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Colleagues,
Good Friday morning!

We offer our congratulations to Paula Froke, one of AP's most respected
journalists, who has been named the new executive director of Associated Press
Media Editors and editor of the AP Stylebook.

The announcement of our Connecting colleague's news is in today's Connecting.

And we bring you the first response to our call in Thursday's edition for your stories
on facing sexual harassment in the workplace in the wake of allegations of sexual
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assault and harassment by movie producer Harvey Weinstein and the #MeToo
movement that has resulted on social media.

Connie Farrow, a newswoman in the St. Louis bureau from 1993 to 2001 and
correspondent in Springfield, Missouri, from 2001-2005, tells her story - joining
many women (and some men) who have taken to social media, using the hashtag
#MeToo, to express how they have been victims of sexual harassment and assault.
Connie first posted her story on her Facebook page and agreed to share it with her
Connecting colleagues.

"My story is not unique," she wrote. "I actually am one of the lucky ones. I have been
fortunate to be surrounded by and to have the opportunity to work for many amazing
men."

We thank her for sharing her story.

Paul

'Maybe instead of #MeToo, it
should be #EndTheSilence'
Connie Farrow (Email) - I was 11 years old the first time I clearly remember
being sexually attacked.

It was a hot July day, and I was alone at my aunt's house. A wasp had made its
way through a hole in a window screen. Her neighbor was working in his yard, so I
asked if he would come help.

It took only one swat from a rolled-up magazine to kill the wasp, but the man didn't
leave. He shoved me against a kitchen counter and told me that he wanted to be
"properly thanked."

Fortunately, I had left the front door open. The man's daughter came in before he
was able to remove my clothes. The girl, who appeared to be about my age, stood
there silently staring at us. The distraction allowed me to break free of his grip. He
threatened to kill my aunt if I told. I kept his secret, mostly because my young mind
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didn't fully comprehend what had happened.

The second time, I was an 18-year-old college
freshman. A guy had offered to give me a ride
home from a fraternity party. I knew I was in
trouble when he pulled off on a gravel road. He
attempted to force me into the back seat. I
managed to yank the door open and ran before
being raped. I never told because I convinced
myself it was my fault for getting in the car with
him.

The third time, I was working at USA Today as
part of a Gannett colleague loan program. My
boyfriend had come for a visit. My boss thought
it would be funny to wager on how many times my boyfriend and I had been
"friendly" over the weekend. He called me into an office shortly after I arrived for my
Sunday night shift and insisted that I give him the details "because money was on
the line."

The editor happened to come in and apparently sensed something was up. Tears
filled my eyes, but I didn't say a word. I walked out of the office, grabbed my purse
and went home. That night, my boss showed up at my apartment. "I could go back
to Missouri, if I wanted," he said.

I was furious by this point and told him that I wasn't going anywhere. I returned to
work the next day, but I wrongly pretended like nothing had happened. The culture
was such that I feared I would never work as a journalist again if I complained.

My story is not unique. I actually am one of the lucky ones. I have been fortunate to
be surrounded by and to have the opportunity to work for many amazing men.

It's important to understand that this happens to boys and to men, too. As one
friend duly noted, the perpetrator is almost always a man who is confident that his
victim will not tell.

Maybe instead of #MeToo, it should be #EndTheSilence.

(Connie Farrow, a University of Missouri journalism graduate, is a media consultant
and owner of Farrow Communications LLC in St. Louis.)
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Paula Froke named executive director
of AP Media Editors and AP Stylebook
editor
By The Associated Press

Paula Froke, a longtime newsroom and customer service leader at The Associated
Press, is the new executive director of Associated Press Media Editors and editor
of the AP Stylebook.

Froke's appointment to her new role was
announced Thursday by David Scott, AP's
deputy managing editor for operations.

As executive director of APME, Froke will lead
an industry organization that seeks to foster
journalistic excellence, support and train the
leaders of today's multimedia newsrooms and
represent the interests of customers in the
newsroom.

In that role, she succeeds Sarah Nordgren, who
was recently named AP's deputy managing
editor for sports, business, entertainment and
lifestyles, and health and science.

Froke will continue in her current role as editor of
the AP Stylebook. She leads a team that crafts updates and additions to a
reference book used not just by journalists, but also by writers and editors in a wide
range of jobs and specialties.

She has been the Stylebook's lead editor since June 2016 and a member of the
Stylebook team since 2013.

Since October 2012, she also has served as the AP's special liaison editor, serving
and representing the needs of customers, including Microsoft Corp. in Redmond,
Washington.
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Before that, she was the assistant managing editor overseeing afternoon and
evening operations at the AP's Nerve Center in New York.

She previously served as a deputy national editor, leading the hiring, training and
staff development of AP National Desk staff. She also helped direct the national
spot news and enterprise report, and spearheaded multimedia training at the
National Desk. She has also worked as an editor at four Olympics.

Froke began her AP career as a Dow Jones News Fund editing intern in New York.
She joined the AP full time in Minneapolis in 1984 and served as news editor there
from 1989-1990. She then moved to Detroit as Michigan news editor until
transferring to New York in 2000. She is a graduate of Penn State.

Click here for a link to this story. (Paula, a Connecting colleague, is reachable at pfroke@yahoo.com

Connecting mailbox
His car towed on his first day with the AP
Jim Bagby (Email) - My first day of the job with AP was at night, and that turned
out to be problematic for a newbie to the big city. But it was memorable for one
special mentor, 46 years ago and change.

Doesn't seem possible it was that long ago, even after almost a dozen years of
retirement. It was Aug. 31, 1971, that I drove up to the Kansas City Star building,
reporting for the midnight shift. The first thing I encountered on Grand Avenue,
right outside the door I'd been instructed to enter, was a sign over the parking
meters reading "No Standing 10 p.m. to 6 a.m." It seemed odd to someone who'd
spent the last dozen years at relatively small-town Oklahoma newspapers. I
parked, intent on getting up to the AP offices on the third floor, and certainly saw
no one standing; I figured the signs might have something to do with curfews or
big-city crime. OK, I obviously didn't ponder the matter a lot.

Upstairs I met the Missouri-Kansas editor, the Iowa-Nebraska editor (we were then
the hub bureau for all four states), the overnight broadcast editor who before long
would give way to Doug Tucker, who later would cede his spot to me as he
replaced Lew Ferguson's replacement, Bob Moore, as regional sports editor. In
handing over his prize spot, Tucker left me a note crowing that he had "set the
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standards for the night broadcast report." There were assorted colorful characters
manning the punching bank and the communications quarters. And I met ace filing
editor Wes Cook, whom I worked with almost 30 years, since he remained an
overnight fixture even after we became fully computerized and was there alone on
the graveyard shift when I reported at 6 a.m. as day broadcast editor.

Then there was Rutherford B. "Butch" Hayes. He was a reporter from the old
school, complete with green eye shade. I was assigned to him the first night, much
to my benefit, and learned as much over the next few weeks about the history,
importance and tradition of the AP as anyone taught me thereafter. Butch was an
All-Big Six end at the University of Kansas in 1936 and still looked fit enough to
play. He once scored a touchdown that beat arch-rival Missouri.

When "lunch" time rolled around, I broke out the sack lunch that Joann had
provided and was set to eat at my desk, so I wouldn't miss anything. "Nope," Butch
growled, but kindly. He had that ability. "You owe it to your stomach to take time
away from the job and digest while you eat." So we repaired to the break room, ate,
talked and relaxed for 30 minutes. We pretty much followed that routine all the
time I worked the overnight. Oh, the stories I could tell about Butch.

Well, you know the punch line to this. When I walked out at 8, my car had been
towed. Since we had just moved to town, I had to prevail on fellow overnighter
Bob Jones to drive me home to get the registration papers, then he took me the
tow lot and...a costly lesson but a memorable end to a long first night on the job.

-0-

Photographers are keener observers
Walter Putnam (Email) - Concerning photo captions, close interaction between
writer and photographer is surely valuable. I've always thought photographers are
the keener observers. Whether debriefing the shooter or writing the cutline,
significant details emerge.

One I will never forget was in Dallas, when a notorious biker gang inmate escaped
from a northeast Texas prison and abducted a young woman (seems like she was
a deputy, or a prison guard,) threatening to kill her if he was in danger of being
captured. We got a file photo, and when writing the caption, I saw he had a tattoo
proclaiming "Death Before Dishonor." Naturally, that went right to the top of the
story.
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Fortunately for his hostage, he did surrender peacefully in the end.

More of your stories of
encountering violence during news
coverage
Learning a valuable lesson, the hard way
Bill Kaczor (Email) - I covered several demonstrations by abortion rights
activists and abortion opponents following violence at clinics in Pensacola. All were
relatively peaceful, but I did have a memorable embarrassing moment.

I often made small talk with interview subjects to try to put them at ease. I had that
in mind as I approached an abortion rights demonstrator. I don't recall the exact
words, but she had on a T-shirt that said something about motherhood over her
protruding belly. So I asked her when the baby was due. She indignantly informed
me that she was not pregnant, just "fat." That rather abruptly ended the interview
despite my profuse and red-faced apology, but I learned a valuable lesson.
After that I have tried to avoid all talk about physical appearance unless the person
I am speaking with brings it up.
-0-

His Nikon F camera became weapon when
attacked by demonstrator
Paul Shane (Email) - I was covering an anti-war demonstration at the University
of Wisconsin, Milwaukee campus, when a young punk broke out of a group of
demonstrators to attack me. I made a turn to the right and had the guy in a
hammerlock. In one motion, I slammed a motorized Nikon F with hooded 50 mm
lens into his face. The bloodied kid went to a knee. Instead of beating me up, the
group helped its friend. As I walked away, I made a final snap.
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Only when back in the bureau standing in the dark developing the film did I get the
shakes so bad the film overdeveloped. I told COB Dion Henderson about the
incident and he said to write it up in case of complaints. For some reason, I
remember the camera was set to f8 at 1/125. The picture was blurry. Henderson
and I agreed not to use it.

-0-

Cub reporter gets too close and personal with
some flames
Paul Albright (Email) - Youthful exuberance (aka "stupid kid") led me into my
most dangerous journalistic encounter. I had just been shifted from the copy desk
to the cop shop beat at The Rocky Mountain News in Denver in 1957 (My God!
Sixty years ago!).
I and another equally young and inexperienced photographer were assigned to
cover a nighttime house fire. When we arrived on the scene, flames were shooting
out of the roof where I believe the firemen had chopped a couple of holes so they
could direct water hoses inside the building. After observing for a few minutes and
getting some shots from ground level, the photographer suggested we climb up to
the roof for a closer look. I paused a moment, surveyed the fiery scene, and
foolishly agreed.
No firemen intervened as we scrambled up one of their ladders and found
ourselves on the pitched roof and close to the flames. Then the wind shifted!
Instead of smoke and flames blowing away from us, we suddenly were engulfed in
a dark, smothering cloud of smoke. We were blinded and beginning to choke on
the smoke. At least, we had the presence of mind to stand still, turn our backs to
the smoke cloud, and not attempt to walk to the edge of the roof in search of the
ladder. Fortunately, a fireman spotted us, walked over, grabbed each of us by the
arm and guided us to the ladder, reminding us in a calm voice not to come back up
a fire ladder again.
Looking back on it after 60 years, I am surprised that the Denver Fire Department
did not make a fuss about this with our editors, but I don't believe another word
was ever said about it. The two of us certainly never told the City Editor what we
had done, and I think we were so shocked and embarrassed by the experience that
we kept silent with our co-workers. This may be the first re-telling!

Solace or silence? Not all families of
fallen get Trump call
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By CALVIN WOODWARD and TOM DAVIES

WASHINGTON (AP) - Some got sympathy and solace. Some got silence. One got
a promise of cash.

Relatives of people who died in military service have recounted varied interactions
with President Donald Trump in the difficult days and weeks after their loved one's
death. Despite Trump's boast that he reaches out personally to all families of the
fallen, interviews with families members did not support his claim. Some never
heard from him at all, and a few who did came away more upset.

The Associated Press reached out to the families of all 43 people who have died in
military service since Trump became president and made contact with about half
the families. Of those who would address the question, relatives of nine said they
had heard from Trump by phone or mail. Relatives of nine others said they haven't.

Several spoke of being comforted by Trump but at least one call went awry:
Cowanda Jones-Johnson told the AP that Trump spoke disrespectfully of her fallen
nephew, Sgt. La David Johnson, when he called family members Tuesday.
Johnson was among four servicemen killed in Niger earlier this month.

Read more here.
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Connecting wishes Happy Birthday

To
Bob Nordyke - bobpress@aol.com

On Saturday to:

John Montgomery - johndmont2@gmail.com
Andrew Selsky - aselsky@ap.org

On Sunday to:

Ron Johnson - ronjohnson77@gmail.com

Stories of interest
Can Fake News Be Stopped in the Next 10
Years? (Ad Week)
Will fake news be thwarted in the next 10 years? A survey of more than 1,100
internet and technology experts by Pew Research Center was nearly split right
down the middle.
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The Future of Truth and Misinformation Online, released Thursday by Pew and
Elon University's Imagining the Internet Center, revealed that when the 1,100-plus
experts were asked, "Will trusted methods emerge over the next 10 years to block
false narratives and allow the most accurate information to prevail in the overall
information ecosystem?," 51 percent believed the information environment will not
improve, while 49 percent foresaw improvement.

Naturally, social networks came up quite a bit in those experts' comments.

Read more here.

-0-

The powers and perils of news
personalization (Nieman Reports)
By ADRIENNE LAFRANCE

It took a terrorist attack for Google to enter the news business.

On September 11, 2001, after hijackers crashed two commercial jets into the World
Trade Center as well as a third plane into the Pentagon and another into a field
near Shanksville, Pennsylvania, Internet users turned to the search engine for
information. Again and again, they typed in terms like "New York Twin Towers," but
found nothing about what had happened that morning. Google's web crawlers
hadn't indexed "Twin Towers" since the month before, which meant every result
that Google returned was, given the context, totally and painfully irrelevant.

Google quickly set up a special page for "News and information about attacks in
U.S.," with links to the websites of about four dozen newspapers and news
networks, along with links to relief funds, resources, and phone numbers for
airlines and hospitals. A link to this makeshift news page stayed there for weeks,
just below the search bar on Google's minimalist homepage. Within a year, Google
had incorporated a news filter into its search algorithm so that timely headlines
appeared atop a list of search results for relevant keywords.

Read more here.
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Fighting 'the Gawker effect' in the wake of
Weinstein (CJR)
By KIM MASTERS

I USED TO JOKE that I could wallpaper my house with threat letters during a
career in which I've worked for publications including The Washington Post, Vanity
Fair, Time, and Esquire. In every case, I've relied on the advice of smart lawyers to
make the pieces work, and in every case, the story in question eventually was
published without incident.

This time was different.

My recent efforts to find a publisher for an article I wrote about allegations involving
Roy Price, the head of Amazon Studios, represents one of the most difficult
chapters in my decades-long career in journalism. Not only does it show the
lengths to which a deep-pocketed subject will go to shut down a negative story, but
it reveals the fear that now permeates news outlets at a challenging time for
journalism.

Read more here. Shared by Richard Chady.

-0-

Facebook Is Officially Rolling Out Its Explore
Alternative News Feed (Ad Week)
The Explore alternative News Feed Facebook has been testing since as early as
February is officially rolling out.

Explore is an ad-free (thus far) News Feed made up entirely of content from
publishers-pages followed and not followed by users.
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When first spotted in February, mobile users were given the options at the bottom
of their screens for Home (Facebook's traditional News Feed) and Explore.

Read more here. Shared by Ralph Gage.

The Final Word
The Bulwer-Lytton Fiction Contest - Where
"WWW" means "Wretched Writers Welcome"
Conceived to honor the memory of Victorian novelist Edward George Earl BulwerLytton and to encourage unpublished authors who do not have the time to actually
write entire books, the contest challenges entrants to compose bad opening
sentences to imaginary novels.

Here is the winner:

The elven city of Losstii faced towering sea cliffs and abutted rolling hills that in the
summer were covered with blankets of flowers and in the winter were covered with
blankets, because the elves wanted to keep the flowers warm and didn't know
much at all about gardening. Kat Russo, Loveland, Colorado

Read more here. Shared by George Arfield.

Today in History - October 20, 2017
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By The Associated Press

Today is Friday, Oct. 20, the 293rd day of 2017. There are 72 days left in the year.

Today's Highlight in History:

On Oct. 20, 1967, a jury in Meridian, Mississippi, convicted seven men of violating
the civil rights of slain civil rights workers James Chaney, Andrew Goodman and
Michael Schwerner; the seven received prison terms ranging from 3 to 10 years.

On this date:

In 1803, the U.S. Senate ratified the Louisiana Purchase.

In 1914, "Stay Down Here Where You Belong," an antiwar song by Irving Berlin,
was published by Waterson, Berlin & Snyder Co. in New York.

In 1936, Helen Keller's teacher, Anne Sullivan Macy, died in Forest Hills, New York,
at age 70.

In 1944, during World War II, Gen. Douglas MacArthur stepped ashore at Leyte in
the Philippines, 2 1/2 years after saying, "I shall return."
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In 1947, the House Un-American Activities Committee opened hearings into
alleged Communist influence and infiltration in the U.S. motion picture industry.

In 1964, the 31st president of the United States, Herbert C. Hoover, died in New
York at age 90.

In 1968, former first lady Jacqueline Kennedy married Greek shipping magnate
Aristotle Onassis.

In 1977, the supersonic Concorde made its first landing in New York City.

In 1987, 10 people were killed when an Air Force jet crashed into a Ramada Inn
hotel near Indianapolis International Airport after the pilot, who was trying to make
an emergency landing, ejected safely.

In 1994, actor Burt Lancaster died in Los Angeles at age 80.

In 2011, Moammar Gadhafi, 69, Libya's dictator for 42 years, was killed as
revolutionary fighters overwhelmed his hometown of Sirte (SURT) and captured the
last major bastion of resistance two months after his regime fell.

Ten years ago: Republican Congressman Bobby Jindal, the U.S.-born son of Indian
immigrants, was elected governor of Louisiana; he became the first non-white to
hold the job since Reconstruction. Former Green Bay Packers receiver Max
McGee died in Deephaven, Minnesota, at age 75. Peg Bracken, author of the "I
Hate to Cook Book," died in Portland, Oregon, at age 89.

Five years ago: Heading into the campaign's final weeks, Republican presidential
candidate Mitt Romney upped his criticism of President Barack Obama's plans for
a second term, accusing the Democrat of failing to tell Americans what he would do
with four more years; the Obama campaign aggressively disputed the notion,
claiming it was Romney who hadn't provided specific details to voters.

One year ago: President Barack Obama defended his health care program, long a
target of Republicans and recently criticized by some Democrats, saying millions of
Americans "now know the financial security of health insurance" because of the
Affordable Care Act. The Chicago Cubs moved to within one win from their first
World Series trip in 71 years by beating the Los Angeles Dodgers 8-4 in Game 5 of
the NLCS. The Los Angeles Sparks defeated the defending champion Minnesota
Lynx for their first title in 14 years in Game 5 of the WNBA Finals.
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Today's Birthdays: Japan's Empress Michiko is 83. Rockabilly singer Wanda
Jackson is 80. Former actress Rev. Mother Dolores Hart is 79. Actor William
"Rusty" Russ is 67. Actress Melanie Mayron is 65. Retired MLB All-Star Keith
Hernandez is 64. Sen. Sheldon Whitehouse, D-R.I., is 62. Movie director Danny
Boyle is 61. Former Labor Secretary Hilda Solis is 60. Actor Viggo Mortensen is 59.
Rock musician Jim Sonefeld (Hootie & The Blowfish) is 53. Rock musician David
Ryan is 53. Rock musician Doug Eldridge (Oleander) is 50. Journalist Sunny
Hostin (TV: "The View") is 49. Political commentator and blogger Michelle Malkin is
47. Actor Kenneth Choi is 46. Rapper Snoop Dogg is 46. Singer Dannii Minogue is
46. Singer Jimi Westbrook (country goup Little Big Town) is 46. Country musician
Jeff Loberg is 41. Actor Sam Witwer is 40. Actor John Krasinski is 38. Rock
musician Daniel Tichenor (Cage the Elephant) is 38. Actress Katie Featherston is
35. Actress Jennifer Nicole Freeman is 32.

Thought for Today: "Everybody's private motto: It's better to be popular than
right." - Mark Twain (1835-1910).

Got a story or photos to share?
Got a story to share? A favorite memory of your AP days?
Don't keep them to yourself. Share with your colleagues by
sending to Ye Olde Connec ng Editor. And don't forget to
include photos!
Here are some suggestions:
- Second chapters - You finished a great career. Now
tell us about your second (and third and fourth?)
chapters of life.
- Spousal support - How your spouse helped in
supporting your work during your AP career.
- My most unusual story - tell us about an unusual, off the wall story that you
covered.
- "A silly mistake that you make"- a chance to 'fess up with a memorable mistake
in your journalistic career.
- Multigenerational AP families - profiles of families whose service spanned two
or more generations.
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- Volunteering - benefit your colleagues by sharing volunteer stories - with ideas
on such work they can do themselves.
- First job - How did you get your first job in journalism?
- Connecting "selfies" - a word and photo self-profile of you and your career, and
what you are doing today. Both for new members and those who have been with us
a while.
- Most unusual place a story assignment took you.

Paul Stevens
Editor, Connec ng newsle er
paulstevens46@gmail.com
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