
4/3/22, 10:40 AM Connecting, March 28, 2022

https://myemail.constantcontact.com/Connecting--March-28--2022.html?soid=1116239949582&aid=yeIfPQine9o 1/15

  SHARE:  

Join Our Email List

View as Webpage

Connec�ng
March 28, 2022

Click here for sound of the Teletype

Top AP News  
Top AP Photos
AP Merchandise

Connec�ng Archive
AP Emergency Relief Fund
AP Books

Colleagues,
 
Good Monday morning on this March 28, 2022,
 
We lead today’s Connec�ng with a story on last Thursday’s memorial service for
Walter R. Mears in Chapel Hill, N.C.

It was wri�en by our colleague Harry Dunphy, who
re�red from AP in 2016 a�er two decades in the
Washington bureau, preceded by earlier
assignments as AP bureau chief in Cairo, Moscow
and Paris in a 50-year AP career.
 
“My sister and I were touched by the many AP
reporters who a�ended our father’s service,” said
Mears’ daughter Susan Mears, who arranged the
memorial with her sister Stephanie S�ch. “Their
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stories and condolences help balance our grief
with joy for the life our father lived.”
 
A celebra�on of Mears’ life, legacy and career will
be held July 22 at the Na�onal Press Club in
Washington. The Pulitzer-Prize winning AP poli�cal
journalist died March 3.
 
Our condolences go out to colleague Hank
Lowenkron on the death of his wife on Saturday.
Services are scheduled Tuesday at Aaron Nelson
Funeral Home. 11411 N. Michigan Road, in
Zionsville, a suburb of Indianapolis. Click here for
her obituary.
 
Have a great week ahead – be safe, stay healthy!
 
Paul
 
 

‘I wish there were a thousand Walter
Mears’
 
By Harry Dunphy
 
CHAPEL HILL, N.C. - The life and career of AP’s Walter Mears were commemorated in a
“Service of Death and Resurrec�on” Thursday at the Cedar Hill re�rement community.

Among those taking part were Walter’s
daughters, Stephanie S�ch and Susan Mears,
as well as friends of Walter from the
community and the United Methodist Church
that Walter and his late wife, Fran, a�ended.
 
The presider was the church’s pastor, Rev.
Steven W. McElroy, a close friend and
counselor of Walter’s, clad in a long black
robe and embroidered stole.
 
The service included readings from scripture,
among them Psalm 23 that begins “The Lord
is my shepherd, I shall not want, “ and the
Lord’s Prayer.
 
Also in the program were the words of one of
Walter’s favorite songs, “You’ll Never Walk
Alone,” from Rodgers and Hammerstein’s “Carousel.” A�er a pianist played the tune,
McElroy recited the words.
 

mailto:hlofnyc@yahoo.com
https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/name/ann-lowenkron-obituary?id=33883670
mailto:harrydunphy1@gmail.com
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In his homily, McElroy touched on all the highlights of Walter’s career as a Pulitzer-
Prize winning reporter, ci�ng Timothy Crouse’s “The Boys on the Bus” and a
colleague asking Walter what the lead of a story should be.
 
“I didn’t’ know Walter was famous, “McElroy said. “But today Walter is the lead.”
 
He recalled how he came to know Walter and Fran as among his congrega�on on
Sunday mornings, “fi�h row, right side, always early, wearing a red �e,”
 
McElroy also observed what a loving couple Fran and Walter were, always engaged in
animated conversa�on and seeming to delight in each other’s company.
 
McElroy said he o�en asked Walter what to pray for and Walter always replied, “Pray
for peace.”
 
Only later in their friendship, McElroy said, did he come to realize that Walter also
meant his personal peace. McElroy said Walter never got over the death of his first
wife and two small children in a household fire that he survived.
 
Lamen�ng the prevalence of so much conjecture and opinion in today’s news
repor�ng, McElroy said, “I wish there were a thousand Walter Mears,” presen�ng as
he did just the facts.
 

Connec�ng mailbox
 

Economics of journalism
 
Paul Albright - I never understood the business side of journalism; so, I may be
speaking out of ignorance. Nevertheless, I agree with John Willis when he notes it is a
“heck of way to run a railroad” when he is able to have a two-year subscrip�on to the
Ganne�-owned Columbus Dispatch discounted from $143+ to $22 (Connec�ng,
March 25).
 
I had a similar experience with the Wall Street Journal in 2021. I was paying
approximately $50 per month for the print edi�on delivered (erra�cally) to my
driveway. Then our teen-age granddaughter came by at cookie �me offering a 12-
month subscrip�on to the WSJ print edi�on for $234. That’s a 39 percent saving for
me with some por�on of that going to Girl Scouts. Go figure!
 
-0-
 

Another take on lede vs. lead
 
Ford Burkhart - Is "Lede" Part of Our Occupa�onal "Folklore"?
 
A faculty expert in folklore at the U. of Arizona may have a helpful no�on for the
"lede" vs. "lead" debate. The spelling "lead" is clearly func�onal and correct. No

mailto:albrightsp@gmail.com
mailto:burkhartf@gmail.com
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argument. But the term "lede" may be part of our "occupa�onal folklore," along with
"heds," "slots” and other elements that evoke much more than just "correct" spelling.
 
Here's some evidence. A piece on "Ledes" by Marc Lacey shows the richness of lede-
cra�. Check it out.
 
-0-
 

On the set of Blue Bloods

Our colleague John Paul Filo – at le� in the top photo - shoo�ng on the set of CBS’
Blue Bloods where he is the long-running program’s photographer. Photo by director

https://www.nytimes.com/2019/01/15/reader-center/newspaper-article-ledes.html?searchResultPosition=1=
mailto:jppf70@gmail.com
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Ralph Hemecker. In the second photo, the object of his lens, covering over the
shoulder of the Commissioner played by Tom Selleck of his top aides played by Greg
Jbara, Abigail Hawk and Robert Clohessy for Blue Bloods Episode 1218 "LONG LOST".
 

 Best of the Week
AP’s all-formats team delivers unmatched
coverage of refugees fleeing Ukraine

AP Photo/Visar Kryeziu
 
With hundreds of hours of live coverage, gripping portraits of people fleeing and
broader takes on the impact of the migra�on wave, AP’s mul�format team covering
people displaced by Russia’s invasion of Ukraine has provided unrivaled coverage of
Europe’s biggest refugee crisis since World War II.
 
AP journalists posted at Ukraine’s borders with Poland, Romania, Slovakia, Hungary
and Moldova, and within Ukraine itself, have put a human face to the mass movement
of refugees, mostly women and children who have le� their homes trauma�zed and
exhausted, some�mes a�er being trapped for days or weeks in their basements to
escape bombardment.
 
With regional news director Amer Cohadzic supervising the opera�on across formats,
Rome-based senior producer Maria Grazia Murru coordina�ng video coverage and
Czech Republic video journalist Adam Pemble organizing logis�cs, the teams
cooperated seamlessly across borders and formats to spot trends in the flow of
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refugees, helping each other broaden their with observa�ons and interviews from
mul�ple loca�ons.
 
Read more here.

Stories of interest
 

Dirck Halstead, Photojournalist Who Captured
History, Dies at 85 (New York Times)

The photojournalist Dirck Halstead, le�, with the United Press Interna�onal reporter
Leon Daniel on the ba�lefield in South Vietnam in 1972. “Dirck was cool under fire,”
said his fellow photographer David Hume Kennerly, who took this shot. Credit...David
Hume Kennerly
 
By Neil Genzlinger
 

https://leads.ap.org/best-of-the-week/plight-of-refugees-fleeing-ukraine
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Dirck Halstead, who photographed world-shaking events for half a century for United
Press Interna�onal, Time magazine and other news outlets, some�mes under
harrowing condi�ons, died on Friday in Boquete, Panama. He was 85.
 
David Hume Kennerly, his friend and a fellow photographer, said the cause was a
cerebral hemorrhage.
 
Mr. Halstead took pictures of presidents, including Richard M. Nixon during his
landmark trip to China in 1972; and Bill Clinton, whom he captured in a par�cularly
well-known image with Monica Lewinsky in 1996. He photographed domes�c
protests. And he documented the war in Vietnam, where he opened U.P.I.’s first
picture bureau in Saigon in 1965 as American involvement in the conflict was
deepening.
 
When the first American combat troops arrived in Vietnam that year — Marines
coming ashore in Da Nang — he photographed the moment. Eleven years later, he
captured images of the fall of Saigon, coverage that won him the Robert Capa Gold
Medal from the Overseas Press Club.
 
Read more here. Shared by George Widman.
 
-0-
 

Black News Channel shuts down days a�er ra�ngs
high (AP)
 
BY DAVID BAUDER
 
NEW YORK - The Black News Channel has pulled the plug a�er the 2-year-old venture
failed to meet payroll and lost the backing of its biggest investor.
 
Princell Hair, the company's president and CEO, told employees Friday in a memo that
the news network was ceasing live produc�on and would file for bankruptcy. BNC was
available in some 50 million homes with cable and satellite but had failed to a�ract
many viewers.
 
The network, founded in 2020 by former GOP congressman J.C. Wa�s, hired more
than 250 Black journalists and produc�on personnel last year in a relaunch following
an investment by Jacksonville Jaguars owner Shahid Khan.
 
Read more here.
 
-0-
 

Chris Wallace Says Life at Fox News Became
‘Unsustainable’ (New York Times)

 
By Michael M. Grynbaum

https://www.nytimes.com/2022/03/25/business/media/dirck-halstead-dead.html?fbclid=IwAR1JyzpCpO1E91N1x-UYe-MJD19UiWj0D_I4HHmEnZ6CuBVNs-tbuQOke3k
https://www.miamiherald.com/entertainment/celebrities/article259786840.html#storylink=cpy
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“I just no longer felt comfortable with the programming at Fox.”
 
Chris Wallace u�ered those words ma�er-of-factly, in between bites of a Sweetgreen
salad at his new desk inside the Washington bureau of CNN, the network he joined in
January a�er nearly two decades at Fox News.
 
For those on the le� who admired him, and those on the right who doubted him, it’s a
statement that was a long �me coming.
 
A down-the-middle outlier at Fox News who o�en confounded conserva�ves by
contradic�ng the network’s right-wing stars, Mr. Wallace was also one of the channel’s
fiercest defenders, disappoin�ng liberals who hoped he might denounce colleagues
like Sean Hannity and Tucker Carlson.
 
Read more here. Shared by Dennis Conrad.
 
-0-
 

‘The Dots Were All There. We Just Couldn’t Connect
Them.’ (Poli�co Magazine)
 
By MICHELE A. BERDY
 
The day before Russia launched its war against Ukraine, I was in the seaside city of
Sochi in southern Russia, not far from the Ukrainian border, a�ending an arts fes�val
and enjoying a break from the dark and snowy Moscow winter among palm trees and
verdant hillsides.
 
Sochi is on the Black Sea, as is Ukraine. My colleagues and I had been talking for
months about aerial photographs that showed a build-up of troops near Russia’s
borders with Ukraine, apparently threatening a new invasion. Was it prepara�on or
in�mida�on? Nothing seemed to be happening, even as the U.S. started warning of
an imminent a�ack.
 
I work at The Moscow Times, an independent newspaper founded in 1992 a�er the
dissolu�on of the Soviet Union that publishes online in both English and Russian. As
the paper’s arts editor, I was planning to a�end the Sochi Winter Interna�onal Arts
Fes�val beginning on February 16. A few days before I was to leave, I asked my editor
if I should go — would it be safe for me to be on the Black Sea coast if war broke out?
 
“You’ll be in a group,” she said, “and I don’t think it will start.” I said, “I don’t either,
but the thing is — I didn’t think Russia would annex Crimea in 2014.” She said, “I
didn’t think they’d invade Georgia in 2008.”
 
I recognize now that the dots were all there. We just couldn’t connect them. We
couldn’t imagine a full-scale invasion because a full-scale invasion was unimaginable.
 
Read more here. Shared by Dennis Conrad.

https://www.nytimes.com/2022/03/27/business/media/chris-wallace-cnn-fox-news.html?smid=fb-nytimes&smtyp=cur&fbclid=IwAR0Lj0U0HL1j7AtU8GwQff1bP-ihqApIBzmzhoCw2vVIN8KwlJ7RQXhzf0I
https://www.politico.com/news/magazine/2022/03/27/fled-moscow-american-journalist-putin-00020470?cid=apn


4/3/22, 10:40 AM Connecting, March 28, 2022

https://myemail.constantcontact.com/Connecting--March-28--2022.html?soid=1116239949582&aid=yeIfPQine9o 9/15

 
-0-
 

The Lawfare Podcast: Ge�ng Informa�on Into Russia
 
By Jen Patja Howell
 
 
Over the last few weeks, we’ve talked a lot about the war in Ukraine on this series—
how the Russian, Ukrainian and American governments are leveraging informa�on as
part of the conflict; how tech pla�orms are naviga�ng the flood of informa�on coming
out of Ukraine and the crackdown from the Kremlin; and how open-source
inves�gators are documen�ng the war.
 
This week on Arbiters of Truth, our series on the online informa�on environment,
we’re going to talk about ge�ng informa�on into Russia during a period of rapidly
increasing repression by the Russian government. Evelyn Douek and Quinta Jurecic
spoke with Thomas Kent, a former president of the U.S. government-funded media
organiza�on Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty, who now teaches at Columbia
University. He recently wrote an essay published by the Center for European Policy
Analysis on “How to Reach Russian Ears,” sugges�ng crea�ve ways that reporters, civil
society and even the U.S. government might approach communica�ng the truth about
the war in Ukraine to Russians. This was a though�ul and nuanced conversa�on about
a tricky topic—whether, and how, democracies should think about leveraging
informa�on as a tool against repressive governments, and how to dis�nguish
journalism from such strategic efforts.
 
Read more here.
 
-0-
 

Six journalists named winners of Yankee Quill Award
(AP)
 
Associated Press
 
Five modern-day journalists and one historic figure in the field have been named the
recipients of this year’s Yankee Quill Awards, New England’s highest journalis�c honor.
 
The awards will be presented during the annual New England Newspaper and Press
Associa�on conven�on in Boston on April 29, according to the Academy of New
England Journalists, which sponsors the awards.
 
The inductees were selected in 2021, but the ceremony was postponed because of
the pandemic.
 
This year’s honorees are Paul Bass, Tom Condon, Melvin B. Miller, Marianne Stanton,
Terrence L. Williams, and William Monroe Tro�er.
 

https://www.lawfareblog.com/lawfare-podcast-getting-information-russia
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Read more here. Shared by Adolphe Bernotas.
 

The Final Word
 

Times’ farewell to Dirck Halstead

https://apnews.com/article/boston-journalists-connecticut-new-haven-newspapers-7d7381c952b31de08f02dc3369bb2787


4/3/22, 10:40 AM Connecting, March 28, 2022

https://myemail.constantcontact.com/Connecting--March-28--2022.html?soid=1116239949582&aid=yeIfPQine9o 11/15



4/3/22, 10:40 AM Connecting, March 28, 2022

https://myemail.constantcontact.com/Connecting--March-28--2022.html?soid=1116239949582&aid=yeIfPQine9o 12/15

Shared by David Hume Kennerly

Today in History - March 28, 2022

By The Associated Press

Today is Monday, March 28, the 87th day of 2022. There are 278 days le� in the year.
 
Today’s Highlight in History:
 
On March 28, 1979, America’s worst commercial nuclear accident occurred with a
par�al meltdown inside the Unit 2 reactor at the Three Mile Island plant near
Middletown, Pennsylvania.
 
On this date:
 
In 1797, Nathaniel Briggs of New Hampshire received a patent for a washing machine.
 
In 1854, during the Crimean War, Britain and France declared war on Russia.
 
In 1898, the U.S. Supreme Court, in United States v. Wong Kim Ark, ruled 6-2 that
Wong, who was born in the United States to Chinese immigrants, was an American
ci�zen.
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In 1935, the notorious Nazi propaganda film “Triumph des Willens” (Triumph of the
Will), directed by Leni Riefenstahl, premiered in Berlin with Adolf Hitler present.
 
In 1939, the Spanish Civil War neared its end as Madrid fell to the forces of Francisco
Franco.
 
In 1941, novelist and cri�c Virginia Woolf, 59, drowned herself near her home in
Lewes, East Sussex, England.
 
In 1942, during World War II, Bri�sh naval forces staged a successful raid on the Nazi-
occupied French port of St. Nazaire in Opera�on Chariot, destroying the only dry dock
on the Atlan�c coast capable of repairing the German ba�leship Tirpitz.
 
In 1969, the 34th president of the United States, Dwight D. Eisenhower, died in
Washington, D.C., at age 78.
 
In 1977, “Rocky” won best picture at the 49th Academy Awards; Peter Finch was
honored posthumously as best actor for “Network” while his co-star, Faye Dunaway,
was recognized as best actress.
 
In 1987, Maria von Trapp, whose life story inspired the Rodgers and Hammerstein
musical “The Sound of Music,” died in Morrisville, Vermont, at age 82.
 
In 1999, NATO broadened its a�acks on Yugoslavia to target Serb military forces in
Kosovo in the fi�h straight night of airstrikes; thousands of refugees flooded into
Albania and Macedonia from Kosovo.
 
In 2000, in a unanimous ruling, the Supreme Court, in Florida v. J.L., sharply curtailed
police power in relying on anonymous �ps to stop and search people.
 
Ten years ago: The U.S. Supreme Court wrapped up three days of public arguments on
President Barack Obama’s historic health care law. (In June 2012, the court would
uphold almost all of the law, including the mandate that virtually all Americans have
health insurance or pay a penalty.) On the last day of his visit, Pope Benedict XVI
demanded more freedom for the Roman Catholic Church in communist-run Cuba and
preached against “fana�cism” in an unusually poli�cal sermon before hundreds of
thousands at Revolu�on Plaza. Bluegrass legend and banjo pioneer Earl Scruggs, 88,
died in Nashville, Tennessee.
 
Five years ago: President Donald Trump proposed immediate budget cuts of $18
billion from programs like medical research, infrastructure and community grants so
that U.S. taxpayers, not Mexico, could cover the down payment on the border wall.
Wells Fargo said it would pay $110 million to se�le a class-ac�on lawsuit over up to 2
million accounts its employees opened for customers without ge�ng their
permission.
 
One year ago: Local media in Myanmar reported that security forces opened fire on a
crowd a�ending the funeral of a student who was killed along with more than 100
others a day earlier in a crackdown on protests against the February coup there. Four
bodies were found in Tennessee in the a�ermath of flooding caused by heavy rains.
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Two addi�onal tugboats were deployed to Egypt’s Suez Canal to help free a giant
container ship that had been wedged for days across the crucial waterway.
 
Today’s Birthdays: Author Mario Vargas Llosa is 86. Country musician Charlie McCoy is
81. Movie director Mike Newell is 80. Philippines President Rodrigo Duterte is 77.
Actor Dianne Wiest (weest) is 76. Country singer Reba McEn�re is 67. Olympic gold
medal gymnast Bart Conner is 64. Actor Alexandra Billings (TV: “Transparent”) is 60.
Rapper Salt (Salt-N-Pepa) is 56. Actor Tracey Needham is 55. Actor Max Perlich is 54.
Movie director Bre� Ratner is 53. Country singer Rodney Atkins is 53. Actor Vince
Vaughn is 52. Rapper Mr. Cheeks (Lost Boyz) is 51. Singer-songwriter Ma� Nathanson
is 49. Rock musician Dave Keuning is 46. Actor Annie Wersching is 45. Actor Julia S�les
is 41. Singer Lady Gaga is 36. Electronic musician Clayton Knight (Odesza) is 34.

Got a story or photos to share?
Connec�ng is a daily newsle�er published
Monday through Friday that focuses on re�red
and former Associated Press employees,
present-day employees, and news industry and
journalism school colleagues. It began in 2013
and past issues can be found by clicking
Connec�ng Archive in the masthead. Its author,
Paul Stevens, re�red from the AP in 2009 a�er
a 36-year career as a newsman in Albany and
St. Louis, correspondent in Wichita, chief of
bureau in Albuquerque, Indianapolis and
Kansas City, and Midwest vice president based
in Kansas City.

Got a story to share? A favorite memory of
your AP days? Don't keep them to yourself.
Share with your colleagues by sending to Ye
Olde Connec�ng Editor. And don't forget to include photos!

Here are some sugges�ons:

- Connec�ng "selfies" - a word and photo self-profile of you and your career, and what
you are doing today. Both for new members and those who have been with us a
while.

- Second chapters - You finished a great career. Now tell us about your second (and
third and fourth?) chapters of life.
 
- Spousal support - How your spouse helped in suppor�ng your work during your AP
career. 

- My most unusual story - tell us about an unusual, off the wall story that you covered.

- "A silly mistake that you make"- a chance to 'fess up with a memorable mistake in
your journalis�c career.
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- Mul�genera�onal AP families - profiles of families whose service spanned two or
more genera�ons.

- Volunteering - benefit your colleagues by sharing volunteer stories - with ideas on
such work they can do themselves.

- First job - How did you get your first job in journalism?

- Most unusual place a story assignment took you.

Paul Stevens
Editor, Connec�ng newsle�er
paulstevens46@gmail.com


