.

Knight Foundation.

 

With the funding, AP will add additional full-time journalists dedicated to fact-
checking and integrate local news fact checks into APNews.com and the AP News
app. The local news fact checks will be distributed to AP's member news
organizations and customers.

 

AP will also experiment with new ways to present
fact checks for social media and mobile platforms,
as well as use data and automation to better
analyze and understand how consumers make
decisions about what kinds of news and
information to trust.

 

Working closely with Associated Press Media
Editors, AP will offer training, best practices and
support for local or regional fact-checkers aiming
to build trust at the local level.

 

"Fact-checking gets to the heart of AP's news values, and we are more committed
than ever to objective, fact-based reporting," said AP Managing Editor Brian
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Carovillano. "Knight Foundation clearly shares this commitment and we are thrilled
to be working closely with them again on such an important initiative."

 

Historically, AP has done some of the most thorough fact-checking in the news
industry, holding the powerful to account. Since December AP has been working
with Facebook to debunk false stories trending online.

 

"Quality journalism is challenged with the spread of false news. A healthy
democracy relies on a fact-based debate to reach an informed consensus," said
Jennifer Preston, Knight Foundation vice president for journalism. "More than half
the world's population sees content from The Associated Press daily. With its reach
and reputation for objective journalism, there is an opportunity for the organization to
help build a long-term solution to improve trust in news and prevent the spread of
misinformation."

 

Karen Mahabir will lead AP's global fact check team. Mahabir rejoins AP from
HuffPost, where she led breaking news coverage as Managing Editor for News.

 

AP's member news organizations and customers will be offered access to training
on best practices for fact checks though AP's Definitive Source webinars.

 

Read what AP fact-checks and why: http://apne.ws/t6oyA2C

 

Click here for a link to this story.

 

Becoming an AP reporter the hard way
- covering Arthur Godfrey as a copy
boy
 

Norman Abelson (Email) - In the early 1950s, there was hardly anyone in
America more famous than the entertainer Arthur Godfrey, or anyone less swell-
known than I, a young Associated Press copy boy. But we two came together in an
unlikely meeting one day in a luxury suite at Boston's famed Massachusetts General
Hospital. And hanging in the balance was my budding career in journalism.

 

It was one of those muggy summer days
when the humidity joins forces with the
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Arthur Godfrey

upper reaches of the temperature scale to
produce a choking heat wave. So it didn't
take long in those pre-air conditioning days
for me to start sweating right through my
white shirt as I boarded a Boston Elevated
Railway car. The El would transport me from
a station near The Associated Press office
where I worked on what was then called
Newspaper Row, to the vicinity of the
hospital, overlooking the placid Charles
River.

 

Godfrey, whose shows were must-see on
nearly every American TV screen, was
suffering from some form of hip
degeneration. He had come to Mass
General because it was home base to Dr.
M.N. Smith-Petersen, a pioneer in the new field of hip replacement. It seems difficult
to grasp, but Godfrey's impending surgery was a really huge news story, something
like Oprah Winfrey today, showing up at a world-famous hospital for a ground-
breaking, and possibly dangerous, operation.

 

Godfrey's public image was this nice guy who came on TV in a Hawaiian shirt
strumming a ukulele, smiling and saying "How-ah-ya, how-ah-ya, how-ah-ya."

 

He was in reality a tough customer who disdained his audience. And he wanted no
public snooping during his hospital stay. So every day there would be a printed
update released from the hospital, with the proviso that there would be absolutely no
press interviews, either with Godfrey or his doctor.

 

Since The AP hardly wished to waste a reporter's time, it was my task, as a lowly
go-fer, to pick up the statement each day and return it to the office. All went boringly
well until this particular sweltering morning. As I took my place amid a gaggle of
reporters awaiting the printed statement, a hospital official appeared, and said words
similar to these:

 

 "Mr. Godfrey wants to thank all of you for your forbearance, and so he has decided
to hold a pre-surgery press conference in his suite. But first, Dr. Smith-Petersen will
brief you on the operation's procedure. He'll be out in a few moments."

 

In seconds, my boredom gave way to panic, like one of those Twilight Zone
moments when you want to escape, to run like hell, but your legs won't move. Even
through the gripping fear, I knew what my first step had to be: call AP editor Frank
Murphy, a cigar-chomping, old-school news guy who ate copy boys for breakfast. I
found a pay-phone booth in the lobby, and told Murphy about the interviews,
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assuming he'd send a reporter to cover the story. But what happened instead was
enough to send an insecure 20-year-old on a brand-new career path careening from
panic to sheer terror.

 

"Damn it, kid, all my reporters are out," Murphy yelled, " I'll send a photographer
over, but you're gonna have to goddam cover this. Don't try to write the damn story,
just take notes and call them back to me. And don't screw it up; it's probably going to
be number one on our national news wire."

 

I looked around and saw that the other news sources, perhaps more insightful than
my outfit, had sent reporters, not copy boys, to the hospital. They were not only
experienced, but also equipped. I didn't even have a pencil or notebook. (I've never
gone anywhere without both since.) I walked over to the admitting desk and begged
a pencil and a few sheets of unlined paper. Now I was ready to cover what could be
the country's biggest news story of the day, except for one thing: the most important
news items I'd ever written before were wedding announcements for my hometown
weekly newspaper. A college dropout, I'd never even taken a journalism course. And
I'd never covered any story before, big or small.

 

But now that Murphy had given me the assignment, somehow focus pushed panic
aside.  Escape, while having some attraction, was not an option.  If I just walked out
of there and returned to my previous job working in an ice manufacturing plant, I'd
have to face my father and his increasing belief that I'd never amount to much. So,
what the hell, I'd join this troop from the Boston Globe, the Boston Herald, United
Press and assorted others, and go interview Arthur Godfrey. I'd show Murphy and
my father. I hoped.

 

I remember nothing of what Doctor Smith-Petersen told us about the surgery and its
complexities, even though I'm sure I took some notes. I do recall nervously
squeezing into an elevator with the press claque, and making our way to Godfrey's
plush suite in the hospital's VIP wing. There he was, arguably the most recognized
face in American television. Godfrey was sitting up in bed, sporting his signature
Hawaiian shirt, his thatch of red hair, as always, askew.

 

He welcomed us heartily, offering refreshment from a large assortment of liquor
bottles sitting atop a bureau against the far wall. Then as the experienced newsmen
in the room started popping questions, I was faced with yet another dilemma: how
the hell was I to write notes on the few sheets of paper I had been given by the
nurses?

 

My pencil couldn't make contact with the loose leafs of paper; I was missing the
great man's responses. So I moved my way across the room to the bureau, pushed
the liquor bottles aside, causing an unfortunate clanking noise, put the papers down
and began writing. No, of course,  I didn't ask any questions; I had enough worry
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just hoping that the point of my lone pencil wouldn't break off, and that I would be
able later to read my scribbles.

 

I first felt I might actually make it through this nightmare when Godfrey finally said
something like "That's about it, fellows. I'm getting kinda tired."

 

Back down the elevator I went, back to the phone both, and got Murphy again on the
other end of the line.

 

"Okay, kid," I recall him saying, "don't try to dictate a story, just read me your damn
notes in order, the most important stuff that Godfrey said first so I can get a bulletin
out."  It was just  about that moment I dropped the precious sheets, and they
fluttered to the floor of the booth. I bent to gather them up and saw - Oh, my God! - I
hadn't numbered them.

 

My recall is blank from that black moment until Murphy said "Okay, that's enough for
now. Get your ass back here quick, and write the rest of it." The train ride back to the
office, and typing out the back end of the story also remain hidden from memory.

 

But I know I did give the notes to Murphy over the phone, and I did write the rest of
the story, because it all showed up on the AP's A-wire. So did a front-page picture in
Hearst's Boston tabloid, The Record-American, showing Godfrey, a bunch of
reporters and, in the corner, a young man, his head bent over a bureau, scribbling
furiously from in between a bunch of whiskey bottles.

 

Connecting mailbox
 

Valuable schooldays - thank you, Judith Neale!
 

Sibby Christensen (Email) - A defining moment for me came far earlier than
high school or college. My fifth-grade teacher, one Judith Neale, got me started.

 

I'd had slow beginnings at school and wasn't very confident - no one realized I
couldn't hear well. But by instinct, Ms. Neale rearranged class seating so I'd be in
front. And she made a point of calling on me often. She drilled me on sentence
diagramming, and I began to grasp language structure. And as I started writing more
freely, she'd recite my essays to the whole class.

 

mailto:sibbyc@msn.com
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Then she selected me to go see, and write about, the Freedom Train (a rolling
exhibition including the original Constitution and Declaration of Independence
documents) when it came to El Paso. In a way, that was my first reporting
experience.

 

High school included working on the school paper. I loved the staff camaraderie and
going to the printshop to read final proofs and watch the press run. By then it was
obvious I was going to study journalism at college.

 

Right away after arriving at Texas Woman's U, I found myself reporting for the Daily
Lass-O, under sharp instruction from Dr. Robert W. Chambers, a professor who kept
sharp himself by working summers at the Fort Worth Star-Telegram. The paper was
printed in our building, and like my fellow J-majors, I mucked about in the inky
heaven of type, chases, hellboxes and the rest. I learned how to shoot with a Speed
Graphic, mucked about in the stinky heaven of the darkroom, and engraved the
results on a Scanagraver.

 

At the same time, I found an unexpected mentor in Carlotta Corpron, a shy art
professor who specialized in creative photography and art history. Learn to see
before clicking the shutter, she'd say.

 

And in her art history courses, I backed into something many of us had missed - a
comprehensive view of world history. This was real stuff, not the hagiographies I'd
been exposed to, like Texas history (where everybody was a hero and everybody
died at the Alamo).

 

Professional life has been bumpier, but I never regretted my choice.

 

-0-

 

Meeting Pat Morin in Wisconsin
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Gene Herrick (Email) - Tuesday's Connecting reminds me of a day in 1952 when
I surprisingly ran into Relman "Pat" Morin in the Madison, Wisconsin, Capital Times.
(Morin is at right in photo above.)

 

He was there covering the political campaigns of the national election, and I don't
remember what I was there for.  I was working out of Milwaukee at the time.  We
had both been in the battles of Korea, where Pat received a Pulitzer.

 

Pat was a great journalist, and a pleasure to be around.  I have a memory of my first
day in the Tokyo office, when Morin and Russ Brines, then the Chief of Bureau,
returned from a military briefing.  Pat sat down at a typewriter, whipped out a
Bulletin, pulled the paper from his typewriter, threw it into the air, and screamed,

mailto:gherrick@jetbroadband.com
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"Hippo," which I learned was Japanese for office boy.  A Japanese office boy ran
and grabbed the copy, in the air, and ran to a nearby window.  There he attached the
copy to a clothes pin, attached to a string, and throw it out of the window to the
awaiting arms of a young man below on a bicycle.  He would rush to the RCA
building for transmission to the U.S.

 

 

Meet Adobe's New Award-Winning
Director of Editorial Content, Santiago
Lyon
 
With Adobe Stock's entry into the editorial marketplace, our commitment has always
been to deliver visuals that are newsworthy, of the highest quality, and of human
interest. Earlier this year, we expanded our offering with editorial partners Reuters
and USA TODAY Sports, and we intend to continue on this important trajectory.

 

Today, Adobe is thrilled to welcome Santiago Lyon
as our first director of editorial content. In this newly
created role, Santiago will lead Adobe Stock's
editorial content strategy and collection, working
with world-class photojournalists, documentary
photographers, editorial providers and media.

 

With more than 30 years of experience as an
industry executive and photojournalist - and
multiple awards for his work on conflict, including
two World Press Photo prizes and the Bayeux prize
for war photography - Santiago brings a unique
perspective that reflects a lifetime of taking on new
challenges with great passion and journalistic
integrity.

 

Read more here. Shared by Sean Thompson, Claude Erbsen, Steve Hart.

 

AP Insights:

Report: A guide to immersive media
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Learn how immersive media requires a new reporting approach and how publishers
can leverage it by reading "The age of dynamic storytelling: A guide for journalists in
a world of immersive 3-D content."

 

Click here to view.

 

Connecting wishes Happy Birthday

  

to
 

Claudia Counts - ccounts@nyc.rr.com
 

Herb Hemming - herb@ojaimail.net

 
Lyle Price - lyleprice7@comcast.net

 

Connec�ng 100/90's/80's Club

100's

Max Desfor

90's:

Mercer Bailey
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Carl Bell
Albert Habhab
Gene Herrick
Elaine Light
Joe McKnight
Sam Montello
Joy S�lley
Seymour Topping
Harold Waters

80's:

Paul Albright
Malcolm Barr
Lou Boccardi
Ben Brown
Hal Buell
Sibby Christensen
Mike Cochran
Don Dashiell
O�o Doelling
Phil Dopoulos
Mike Feinsilber
George Hanna
Bob Haring
Kathryn Johnson
Joe McGowan
Walter Mears
Yve�e Mercourt
Reid Miller
Charlie Monzella
Richard Pyle
Gordon Sakamoto
Joe Somma
Arlon Southall
Hank Waters
Paul Webster
Joe Yeninas
George Zucker
 

EDITOR'S NOTE: If you qualify for the 80s and over clubs and are not listed, send
me a note and I will list you in future editions. Or if you've changed categories, let
me know.)
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Stories of interest
 

El Paso Times editor resigns in effort to save
newsroom jobs
 

EL PASO, TEXAS (AP) - The executive editor of the El Paso Times is leaving the
newspaper after being directed by its parent company to cut newsroom staff.

 

Robert Moore plans to step aside Oct. 6 in an effort
to preserve reporting positions at the paper, the
Times reported .

 

"For most of the past 31 years, I have had the
opportunity of a lifetime to serve El Paso and work
with many, many remarkable journalists who shared
a passion for telling important stories about a
community we love," Moore said.

 

His resignation coincides with the departure of Lilia
Castillo Jones, the president of the Times and
several sister properties in New Mexico, whose
position was eliminated by the USA Today Network,
a division of the Gannett publishing company. The
Times has eliminated several positions in the past
year, and layoffs have occurred this week at other Gannett papers nationally.

 

Read more here. Shared by Mark Mittelstadt.

 

-0-

 

The Not-So-Glossy Future of Magazines  (New York
Times)

 

One evening in mid-September, a gaggle of writers and bon vivant editors gathered
by the outdoor fireplace and ivy-covered trellis of a West Village tavern. Steak was
served, and the toasts lasted late into the night, the revelry trickling out to the nearby
sidewalk.
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It could have been a scene from the Jazz Age heyday of the Manhattan magazine
set - or even the 1990s, when glossy monthlies still soaked up millions of dollars in
advertising revenue, and editors in chauffeured town cars told the nation what to
wear, what to watch and who to read.

 

This night, however, had an elegiac tinge. The staff of Vanity Fair was saluting the
magazine's longtime editor, Graydon Carter, who had announced that he was
departing after a 25-year run. In the back garden of Mr. Carter's restaurant, the
Waverly Inn, star writers like James Wolcott and Marie Brenner spoke of their
gratitude and grief.

 

Read more here. Shared by Paul Albright.

 

-0-

 

New Lenfest Institute Awards $2 Million to 12
Local News Outlets  (NPQ)

 

During a time when news outlets of all sizes are experiencing unprecedented
financial challenges, the Lenfest Institute for Journalism, which is dedicated to
supporting journalism and just opened its doors last year, has been steadily making
news of its own. NPQ has covered some highlights of the Institute's work, including
a $40 million matching gift program to support local news and a partnership with the
Knight Foundation on digital transformation. Harvard's Nieman Lab even described
one recent Lenfest Institute program as "a kick in the pants to America's metro
newspapers."

 

Last week, the Lenfest Institute again made news by awarding $2 million in new
grants to support innovation in local journalism. This latest round of awards is
divided into two parts: $1 million to the Philadelphia Inquirer, the Philadelphia Daily
News, and Philly.com, which make up the nonprofit institute owned-and-operated
Philadelphia Media Network, and (with support from the Knight Foundation) $1
million for Innovation Grants to 12 for-profit and nonprofit newsrooms in New York;
the San Francisco Bay Area; San Diego; Austin; Cambridge, Massachusetts, and
Philadelphia. Five "Entrepreneurs in Residence" also received awards in this grant
round.

 

Read more here. Shared by Richard Chady.
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Today in History - September 27, 2017

  

By The Associated Press
 
Today is Wednesday, Sept. 27, the 270th day of 2017. There are 95 days left in the
year.

 

Today's Highlight in History:

 

On September 27, 1942, Glenn Miller and his Orchestra performed together for the
last time, at the Central Theater in Passaic, New Jersey, prior to Miller's entry into
the Army.

 

On this date:

 

In 1540, Pope Paul III issued a papal bull establishing the Society of Jesus, or
Jesuits, as a religious order.

 

In 1779, John Adams was named by Congress to negotiate the Revolutionary War's
peace terms with Britain.

 

In 1854, the first great disaster involving an Atlantic Ocean passenger vessel
occurred when the steamship SS Arctic sank off Newfoundland; of the more than
400 people on board, only 86 survived.

 

In 1917, French sculptor and painter Edgar Degas died in Paris at age 83.
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In 1928, the United States said it was recognizing the Nationalist Chinese
government.

 

In 1939, Warsaw, Poland, surrendered after weeks of resistance to invading forces
from Nazi Germany and the Soviet Union during World War II.

 

In 1943, Bing Crosby, the Andrews Sisters and the Vic Schoen Orchestra recorded
"Pistol Packin' Mama" and "Jingle Bells" for Decca Records.

 

In 1954, "Tonight!" hosted by Steve Allen, made its network debut on NBC-TV.

 

In 1962, "Silent Spring," Rachel Carson's study on the effects of pesticides on the
environment, was published in book form by Houghton Mifflin.

 

In 1979, Congress gave its final approval to forming the U.S. Department of
Education.

 

In 1989, Columbia Pictures Entertainment Inc. agreed to a $3.4 billion cash buyout
by Sony Corp.

 

In 1991, President George H.W. Bush announced in a nationally broadcast address
that he was eliminating all U.S. battlefield nuclear weapons, and called on the Soviet
Union to match the gesture. The Senate Judiciary Committee deadlocked, 7-7, on
the nomination of Clarence Thomas to the U.S. Supreme Court.

 

Ten years ago: Soldiers fired into crowds of anti-government demonstrators in
Yangon, Myanmar, reportedly killing at least nine people; Kenji Nagai, 50, a video
journalist for Japan's APF News, was among the dead. President George W. Bush
promised to take steps to reduce air traffic congestion and long delays that were
leaving travelers grounded.

 

Five years ago: Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu told the U.N. General
Assembly that the world had only a matter of months to stop Iran before it could
build a nuclear bomb. NFL referees returned to the field after a tentative deal with
the league ended a lockout; games had been marred by controversy, blown calls
and confusion as substitute referees officiated during the first three weeks of the
season. Actor Herbert Lom, 95, best known as Inspector Clouseau's long-suffering
boss in the "Pink Panther" movies, died in London.
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One year ago: The United States provided another $364 million in humanitarian aid
to Syrians as their nation's civil war appeared to be getting worse. President Barack
Obama announced career diplomat Jeffrey DeLaurentis as his choice to become the
first U.S. ambassador to Cuba in more than a half-century. Scientists announced the
first baby born from a controversial new technique that combined DNA from three
people - the mother, the father and an egg donor. (The goal was to prevent the child
from inheriting a fatal genetic disease from his mother.)

 

Today's Birthdays: Actress Kathleen Nolan is 84. Actor Wilford Brimley is 83. Actor
Claude Jarman Jr. is 83. Author Barbara Howar is 83. World Golf Hall of Famer
Kathy Whitworth is 78. Singer-musician Randy Bachman (Bachman-Turner
Overdrive) is 74. Rock singer Meat Loaf is 70. Actress Liz Torres is 70. Actor A
Martinez is 69. Baseball Hall of Famer Mike Schmidt is 68. Actor Cary-Hiroyuki
Tagawa is 67. Singer Shaun Cassidy is 59. Comedian Marc Maron is 54. Rock
singer Stephan (STEE'-fan) Jenkins (Third Eye Blind) is 53. Former Democratic
National Chair Debbie Wasserman Schultz is 51. Actor Patrick Muldoon is 49.
Singer Mark Calderon is 47. Actress Amanda Detmer is 46. Actress Gwyneth
Paltrow is 45. Rock singer Brad Arnold (3 Doors Down) is 39. Christian rock
musician Grant Brandell (Underoath) is 36. Actress Anna Camp is 35. Rapper Lil'
Wayne is 35. Singer Avril Lavigne (AV'-rihl la-VEEN') is 33. Bluegrass
singer/musician Sierra Hull is 26.

 

Thought for Today: "Life is like a coin. You can spend it any way you wish, but
you only spend it once." - Lillian Dickson, American missionary (1901-1983).

Got a story or photos to share?
 

   
Got a story to share? A favorite memory of your AP days? Don't keep them to yourself.
Share with your colleagues by sending to Ye Olde Connec�ng Editor. And don't forget to
include photos!

Here are some suggestions:

- Second chapters - You finished a great career. Now tell us about your second
(and third and fourth?) chapters of life.
 
- Spousal support - How your spouse helped in supporting your work during your
AP career. 
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- My most unusual story - tell us about an unusual,
off the wall story that you covered.

- "A silly mistake that you make"- a chance to 'fess
up with a memorable mistake in your journalistic
career.

- Multigenerational AP families - profiles of families
whose service spanned two or more generations.

- Volunteering - benefit your colleagues by sharing
volunteer stories - with ideas on such work they can do
themselves.

- First job - How did you get your first job in
journalism?

- Connecting "selfies" - a word and photo self-profile of you and your career, and
what you are doing today. Both for new members and those who have been with us
a while.

- Most unusual place a story assignment took you.

Paul Stevens
Editor, Connec�ng newsle�er
paulstevens46@gmail.com

Connecting newsletter, 14719 W 79th Ter, Lenexa, KS 66215
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