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Colleagues,

 

Good Monday morning!

 

Connecting brings you the sad news of the death of Carolyn Skorneck, an
accomplished newswoman in the AP's Los Angeles and Washington bureaus. She
died last Tuesday at the age of 64.
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"A talented editor and a good soul," Connecting
colleague Will Lester wrote to say, "Her
coworkers describe her this week as a 'tenacious'
and 'fearless' copy editor, who always improved
stories and always had a sunny outlook and
welcoming personality in the bureau. She also
was a talented reporter in her breaks from
improving others' stories."

 

Carolyn took great pride in working for The
Associated Press. Her brother, Jeffrey
Skorneck, wrote, "I wanted to express my thanks
to the AP for the professional opportunities it provided Carolyn since her joining the
organization, and especially for its support since her leaving active service in 2009.
Carolyn was a journalist to the core and she took great pride both in her
contributions to a free press and in being part of the AP family.

If you have a favorite memory of Carolyn to share, please send it along.

 

Today's issue brings you more Christmas card stories - and if you'd like to share
yours, please do so early in the week. Connecting will take a Christmas break
beginning this Friday and continuing through much of the following week.

 

Here's to a great week!

 

Paul

 

 

Carolyn Skorneck, newswoman in AP's
Los Angeles and Washington bureaus,
dies at 64
 

Carolyn Skorneck, a newswoman in the AP's Los Angeles and Washington bureaus,
died on December 12 at the age of 64.

 

Her brother Jeffrey Skorneck (Email) said her death was "quite sudden, as she
seemed physically healthy, but she apparently suffered a seizure. I am glad that,

mailto:ajskorneck@live.com
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despite the challenges of Alzheimer's Disease, Carolyn was mobile and in good
spirits up to the end."

 

There are no immediate plans for a service or
memorial.

 

Here are details of Carolyn's career as relayed
by her brother.

 

Carolyn was born in Hartford, Connecticut, and
lived in Connecticut until the age of five, when
the family moved to Los Angeles. She edited
her high school newspaper - a foreshadowing,
perhaps -- and attended both UCLA and
Cornell University. She received her master's
degree in journalism from Columbia University
in about 1975. During her studies, she had
internships at the Carnegie Endowment for
International Peace in DC, at the Pentagon and
at the Philadelphia Enquirer.

 

Her first full time job was at the Courier News in Plainfield, New Jersey, and she also
worked at the Bergen Record.

 

Carolyn found her first opportunity at the AP in Los Angeles - around 1980 - working
the graveyard shift. After a couple of years, she was moved by the AP to its
Washington bureau. At various times, her beats were Justice, Congress, and Crime.
She travelled with Hillary Clinton to Latin America at one point, and she covered the
1992 Republican convention in Houston and the 2000 Democratic convention in Los
Angeles.

 

Aside from a brief stint at the Congressional Quarterly (in the early 2000s), Carolyn
remained at the AP. While she enjoyed covering Congress at CQ, he said, she
realized she had a far greater affinity for the way news was handled at the AP and
was glad to return.

 

At various times, as a newswoman, she covered the Justice Department and was
also stationed at the Capitol for a time (notably on 9/11/01).

 

She served as an editor for much of her time at the AP, though her heart was really
in reporting.



12/21/2017 Gmail - Connecting - December 18. 2018

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ui=2&ik=ed6abb69ca&jsver=1QCYKmIiAi4.en.&view=pt&search=inbox&th=16069e94e84b0739&siml=16069e94e8… 4/24

 

Due to a diagnosis of Early Onset Alzheimer's Disease in 2009, she went on long-
term disability status. She returned to Los Angeles later that year to be close to
family, but she remained an inactive AP employee until her death.

 

More of your Christmas cards
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Nancy Nolan (Email) - I'm married to John Nolan, former AP Cincinnati
correspondent, who suggested you are looking for Christmas cards people have
made.

 

I attach mine, with no expectation that it satisfies what you are seeking. I have made
our cards for a number of years now. It's a labor of love - with help from Apple.

 

In 2016, we moved to Lebanon, OH, from the Cincinnati "bedroom" community of
Montgomery. One of the highlights of this smaller community is their annual
Christmas horse carriage parade. We got to see it this year, and it was lots of fun,
quite an eyeful for anyone who loves horses. They have a mix of Percherons,
Clydesdales, and also mini horses - so there is something for everyone!

 

My Christmas card front showcases, one of the many carriages that paraded that
afternoon (Dec. 2.) I also have shared the inside of the card, although John didn't
think you needed that.

 

Since I failed to bring my I phone with me, I sought out the photographer who was
hired by the Chamber of Commerce to capture the event, and he sent me (for a
modest fee, for which I have copyright access) a few photos of the event. They do
two parades, one in the afternoon and another in the evening, with lots of lights. We

mailto:nolanarts@gmail.com
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chose to attend the former, which gave us a great view of the horses. (copyright
acknowledgement might kick this out for you, but the photog is a local talent and the
copyright for the cover photo is @2017 LiveFire.com, if you decide to use this.)

 

All of the photos except for the front were taken by me on my iPhone.

 

My background: I have been in PR for 30 years, and have developed some graphic
design resources by necessity. I have no formal training in this (and it likely shows.)
But I do love working in the visual media when I can, and when it makes sense.

 

Most of the time I am writing or doing strategic planning for various non profits. I also
sing jazz. But that doesn't really fit here, except you might consider anyone who
sings jazz would have to have some sort of wacky desire to make their own
Christmas cards, just because.

 

And...
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Harry Cabluck (Email) - Since 1964, we've sent photo Christmas cards, including
various scenes of trees, night skylines and lighted buildings.

 

This year's edition was mailed Thursday.  It is a detail of a Red Agave with Christmas
ball. (See above photo.)

 

Past favorites include details of quilt blocks and complete wall hangings assembled
by Ellen, a darn fine quiltmaker. 

 

mailto:harry.cabluck@gmail.com
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During our 40-plus years with The AP, Ellen contributed a few times to the word and
photo report, served well at APME meetings in Pittsburgh and Columbus.  Possibly
best-known as den mother to a handful of stringers in Pittsburgh, Columbus, Dallas
and Austin.

 

Here's a selection of individual shots and a combo photo that might make it easier to
file.

 

-0-

 

Remembering Teletype printer Christmas art
 

Mike Harris (Email) - Since I am Jewish and my family does not celebrate
Christmas, it was my tradition to volunteer to work Christmas eve and Christmas
night in the various bureaus I worked in during my four decades with the AP. There
were some very quiet evenings spent in the bureaus in Chicago, Indianapolis,
Cleveland and NY Sports over the years. Most of the time, the phone didn't even
ring.

 

But one thing I always enjoyed during those quiet times was the Christmas art, sent
in the early days on the old AP printers and, later, on the computers. Using only
letters and symbols on the keyboard, people would design elaborate Christmas
trees, manger scenes, Santa Claus faces and more. Anticipation of seeing the next
creative design made the long, boring evenings move a little quicker.

mailto:hapauto@aol.com
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I never kept any of them, but I'll bet somebody out there did. (EDITOR'S NOTE - Yes
they did, as seen above, shared by Francesca Pitaro of AP Corporate Archives.)

 

Connecting mailbox
 

Soloing on Christmas Day when a big story
breaks
 

Karl Swanson (Email) - Christmas day, 1975. Low man on the totem pole of the
Concord, NH, bureau with six months on the payroll. Enjoying a quiet protective
service.

 

Lunchtime. A bitter day with temps around zero. Good time to start the car to make
sure it will fire up at shift change. Heck, while I'm out, might as well drive around the
block.

 

Suddenly, a fleet of Concord and state police cars roar by, sirens blaring and lights
blazing. I jump in line and follow to the state prison ... where I'm told a riot has
broken out. Minimal details and no phone (ahh 1975).

 

I speed back to the bureau in the middle of town, noticing on the way that a
roadblock is being set up and news editor Jon Kellogg's neighborhood is inside the
barriers. Minutes later we have an urgent on the wire, someone at the scene, and a
full complement of staff on the way in.

 

-0-

 

On Arthur Sulzberger Jr. and Rangaswamy
Satakopan
 
Myron Belkind (Email) - Change at the New York Times:

 

mailto:k1swanson@aol.com
mailto:myron.belkind@verizon.net
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The news of the impending change in publishers at The New York Times brings back
a memory of Arthur Sulzberger Jr., the current publisher, who was a correspondent
in the AP London bureau from 1976-78.

 

He often worked the evening shift and always enthusiastically did every assignment
he was given, and when he finished a story, he would always ask for more!

 

And to Joe McGowan (see Friday edition):

Where is your Christmas spirit? What an insult to our beloved colleague,
Rangaswamy Satakopan and his sweet wife. I am sure they did not come empty-
handed to your residence.

 

Enjoy your Christmas in America.

 

-0-

 

A Teletype prints out Trump tweets
 

Arlon Southall (Email) -  This is from retired Birmingham technician Devillah
Haynes.  Enjoy the memories as Devillah posted a short video of a M-15 teletype
printing out Trump tweets from several months ago.

 

Click here to view.

 

-0-

 

Carrots all around for these Texas deer
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Bill Schiffmann (Email) - Up to a dozen whitetails come by at least once a day,
peeking in our front window to let us know they've arrived. Carrots all around. Lago
Vista, TX, is adjacent to a large wildlife refuge, and we've had everything from
roadrunners to cougars wandering through. That's my wife, Eden, doling out the
veggies.

 

-0-

 
Remembrance wreaths placed at Arlington
Cemetery

mailto:bikerbill@hotmail.com
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Marine Corp SSGT Andrew Christman (left) and Ashley Robinson, of Chambersburg,
Pa., carry wreaths as they participate in Wreaths Across America, placing
remembrance wreaths on headstones at Arlington National Cemetery on Dec. 16. |
Cliff Owen/AP Photo

 

-0-

 

Times headline competition winner - Polygamy
app helps you find the perfect wife again and
again
 
Kevin Walsh (Email) - Thought your readers might be interested in The Times
(London) monthly headline competition. Click here for a link to the story, which
reads:

 

Welcome to the Times Headline Competition for December. Journalists from across
the newsroom have sent in their nominations for headline of the month and now it's
down to you, our discerning readers, to choose your favourite. For the chance to win
two Times+ tickets to a private viewing of Modigliani at Tate Modern you can also
have a go at writing your own.

 

mailto:walshportland@gmail.com
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We were thrilled, delighted, occasionally bemused, but always entertained with your
entries in last month's competition. Standouts included:

 

Gay tortoise slowly inches his way out of the closet by Crispin Fisher

 

More trouble and strife with polygamy app by Anne Smith

 

Shellfish trump scientists who thought it was all a load of bullocks by Michael Jones

 

The winner, however, was Crispin Fisher for:

 

Polygamy app helps you find the perfect wife again and again

 

We liked it because it was deceptively simple: clever and funny while making it
immediately clear what the story was about. It had a good rhythm to it, including
visually, and with a small tweak would make a nice shape on the print page:

 

Polygamy app helps you find

perfect wife again and again

 

Connecting profile - Steve Hindy
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Steve Hindy (Email) - I joined The AP in Newark, NJ, in December 1976, hired by
former Middle East correspondent and fiction writer Hal McClure.  Before that, I
worked at dailies in Geneva, NY; Passaic, NJ, and White Plains, NY.  Having just
divorced my high school girlfriend, Ellen Foote, I got it in my head that I wanted to
cover a war.  So I started studying Arabic and let it be known I wanted to go to
Beirut.  I moved to the Foreign Desk in 1978 and worked under Nate Polowetzky,
George Bria, Jim Watson and Harris Jackson.  What an education!  I arrived in Beirut
in February 1979 after Polowetzky explained that the #1 rule of my job was, "Don't
fuck up."  Otto Doelling was the Middle East COB, based in Cyprus.  I was News
Editor, based in Beirut.  AP's man in Beirut, George Krimsky was very happy to see
me, and moved his family back to New York. 

 

Within a few months, I was sent to Tehran to work with Tom Kent's team covering the
hostage crisis.  After being expelled from Iran, I covered the Iran-Iraq war with the
Iraqi Army.  In Beirut, the civil war on a slow boil-car bombs, hijackings, firefights.  I
was abducted by a militia group in south Lebanon in 1980.  They tortured and killed
two Irish peacekeepers who were with me. 

 

My ex-wife Ellen joined me in Beirut.  We had our first child, a son, Sam, and got
remarried.  It was crazy having a baby in Beirut, so AP moved me and my family to
Cairo.  Our daughter Lily was born in Cairo. I was sitting behind President Sadat
when he was assassinated Oct 6, 1981.  I flew back to Beirut often, for the Israeli
invasion in 1982, the massacres in the Palestinian refugee camps, Sabra and
Chatilla, the US Embassy bombing, the Marine bombing, hijackings.

 

mailto:shindy@brooklynbrewery.com
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In Cairo, I met US diplomats who had been posted in alcohol-free Saudi Arabia. 
They were avid homebrewers.  AP tapped me to go to Manila next.  Ellen said, "No
way.  I'll go to Rome or Paris, but Manila?  NO."  I returned to New York in 1984,
went to work for Newsday, started homebrewing and started Brooklyn Brewery in
1987.  With a great logo by (I LOVE NY creator) Milton Glaser, and of course, great
beer, Brooklyn became the biggest exporter of American craft beer. The brewery is
among the top 10 of more than 6,000 craft breweries in the United States.

 

Four years ago, I testified against the guy who abducted me and killed the Irishmen
in S Lebanon. He was deported from MI and is now on trial in Beirut. I wrote a long
piece for Vice that played a role in bringing him to justice. Click here for a link.

 

AP Exclusive: Digital police state
shackles Chinese minority

This Nov. 3 photo shows paramilitary policemen in an armored vehicle are on duty at the
airport in Hotan in western China's Xinjiang region. Authori�es are using deten�ons in
poli�cal indoctrina�on centers and data-driven surveillance to impose a digital police
state in the region of Xinjiang and its Uighurs, a 10-million strong, Turkic-speaking
Muslim minority Beijing fears could be influenced by extremism. (AP Photo/Ng Han
Guan)

By GERRY SHIH
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KORLA, China (AP) - Nobody knows what happened to the Uighur student after he
returned to China from Egypt and was taken away by police.

 

Not his village neighbors in China's far west, who haven't seen him in months. Not
his former classmates, who fear Chinese authorities beat him to death.

 

Not his mother, who lives in a two-story house at the far end of a country road, alone
behind walls bleached by the desert sun. She opened the door one afternoon for an
unexpected visit by Associated Press reporters, who showed her a picture of a
handsome young man posing in a park, one arm in the wind.

 

"Yes, that's him," she said as tears began streaming down her face. "This is the first
time I've heard anything of him in seven months. What happened?"

 

"Is he dead or alive?"

 

The student's friends think he joined the thousands - possibly tens of thousands - of
people, rights groups and academics estimate, who have been spirited without trial
into secretive detention camps for alleged political crimes that range from having
extremist thoughts to merely traveling or studying abroad. The mass
disappearances, beginning the past year, are part of a sweeping effort by Chinese
authorities to use detentions and data-driven surveillance to impose a digital police
state in the region of Xinjiang and over its Uighurs, a 10-million strong, Turkic-
speaking Muslim minority that China says has been influenced by Islamic extremism.

 

Read more here.

 

Connecting wishes Happy Birthday
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To

 Will Lester - wjlester@aol.com
 
 

Welcome to Connecting

  

Ken Berger - kenneth.berger.41@gmail.com
 

 

Stories of interest

Iowa justice blocks newspaper from reporting
court records

mailto:wjlester@aol.com
mailto:kenneth.berger.41@gmail.com
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By RYAN J. FOLEY

 

IOWA CITY, Iowa (AP) - An Iowa Supreme Court justice has taken the unusual step
of temporarily ordering the state's largest newspaper not to publish the contents of
court records legally obtained by one of its reporters.

 

Press freedom advocates protested the order against the Des Moines Register and
investigative reporter Clark Kauffman, and called on the full court Friday to
immediately lift the stay.

 

The Iowa Freedom of Information Council, which represents media organizations
and advocates for government transparency, called the action by Justice David
Wiggins "extraordinary and very troubling."

 

"We are hopeful the entire Supreme Court will quickly conclude that Justice Wiggins'
order goes too far and is an impermissible prior restraint on a free press," said
executive director Randy Evans.

 

Read more here.

 

-0-

 

The 10 best journalism movies  (Washington Post)

 

If, as Philip Graham famously said, news is the first rough draft of history, then
movies about news-gathering are an idealized gloss: At their best, they capture the
practice and professional culture of journalism with such authenticity and detail that
they become especially beloved among real-life reporters, editors and broadcasters.
It's too early to say whether "The Post," in which Washington Post publisher
Katharine Graham quotes her late husband's words after a momentous decision to
print the Pentagon Papers, will be embraced or spiked by demanding newsroom
natives. In the meantime, my fellow Post movie critics Michael O'Sullivan, Stephanie
Merry and I selected 10 movies we consider the best of the genre. After deciding on
our choices, we asked journalists to reflect on why they're beloved by even the most
skeptical ink-stained wretches. - Ann Hornaday, chief film critic of The Washington
Post

 

Read more here. Shared by Brian Horton.
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Emily Bradbury named next Kansas Press
executive director

Emily Bradbury, assistant director of the Kansas Press Association, has been named
executive director effective Aug. 1, 2018.

 

Bradbury will succeed current executive director
Doug Anstaett. He will continue after that date
as a contract consultant for the association.

 

Olaf Frandsen, current president of the KPA
Board of Directors and publisher of the Salina
Journal, said: "A unanimous vote by the board
of directors is clearly indicative of the trust and
confidence we have put in Emily and Doug.
This move positions the KPA for the future. And
with this action, the future of the KPA clearly is
in good hands."

 

Bradbury, 40, began work at KPA in 2002 as education director and as executive
director of Kids Voting Kansas.

 

Read more here.

 

Today in History - December 18, 2017
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By The Associated Press

 

Today is Monday, Dec. 18, the 352nd day of 2017. There are 13 days left in the year.

 

Today's Highlight in History:

 

On Dec. 18, 1892, Peter Ilyich Tchaikovsky's ballet "The Nutcracker" publicly
premiered in St. Petersburg, Russia; although now considered a classic, it received a
generally negative reception from critics.

 

On this date:

 

In 1787, New Jersey became the third state to ratify the U.S. Constitution.

 

In 1863, in a speech to the Prussian Parliament, Prime Minister Otto von Bismarck
declared, "Politics is not an exact science."

 

In 1865, the 13th Amendment to the Constitution, abolishing slavery, was declared in
effect by Secretary of State William H. Seward.

 

In 1912, fossil collector Charles Dawson reported to the Geological Society of
London his discovery of supposed early human remains at a gravel pit in Piltdown.
(More than four decades later, Piltdown Man was exposed as a hoax.)
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In 1916, during World War I, the 10-month Battle of Verdun ended with French troops
succeeding in repulsing a major German offensive.

 

In 1917, Congress passed the 18th Amendment to the U.S. Constitution prohibiting
"the manufacture, sale, or transportation of intoxicating liquors" and sent it to the
states for ratification.

 

In 1944, the U.S. Supreme Court upheld the government's wartime evacuation of
people of Japanese descent from the West Coast while at the same time ruling that
"concededly loyal" Americans of Japanese ancestry could not continue to be
detained.

 

In 1956, Japan was admitted to the United Nations. The panel game show "To Tell
the Truth" debuted on CBS-TV.

 

In 1969, Britain's House of Lords joined the House of Commons in making
permanent a 1965 ban on the death penalty for murder.

 

In 1972, the United States began heavy bombing of North Vietnamese targets during
the Vietnam War. (The bombardment ended 11 days later.)

 

In 1980, former Soviet Premier Alexei N. Kosygin died at age 76.

 

In 1992, Kim Young-sam was elected South Korea's first civilian president in three
decades.

 

Ten years ago: The White House said President George W. Bush had approved "a
significant reduction" in the U.S. nuclear weapons stockpile, cutting it to less than
one-quarter its size at the end of the Cold War. The U.N. Security Council voted
unanimously to extend the U.S.-led multinational force in Iraq for one year. Jacob
Zuma was elected leader of the African National Congress, South Africa's ruling
party, defeating incumbent Thabo Mbeki (TAH'-boh um-BEH'-kee).

 

Five years ago: Classes resumed in Newtown, Connecticut, except at Sandy Hook
Elementary School, the scene of a massacre four days earlier. Two bank robbers
pulled off a daring escape from downtown Chicago's high-rise jail by scaling down 17
stories using a makeshift rope. (Kenneth Conley and Jose Banks were later
recaptured.) Texas A&M quarterback Johnny Manziel became the first freshman to
be voted The Associated Press Player of the Year in college football.
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One year ago: A suicide bomber blew himself up outside a military camp in the
southern Yemeni city of Aden, killing at least 52 soldiers; the Islamic State group's
Yemen-based affiliate claimed responsibility. Actress Zsa Zsa Gabor died at her Los
Angeles home at age 99.

 

Today's Birthdays: Actress Cicely Tyson is 93. Former U.S. Attorney General
Ramsey Clark is 90. Actor Roger Mosley is 79. Rock singer-musician Keith Richards
is 74. Writer-director Alan Rudolph is 74. Movie producer-director Steven Spielberg
is 71. Blues artist Ron Piazza is 70. Movie director Gillian Armstrong is 67. Movie
reviewer Leonard Maltin is 67. Rock musician Elliot Easton is 64. Actor Ray Liotta is
62. Comedian Ron White is 61. R&B singer Angie Stone is 56. Actor Brad Pitt is 54.
Professional wrestler-turned-actor "Stone Cold" Steve Austin is 53. Actor Shawn
Christian is 52. Actress Rachel Griffiths is 49. Singer Alejandro Sanz is 49. Actor
Casper Van Dien is 49. Country/rap singer Cowboy Troy is 47. Rapper DMX is 47.
International Tennis Hall of Famer Arantxa Sanchez Vicario is 46. DJ Lethal (Limp
Bizkit) is 45. Pop singer Sia is 42. Country singer Randy Houser is 41. Actor Josh
Dallas is 39. Actress Katie Holmes is 39. Actor Ravi Patel is 39. Singer Christina
Aguilera is 37. Christian rock musician Dave Luetkenhoelter (Kutless) is 35. Actress
Ashley Benson is 28. Actress-singer Bridgit Mendler is 25. Actress Isabella Cramp is
13.

 

Thought for Today: "Being jealous of a beautiful woman is not going to make
you more beautiful." - Zsa Zsa Gabor (1917-2016).

Got a story or photos to share?
 

   
Got a story to share? A favorite memory of your AP
days? Don't keep them to yourself. Share with your
colleagues by sending to Ye Olde Connec�ng Editor.
And don't forget to include photos!

Here are some suggestions:

- Second chapters - You finished a great career.
Now tell us about your second (and third and
fourth?) chapters of life.
 
- Spousal support - How your spouse helped in
supporting your work during your AP career. 

- My most unusual story - tell us about an
unusual, off the wall story that you covered.
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- "A silly mistake that you make"- a chance to 'fess up with a memorable mistake
in your journalistic career.

- Multigenerational AP families - profiles of families whose service spanned two or
more generations.

- Volunteering - benefit your colleagues by sharing volunteer stories - with ideas on
such work they can do themselves.

- First job - How did you get your first job in journalism?

- Connecting "selfies" - a word and photo self-profile of you and your career, and
what you are doing today. Both for new members and those who have been with us
a while.

- Most unusual place a story assignment took you.

Paul Stevens
Editor, Connec�ng newsle�er
paulstevens46@gmail.com
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