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Colleagues,

Good Monday morning!

We recently spent a week in New England "peeping" at fall leaves and returned
home to find the colorful change happening right in our own front yard.

Funny, when we see leaves in our yard, we first appreciate the beauty but quickly
see lots of work ahead gathering them up before the first snow. But when our
grandkids Sophie and Brennan (aka, Loud and Louder) see leaves, they see lots of
fun. That moment got captured over the weekend during an overnight with the
Grandparental Unit.
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The important role that photographers play in news coverage has been discussed
in Connecting for the past few weeks - following a post from a colleague who
observed the excellent writing ability that many photographers possess.

Our colleague Gene Herrick - a frequent Connecting contributor of photos and
stories from his long career with The Associated Press that included the Korean
War and the Civil Rights Movement in the South - takes on the topic in our lead
item for today's issue.

Agree or disagree? Send along your comments.

Here's to a great week ahead!

Paul

'My photographer' - an unfortunate term
for journalists who should be integral part
of news coverage
Gene Herrick (Email) - I have enjoyed, but am perturbed, by some of the
comments on the abilities and potential of photographers as related to news
coverage - not that they were bad, but because they reveal, at least to me, the
unspoken and deep-down feelings that news photographers are somewhat like the
office boy. Yes, photographers CAN write stories and picture captions. Yes, they
can be, and are, intelligent members of the newspaper staff, but...

For lo these many generations, news photographers
have generally been considered addendums to the
journalistic staff. I am a veteran AP staff
photographer whose career goes back to the 1940's.
Except for the AP photographers working in major
bureaus, where they shipped their film in for handling,
we in the single photographer outlying bureaus, we
had to do it all, including writing the captions. On
breaking stories, I most often contacted the bureau
before coming in and in many, many cases, gave
them more details for the story. Many times I called in
the whole story. I have even called in "Scoops" on
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stories that I uncovered while photographing a situation. Many, many AP
photographers I knew and worked with, did the same.
My career covered almost every state in the Union, Canada, Japan, and Korea.
During that time I met and worked with news photographers, not only AP folks, but
hundreds of local member newspaper photographers. Almost without exception,
most of them were never considered major players on the coverage team, but only
people who were told to go cover this or that, with virtually no knowledge of what
the story was about. Also, they most generally played a servant role to the reporter
covering the story. "My photographer," was a phrase often heard by the
photographer.
Even in the AP, the photographer is seldom brought into the planning stages for
coverage of an event, especially a big one. Oh yes, often the photo editor is
included, but not the photographer. He/she is often just told to go take pictures of
the event. However, AP photographers are probably the most innovative and
resilient members of the staff.
In my opinion, news photographers should be an integral part of any news staff.
They should be included in in-service training and planning, and given the respect
for their talent and abilities.
This response, I pray, will be accepted as my personal feelings and observations,
and hopefully taken as a constructive response.

Connecting mailbox
A lifesaver, for sure!
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You can take the boy out of newspapering, but you can't take newspapering out of
the boy - proof being this photo of Connecting colleague Craig Klugman, retired
editor of The Journal Gazette of Fort Wayne, Indiana. His wife Julie captured the
moment.

-0-

It's all in the hyphens!
Jim Hood (Email) - Jim Bagby's story (in Friday's Connecting) of his car being
towed on his first night working at the AP reminded me of my first visit to the
California DMV. I had been transferred to San Francisco from Bagby's Kansas City
and thought it was time to get a new driver's license, since mine was not only from
Colorado but had been expired for quite some time.
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Fortunately, I found a parking place which a sign said was at the end of the testparking-only section, went in, took the test and emerged to find a "parking
enforcement technician" ticketing my car.

Why? I asked.

"It's in the end of test parking only section," he replied, not verbally placing any
hyphens, "just like the sign says."

"No," I said. "What you saying is that it's in the end-of-test-parking section. But
that's not what the sign says. Since there are no hyphens, the sign actually appears
to mark the end of the section where parking tests are conducted. You know, like
the signs that say 'End no passing zone.' They mark the end of the no-passing
zone. The hyphen is implied."

Not wanting to pull rank, I did not reveal my identity as the co-author of the AP
Broadcast News Handbook, which has an extensive discussion about the proper
use of hyphens. It probably wouldn't have mattered anyway, since the technician
simply finished writing, put the ticket on my windshield and walked off without a
word.

While he had no doubt passed the California driving - and parking - tests, the ticketwriting technician would never have passed the AP writing test.

-0-

On the basic misunderstanding of the role
media play in today's world
Chuck McFadden (Email) - The Gallup people tell us that we reporters are not
popular people.
A Gallup poll from September 14, 2016 reported that only 32 percent of Americans
said they had "a great deal" or "a fair amount" of trust in the media. That's an alltime low for media trust, continuing a trend of the past two decades.
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Part of it, of course, is pure partisan politics. But there's more to it than that.
There's a basic misunderstanding of the role media play in today's world.
Here's a hypothetical example. Remember, hypothetical.
Here we go:
President Trump is delivering a speech in Alabama, basking in the approval of the
crowd. He sticks to the script for 15 minutes, dutifully reading prepared remarks off
the teleprompter boosting his tax reform plan.
Then, as he has done in the past, he departs from the script, and starts speaking
off the cuff.
"I've been talking to some folks here in Alabama, good folks, fine people," the
President says. "And they tell me the South should have been allowed to secede.
I think they're right. We should have left the South to go its own say - to have its
own nation. Lincoln was wrong. He should never have started the Civil War."
The reaction of the reporters present is instantaneous.
"What?"
"Did he really say that? Get the video! Look at the video!"
"My God, there it is. He really said it!"
Reporters race to their keyboards. The story and the video footage go out almost
instantly, with the lede: "President Donald Trump said today the South should have
been allowed to secede, and that President Abraham Lincoln was wrong in seeking
to keep the nation together."
"Lincoln was wrong. He should never have started the Civil War," Trump said.
The 35th and 36th grafs are about the tax reform plan.
The reaction is also instantaneous.
The Right: "Why aren't you focusing on the main point of the President's speech his tax reform plan? Your unfair reporting focuses on a trivial aside. What's
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important is the tax reform plan - not some side remark the President made. You're
doing a disservice to the American People! You're picking and choosing! You're not
being patriotic!"
The Left: "My God, how could he say that? This proves the President is nuts!"
The Media: "How could we not report it? Think about it. The President of the
United States said that the South should have been allowed to secede, and that
President Lincoln was wrong to preserve the Union. That's a sensational thing for a
president to say, and we have a duty to tell the public that he said it."
There seems to be a feeling among some that the duty of reporters is to act as a
conveyor belt for presidential utterances, never mind context or fact-checking. That
is not how today's journalism works, and that is confounding to some folks.
And Mainstream Media reporters are doing their best to convey what's happening
to the public, all the while dodging melons, vulgar gestures, and threats.
Any thoughts about all this out there?
-0-

Former presidents gather at hurricane relief
concert
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Former presidents Barack Obama, Bill Clinton, George W. Bush, George H.W.
Bush and Jimmy Carter gather on stage during a hurricanes relief concert in
College Station, Texas on Oct. 21. LM Otero/AP Photo

AP shines with cross format coverage
of deadliest wildfires in California
history
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Seen through the cab of a ﬁre truck, a wildﬁre burns along Highway 29 near Calistoga,
Calif., Oct. 12, 2017. AP PHOTO / JAE C. HONG
California is used to devastating wildfires but the firestorm that swept through wine
country north of San Francisco was unlike any other. The devastation was
staggering - at least 42 killed and more than 5,700 homes and other structures
burned to the ground.

Knickmeyer's experience living with the flames while reporting on them was turned
into a compelling first-person narrative.

The series of fires broke out nearly simultaneously late at night and quickly
stretched across 100 miles. AP became aware this was no ordinary wildfire in a 4
a.m. call from San Francisco reporter Ellen Knickmeyer, who lives in Napa County
where flames were raging and people were fleeing. While concerned her home
could fall victim to the flames (it did not, fortunately), Knickmeyer never stopped
reporting. Her color and photos from the scene were critical to AP's early coverage,
and her experience living with the flames while reporting on them was turned into a
compelling first-person narrative.

AP quickly mobilized staffers throughout California and beyond. And, critically,
every staffer in the field contributed in multiple formats. Phoenix-based
videojournalist Brian Skoloff, and photographers Jae Hong (Los Angeles) and
Marcio Sanchez (San Francisco) put themselves in harm's way to ensure AP could
show the fires and their heart-wrenching impact on people and property.
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Skoloff popped up so many places one CalFire captain nicknamed him
"Jackrabbit." Skoloff and Hong produced especially vivid coverage when it
appeared the community of Calistoga might be lost. Skoloff ran into firefighters in
the downtown area and asked where to go to find the flames. "Go to mile marker 45
on Highway 29," he was told. He quickly relayed that to Hong and they arrived
there just as a hotshot crew was heading in. Skoloff and Hong went into the woods,
grabbing tree branches and sliding on their backsides to keep up as firefighters
went down a steep hill. TV crews arrived as they came out, their photos and video
already sent to AP's customers.

A day earlier, Skoloff was in Santa Rosa planning to meet a woman desperately
searching for her mother. He got the address where the mother lived and went
there, prior to the interview. He found the woman's brother looking through the
ashes and quickly filed video. He then did the interview with the woman and just
after leaving got a text from her saying her brother had found their mother's
remains. Skoloff quickly called in the news.

Another sad tale was told by Sacramento photographer Rich Pedroncelli. He was in
Napa Valley where two sons returned to the home where their parents-- 100-yearold Charles Rippey, and his wife, Sara, 98 -- were killed. He had the first photos of
the men at the scene and the first video of one recounting their parents' lives and
tragic end. Pedroncelli's all-formats coverage gave AP a leg up on what became
one of the signature stories to emerge from the tragedy.

Sanchez is a veteran of fire coverage and has a knack for eliciting key information
that helps AP be in the right place at the right time. Beyond outstanding work on fire
lines, he was the choice to go up with a helicopter pilot. He had a goal that was
based on what he had seen on the ground - show the devastation in the city of
Santa Rosa, where an astounding 3,000 homes were destroyed, and illustrate how
some in the wine industry were flattened while others survived. His image of one
intact vineyard next to one totally burned was among the best illustrations of that
element of the fire story.

Rising winds fan the California wildfires, forcing hundreds more to flee homes in
state's fabled wine country. https://t.co/CZ1YoSebpw
- The Associated Press (@AP) October 14, 2017

For a week, AP's wildfire coverage was among the most popular for text, photos
and video. The Nerve Center's handover note from the weekend said "tremendous
work across the board by our crew covering the wildfires in northern California
allowed the AP to dominate coverage once more, with our stories collectively
garnering more than 4,000 source matches on Newswhip."
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For their work in the initial days documenting how the flames devastated people
and property, Knickmeyer, Skoloff, Sanchez, Hong and Pedroncelli win this week's
$300 Best of the States award.

Stories of interest
I interviewed an executive in his underwear to
get the job done (USA Today)
By JOANNE LIPMAN

In my first job, as a 22-year-old newspaper reporter, I went to interview a
businessman. He ushered me into his office. He locked the door. Then he stripped
to his underwear.

This was in the 1980s, at a time when women didn't call behavior like his "sexual
harassment." We called it ... going to work. So I did what other women in my place
would have done. I interviewed him in his underwear. Then I got out as fast as I
could.

Back at the office, I told my editor what had happened. His response: laughter. He
thought it was hilarious.

I shrugged it off too. This was the price of working in a man's world. So
unremarkable was the event that I didn't bother mentioning it to my roommate or
my mom.

More than 30 years later, it's astonishing that in many ways, so little has changed.
Thousands of women are recounting similar experiences of sexual harassment and far worse - in the wake of the accusations by multiple women against movie
producer Harvey Weinstein. Social media feeds are flooded with

Read more here.
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Brutal Killing of Journalist Exposes
'Something Darker' in Malta (New York Times)
By ANDREW HIGGINS

VALLETTA, Malta - The blast from the bomb planted in the rented Peugeot of
Malta's best-known investigative journalist was so powerful it took police
investigators four days to collect body parts and wreckage scattered across sunbaked fields next to the road.

Tracking down potential suspects with deep grudges against the victim, Daphne
Caruana Galizia, however, will take far longer.

"It is a very long list," Malta's prime minister, Joseph Muscat, one of the journalist's
many targets, said in an interview. "She was a very harsh critic of mine."

The list of people whom Ms. Caruana Galizia offended and infuriated as a prolific
journalist in this tiny Mediterranean island nation includes many members of Mr.
Muscat's ruling Labour Party as well as the leader of the center-right opposition.
Also on the list: the president of Azerbaijan and his family, executives of a Chinese
electrical equipment manufacturer, foreign drug barons, an Iranian-born banker and
people active in offshore tax havens like Panama and the British Virgin Islands.

Read more here.

-0-

The Newseum Is Increasingly Relevant, but
Can It Survive? (New York Times)
By SOPAN DEB

WASHINGTON - The front pages of newspapers telling of the 9/11 attacks are
prominently on display at the Newseum here. Sixteen years later, their headlines
still scream.
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"AMERICA'S DARKEST DAY," declares The Detroit Free Press, all in caps.

"'EVIL ACTS,'" shouts The Miami Herald.

In a screening room nearby, journalists talk on video about their experiences that
day. A box of tissues is within arm's reach.

If journalism is history written in the moment, there are few more compelling places
to appreciate that than the Newseum, a cathedral to the craft, on Pennsylvania
Avenue.

Read more here. Shared by Sibby Christensen, whose friend Madelyn Jennings, a
Newseum emeritus trustee, told her: "Am well aware of this and the story is
accurate. I'm very concerned and just hope we can maintain the current building
with its fabulous location. Evaluating all kinds of possibilities."

The Final Word
5 of the Filthiest Places to Avoid on Airplanes
(Time)

By JULIA ZORTHIAN

When it comes to flying, nothing about a close proximity to strangers and
bathrooms for hours on end feels particularly clean. And while y ou may not be able
to make the flight shorter or the seats bigger, you can make your experience more
sanitary by avoiding some of the dirtiest places on airplanes.

It's worth noting that some people may be more susceptible to getting sick on
planes because the cabin air humidity is under 20%, whereas home humidity is
generally over 30%, according to the World Health Organization. The dry air
exposure affects mucus, the immune system's front line of defense, leaving people
marginally more vulnerable to getting sick. A 2004 study in the Journal of
Environmental Health Research found that people are far more likely - 113 times
more, by one of the study's measures - to catch the common cold during a flight
than normal ground transmission.
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Humidity aside, there are a handful of especially dirty spots, according to research
and advisories from travel physicians. Here's how to avoid them.

Read more here.

Today in History - October 23, 2017

By The Associated Press
Today is Monday, Oct. 23, the 296th day of 2017. There are 69 days left in the year.

Today's Highlight in History:

On Oct. 23, 1942, during World War II, Britain launched a major offensive against
Axis forces at El Alamein (el ah-lah-MAYN') in Egypt, resulting in an Allied victory.

On this date:

In 1864, forces led by Union Maj. Gen. Samuel R. Curtis repelled Confederate Maj.
Gen. Sterling Price's army in the Civil War Battle of Westport in Missouri.
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In 1915, tens of thousands of women paraded up Fifth Avenue in New York City,
demanding the right to vote.

In 1935, mobster Dutch Schultz, 34, was shot and mortally wounded with three
other men during a gangland hit at the Palace Chophouse in Newark, New Jersey.
(Schultz died the following day.)

In 1941, the Walt Disney animated feature "Dumbo," about a young circus elephant
who learns how to fly, premiered in New York.

In 1944, the World War II Battle of Leyte (LAY'-tee) Gulf began, resulting in a major
Allied victory against Japanese forces.

In 1946, the United Nations General Assembly convened in New York for the first
time, at an auditorium in Flushing Meadow.

In 1956, a student-sparked revolt against Hungary's Communist rule began; as the
revolution spread, Soviet forces started entering the country, and the uprising was
put down within weeks.

In 1963, the Neil Simon comedy "Barefoot in the Park," starring Elizabeth Ashley
and Robert Redford, opened on Broadway.

In 1973, President Richard Nixon agreed to turn over White House tape recordings
subpoenaed by the Watergate special prosecutor to Judge John J. Sirica.

In 1983, 241 U.S. service members, most of them Marines, were killed in a suicide
truck-bombing at Beirut International Airport in Lebanon; a near-simultaneous
attack on French forces killed 58 paratroopers. NBC News reporter and
anchorwoman Jessica Savitch, 36, and New York Post executive Martin Fischbein,
34, died in a car accident in New Hope, Pennsylvania.

In 1991, Cambodia's warring factions and representatives of 18 other nations
signed a peace treaty in Paris.

In 2001, the nation's anthrax scare hit the White House with the discovery of a
small concentration of spores at an offsite mail processing center.
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Ten years ago: Evacuations due to out-of-control wildfires in Southern California
topped half a million; President George W. Bush declared a federal emergency for
seven counties. Shuttle Discovery and its crew of seven thundered into orbit for a
complex space station construction mission.

Five years ago: During a debate with Democratic rival Joe Donnelly, Indiana
Republican Senate candidate Richard Mourdock said that when a woman becomes
pregnant during rape, "it is something that God intended to happen." (Other
Republican candidates moved to distance themselves from Mourdock, who went on
to lose the November election to Donnelly.)

One year ago: A tour bus returning home to Los Angeles from a casino trip plowed
into the back of a slow-moving semi-truck on a California highway, killing 13 people.
Bill Murray received the Mark Twain Prize for American Humor at the Kennedy
Center in Washington, D.C. Former student radical turned California lawmaker Tom
Hayden, 76, died in Santa Monica, California.

Today's Birthdays: Movie director Philip Kaufman is 81. Soccer great Pele (pay-lay)
is 77. Rhythm-and-blues singer Barbara Ann Hawkins (The Dixie Cups) is 74. ABC
News investigative reporter Brian Ross is 69. Actor Michael Rupert is 66. Movie
director Ang Lee is 63. Jazz singer Dianne Reeves is 61. Country singer Dwight
Yoakam is 61. Community activist Martin Luther King III is 60. Movie director Sam
Raimi is 58. Parodist "Weird Al" Yankovic is 58. Rock musician Robert Trujillo
(Metallica) is 53. Christian/jazz singer David Thomas (Take 6) is 51. Rock musician
Brian Nevin (Big Head Todd and the Monsters) is 51. Country singer-musician
Junior Bryant is 49. Actor Jon Huertas is 48. Movie director Chris Weitz is 48. CNN
medical reporter Dr. Sanjay Gupta is 48. Bluegrass musician Eric Gibson (The
Gibson Brothers) is 47. Country singer Jimmy Wayne is 45. Actress Vivian Bang is
44. Rock musician Eric Bass (Shinedown) is 43. TV personality and host Cat
Deeley is 41. Actor Ryan Reynolds is 41. Rock singer Matthew Shultz (Cage the
Elephant) is 34. Rhythm-and-blues singer Miguel is 32. Actress Masiela Lusha
(MAH'-see-ella loo-SHA') is 32. Actress Emilia Clarke is 31. Actress Briana Evigan
is 31. Actress Jessica Stroup is 31. Neo-soul musician Allen Branstetter (St. Paul &
the Broken Bones) is 27. Actress Taylor Spreitler is 24. Actress Amandla Stenberg
is 19.

Thought for Today: "You can fool too many of the people too much of the
time." - James Thurber, American humorist (1894-1961).

Got a story or photos to share?
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Got a story to share? A favorite memory of your AP days?
Don't keep them to yourself. Share with your colleagues by
sending to Ye Olde Connec ng Editor. And don't forget to
include photos!
Here are some suggestions:
- Second chapters - You finished a great career. Now
tell us about your second (and third and fourth?)
chapters of life.
- Spousal support - How your spouse helped in
supporting your work during your AP career.
- My most unusual story - tell us about an unusual,
off the wall story that you covered.
- "A silly mistake that you make"- a chance to 'fess up with a memorable mistake
in your journalistic career.
- Multigenerational AP families - profiles of families whose service spanned two
or more generations.
- Volunteering - benefit your colleagues by sharing volunteer stories - with ideas
on such work they can do themselves.
- First job - How did you get your first job in journalism?
- Connecting "selfies" - a word and photo self-profile of you and your career, and
what you are doing today. Both for new members and those who have been with us
a while.
- Most unusual place a story assignment took you.

Paul Stevens
Editor, Connec ng newsle er
paulstevens46@gmail.com
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