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A scene from the U.S. Capitol on Jan. 6, 2021, as Trump supporters try to break
through a police barrier. (AP Photo/John Minchillo)

Colleagues,
 
Good Wednesday morning on this March 8, 2023,
 
AP photographer John Minchillo might have a thing or two to say about Fox News’
Tucker Carlson a�empts to explain away the deadly Capitol a�ack.

Notes our colleague Dan Sewell – “Tucker
Carlson’s a�empted whitewash of the Jan. 6
insurrec�on is offensive to the police and
survivors of those assaulted by the mob, and
AP people should also be offended because
one of our own was a�acked and imperiled
while just doing his job (see harrowing
footage in this link, captured by his colleague,
AP photographer Julio Cortez.)
 
“John Minchillo, I can say from his few years
with AP in Cincinna�, is one of the best and
bravest photographers around. See John
Minchillo.com for examples. As Anderson
Cooper, who I did see in dangerous places such as Hai� and New Orleans post-Katrina,
said Tuesday night, Carlson would be ‘we�ng his pants’ if caught in the Jan. 6 mob.”

Cooper, CNN's anchor, said: “The idea of Tucker Carlson being in that mob that day
and not we�ng his pants is hard to imagine. I find it hard to understand somebody

mailto:dsewellrojos@gmail.com
https://www.boston.com/news/media/2021/01/08/ap-photographer-attacked-pro-trump-mob-capitol-video/
https://www.johnminchillo.com/
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who has never put himself in harm’s way in any capacity for anyone else or on
repor�ng a story, and yet has the audacity to try to rewrite history.”
 
Does the AP serve members or customers, or both? That ques�on posed in Tuesday’s
Connec�ng brought responses from both those who were member/customers and
who worked for AP. Got your own thoughts on the subject? Please share.
 
Have a great day – be safe, stay healthy!
 
Paul

 

Member or customer?
 
Dave Butler - In response to Paul Albright’s le�er about “customers”, I don’t think The
AP has had “members” for a long �me. As a former “member” editor, I watched with
despair as both the AP and the “members” whi�led away at the rela�onship.
 
The news coopera�ve was designed to share informa�on, under New York law. AP
stopped ge�ng or welcoming contribu�ons as many “members” started sharing or
selling their content to others outside of their organiza�ons. (Ah, supplemental wires.
Reuters cheap rates, Ge�y photos.)
 
The growth of digital complicated the rela�onship. And there was the issue of fairness
on rates — and organiza�ons threatening to leave because they were desperate for
savings. “Membership” meant nothing.
 
I recall when the AP board significantly changed the by-laws and delegated much of its
oversight, including contract financial terms, to AP management. I don’t recall hearing
any reac�on. Annual mee�ngs lacked a�endance and were moved to the New York
offices. And AP stopped providing financials as part of the annual report it distributed.
 
The elimina�on of bureau chiefs severed the closest �es AP had to individual
“members”.
 
So yes, the news organiza�ons became less important customers as the commercial
business grew. And many younger editors had no experience with or knowledge of
what it had once meant to be a “member”. Likewise, as the genera�ons of AP
management changed, they naturally had a different a�tude, too.
 
Did the “members” give away their standing or did AP take it away? Both.
 
I suspect AP’s non-profit coopera�ve status could be hard to maintain in this changing
world. Not much sharing.
 
Should we lament the changes? Do I wish AP had been more candid with its
“members” about how it was changing? Sure…but…
 

mailto:editordbutler@gmail.com
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(EDITOR'S NOTE From Dave Butler: Dave Butler is the re�red VP for news for
MediaNews Group — under Singleton control — and is a former top editor of The
Providence Journal, San Jose Mercury News, L.A. Daily News, The Detroit News, and
the New Haven Register. He drove more than a few bureau chiefs crazy.)
 
-0-
 
Tom Fenton - Following up on your member vs customer discussion: When I le� AP
and then a�er seven years at Ganne�, I quickly signed up our startup business
journal, El Paso Inc., for the AP. Think it was the old IB wire but we also got stock
tables and some other things including photos. El Paso Inc. started out as a member
with vo�ng rights, board minutes etc. A year or two later I realized I was not ge�ng
board minutes and ballots. When I inquired, I was told that El Paso Inc. had been
(quietly) shi�ed to a customer basis. It didn’t change our rate and I had other things to
lose sleep over; so, I didn’t pursue it.

But I go�a tell you what troubles me today is the recent announcement that AP is
redoing the website and is planning to a�ract adver�sing. This chaps because while
the industry struggles for digital dimes while losing ad dollars, it puts AP into direct
compe��on with members (and customers). I understand the execu�ve drive to
expand the empire, but I am surprised the board is not forcing the public to access AP
content through member formats. Will members get a rate reduc�on as a result? Will
this be used to jus�fy holding current rates sta�c? Will staff get an increase? Re�rees?
Right.
 
Thanks for le�ng me vent.
 
-0-
 
Charlo�e Porter - I said it out loud to anyone who would listen: If AP starts trea�ng
members like customers, they will start trea�ng AP like a vendor instead of a partner.
And God help us. I leave it to others to debate how much this came to pass, if at all.
 
-0-
 
Dave Tomlin – Of course a purchaser who is part owner of the supplier and also helps
make the product is different from one who buys at arm’s length. But AP’s way of
thinking and talking about the differences o�en turned them into smug pie�es.
Membership implied a virtuous partnership between seller and buyer, whereas a
vendor and a customer were mere par�es in a rela�onship that was transac�onal,
self-serving and inherently dishonest.
For several years I was in charge of a group of middle-aged men AP hired to help us
sell newspaper produc�on equipment to our members. They sensed all of the above
right away and were alienated and offended by it. They were also baffled. In the
professional culture they came to us from, a good customer was just as cherished as
any AP member ever was.

 

mailto:tomfenton@elpasoinc.com
mailto:charlotte_porter@yahoo.com
mailto:dave.tomlin74@gmail.com
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New Trends and Culture team led by Ted
Anthony
 
Note to AP staff Tuesday from Michael Giarrusso, Deputy Head of Newsgathering,
Global Beats:
 
I’m wri�ng to tell you about an exci�ng new team within the News Department that
will broaden our report and make it much easier to jump on breaking news that
overlaps with culture, how we live and what people are talking about.
 
The global effort will be called “Trends and Culture” and it will be led by Ted Anthony,
who just wrapped up 10 months as interim Global Enterprise editor. The emphasis will
be on insigh�ul and unexpected stories that are directly off the news. As Ted says, it’s
about “making the news a bit more featurey and features a bit more newsy.”
 
Some examples of the kind of stories we are looking for:

·      Shoo�ng by 6-year-old raises complex cultural ques�ons
·      A theater of propaganda: The Capitol, cameras and selfies
·      2020: A year where the fist-bump became mainstream gree�ng
·      Hues and cries: The colors of protests around the world
·      The iPhone at 15, through pro photographers’ eyes
·      Infla�on hits NYC’s bodega favorite: Bacon, egg and cheese
·      How the ‘boneless wing’ became a tasty culinary lie
 
When done well, and o�en quickly – though there will be deeper dives too - these
conceptual stories gain trac�on on digital pla�orms and with tradi�onal customers.
 
In many ways, this is a con�nua�on of what has been happening informally across AP
for more than a decade. Ted and other leaders have been pushing our journalists to
develop “crossover stories” that might not fit in any par�cular bucket, but that touch
mul�ple areas of interest. Everyone in the global newsroom will have a role to play in
making this effort a success, though we do expect to open up a few posi�ons to work
on this team full-�me. More on that to come later this year.
 
These kinds of stories involve close collabora�on, so Ted will be joining the Global
Beats, which are already full of people doing this kind of journalism. He’ll also be
working closely with the Digital team, given that these kinds of stories will o�en be
centerpieces on APNews. 
 
The team’s success depends on using the scope and geographic footprint of the AP to
ensure these stories come from all corners and reflect the richness and diversity of
the news report. We expect it to be an exci�ng opportunity for AP voices that don’t
always get heard to take center stage.
 
Please reach out to Ted or me if you have any ques�ons.
 

mailto:mgiarrusso@ap.org
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapnews.com%2Farticle%2Fhealth-school-shootings-crime-teaching-080df45fb792de5c825b151315ba8a8c&data=05%7C01%7C%7Cf5eb6460520c4f60f0e808db1f1b860d%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638137975383985832%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=afYyv4anTGD0JlrXC9HyDfscu4SR66NnTPFXmTHSL38%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapnews.com%2Farticle%2Fus-capitol-siege-social-media-e65c4283c48c8b57509ec6522ec578f6&data=05%7C01%7C%7Cf5eb6460520c4f60f0e808db1f1b860d%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638137975383985832%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=e2sgCYG4Lz7NjtPjmH0Ema1KFt3mCzMZOygv1zP5b2s%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapnews.com%2Farticle%2Fjoe-biden-pandemics-mase-health-coronavirus-pandemic-50d84380a6e1c8801165d5b87141684d&data=05%7C01%7C%7Cf5eb6460520c4f60f0e808db1f1b860d%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638137975383985832%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=qX7GOJ13IMS4u5wfk3HLmlFXJT9f2ueqZJ%2BrH5XCjLw%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapnews.com%2Farticle%2Fnorth-america-us-news-ap-top-news-france-paris-86038ba71b5d44e28de2c195deeb8f74&data=05%7C01%7C%7Cf5eb6460520c4f60f0e808db1f1b860d%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638137975383985832%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=hbRkgwGdvfvn8iwPY4dU5mcxG2f4zJ%2BcoXzpaAMWbBo%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapnews.com%2Farticle%2Ftechnology-photography-iphone-anniversary-21c10d33c0c79165c6f3fb76f85b9f04&data=05%7C01%7C%7Cf5eb6460520c4f60f0e808db1f1b860d%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638137975383985832%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=uZXrObT4W1C%2FjuD7AUbJeMTpF97FVuPnNR%2FqS7%2F2V%2B4%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapnews.com%2Farticle%2Finflation-new-york-prices-bd26a709a13cbccce503b2e986301edb&data=05%7C01%7C%7Cf5eb6460520c4f60f0e808db1f1b860d%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638137975383985832%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=J%2BV%2FYYwnvux7xgRGgCmA0n9jrH718g9KxLPQCvztnII%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapnews.com%2Farticle%2Fsuper-bowl-boneless-wings-culinary-lie-7bae0f861af227f53318e5ddfcce771f&data=05%7C01%7C%7Cf5eb6460520c4f60f0e808db1f1b860d%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638137975384142064%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=jvbIdyyTg6jUGUFJUM9%2FL%2FnxlHocVcKaHliEkSGZZ%2BY%3D&reserved=0


3/19/23, 9:53 AM Connecting - March 08, 2023

https://myemail.constantcontact.com/Connecting---March-08--2023.html?soid=1116239949582&aid=Zf4UxKLx3Rs 6/14

Jerry Ceppos tribute

Peggy Walsh - LSU dedicated its annual report for the Manship School of
Communica�ons to Jerry Ceppos, former dean and long�me journalist, mentor and
advocate of democracy, diversity and ethics.
 
Jerry was a dear friend to many in the journalist community.
 
(Jerry, who was a Connec�ng colleague, died July 29, 2022, at 75.)

Connec�ng wishes Happy Birthday

Heidi Brown
 

mailto:walshnyt@gmail.com
mailto:hbrown@ap.org
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Hoyt Harwell

Stories of interest
 

Funding news: How Gen Z and Millennials pay for or
donate to news
 
BY THE MEDIA INSIGHT PROJECT
 
As the economics of journalism con�nue to evolve, a defining ques�on about the
future is whether the news media can create content that consumers are willing to
pay for or donate to directly.
 
Central to answering that ques�on is understanding the behavior of what many
publishers call the next genera�on of news audiences, those Americans that many
legacy news organiza�ons have found elusive: Millennials and Gen Z.
 
Funding news examines in detail who among these audiences pay for or donate to
news, how these payers or donors get news, and what topics or interests drive that
behavior. This report, based on a representa�ve sample of nearly 6,000 news
consumers 16 to 40 years old, is part of a series of studies of these audiences
conducted by the Media Insight Project, a collabora�on of The Associated Press-NORC
Center for Public Affairs Research and the American Press Ins�tute. The new findings
expand on paying or dona�ng behavior we touched on only briefly in two prior
releases, the first on major news a�tudes among Millennials and Gen Z and a second
on the topics these diverse genera�ons most o�en follow.
 
Overall, the analysis finds that 60% of people younger than 40 already pay for or
donate to news in some way. And people who pay for or donate to news comprised a
majority in every age category we evaluated — it is not only most older Millennials or
their younger Millennial counterparts who pay for or donate to news, but also Gen Z.
The older they are, however, the more likely they are to pay or donate.
 
In all, 51% of Gen Z (16- to 24-year-olds) pay for or donate to news, and that number
rises to 63% among younger Millennials (25- to 31-year-olds) and to 67% among older
Millennials (32- to 40-year-olds). The numbers suggest a real poten�al for sustainable
revenue — if news organiza�ons, whether legacy or start-up, can create content
Millennials and Gen Zers find valuable.
 
Read more here.
 
-0-
 

Tucker Carlson amplifies Jan. 6 lies with GOP-
provided video (AP)
 

mailto:hharwell6447@charter.net
https://www.americanpressinstitute.org/publications/reports/how-gen-z-and-millennials-pay-for-or-donate-to-news/?utm_source=Poynter+Institute&utm_campaign=c18648fd3f-03072023+-+The+Poynter+Report&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_26742a15dc-c18648fd3f-390884260
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By LISA MASCARO, MARY CLARE JALONICK and FARNOUSH AMIRI
 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Handed some 41,000 hours of Jan. 6 security footage, Fox
News’ Tucker Carlson has launched an impassioned new effort to explain away the
deadly Capitol a�ack, linking the Republican Party ever more closely to pro-Trump
conspiracy theories about the 2021 riot.
 
The conserva�ve commentator aired a first installment to millions of viewers on his
prime-�me show, working to bend percep�ons of the violent, grueling siege that
played out for the world to see into a narra�ve favorable to Donald Trump.
 
He promised more Tuesday night — amid calls from cri�cs to stop.
 
The undertaking by Fox News comes as Trump is again running for president, and
execu�ves at the highest levels of the cable news giant have admi�ed in unrelated
court proceedings that it spread the former president’s false claims about the 2020
elec�on despite dismissing Trump’s asser�ons privately.
 
The effort dovetails with the work of Republicans on Capitol Hill, led by House Speaker
Kevin McCarthy, who turned over the security footage to Fox. The Republicans are
trying to claw back the findings of the House Jan. 6 inves�ga�on, which painstakingly
documented, with tes�mony and video evidence, how Trump rallied his supporters to
head to the Capitol and “fight like hell” as Congress was cer�fying his loss to
Democrat Joe Biden.
 
Read more here. Shared by Adolphe Bernotas.
 
-0-
 

‘The Whole Thing Seems Insane’: New Documents
on Fox and the Elec�on (New York Times)
 
By Jeremy W. Peters and Ka�e Robertson
 
It had been more than a week since the news networks projected that Joseph R. Biden
Jr. would become the next president. And Tucker Carlson, Sean Hannity and Laura
Ingraham were at a loss about what to say on the air.
 
“What are we all going to do tmrw night?” Ms. Ingraham, the host of the 10 p.m.
show on Fox News, asked her colleagues in a text message chain on Nov. 16, 2020.
 
Mr. Carlson responded that he planned to devote a significant chunk of his program to
a li�le-known vo�ng technology company that had become a target of Trump
supporters who suspected the elec�on had been rigged: Dominion Vo�ng Systems.
 
“Haven’t said a word about it so far,” Mr. Carlson said, acknowledging that the
conspiracy theories about Dominion’s purported role in a fic��ous plot to siphon
away votes from President Donald J. Trump were making him uneasy.
 
Read more here.

https://apnews.com/article/jan-6-tucker-carlson-capitol-riot-mccarthy-adc245e22f50b076925eb72948062808
https://www.nytimes.com/2023/03/07/business/media/fox-dominion-2020-election.html?campaign_id=190&emc=edit_ufn_20230308&instance_id=87117&nl=from-the-times&regi_id=62561296&segment_id=127159&te=1&user_id=8432dc87da3249511b3ad73fb93b9638
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-0-
 

Trump, DeSan�s push court to revisit libel laws in
Dominion case (AP)
 
By David Bauder Associated Press
 
Fox News is on an unlikely collision course with two leading contenders for the
Republican presiden�al nomina�on over the rights of journalists.
 
In defending itself against a massive defama�on lawsuit over how it covered false
claims surrounding the 2020 presiden�al elec�on, the network is relying on a nearly
60-year-old Supreme Court ruling that makes it difficult to successfully sue media
organiza�ons for libel.
 
Former President Donald Trump and Florida Gov. Ron DeSan�s, two favorites of many
Fox News viewers, have advocated for the court to revisit the standard, which is
considered the founda�onal case in American defama�on law.
 
Read more here.
 
-0-
 

Libel lawsuit over ‘media men’ list se�led out of
court (AP)
 
By HILLEL ITALIE and JOCELYN NOVECK
 
NEW YORK (AP) — An author-editor’s libel lawsuit over allega�ons that he had
commi�ed sexual assault, widely cited as a prime example of backlash against the
#MeToo movement, has been se�led out of court. Stephen Ellio� had filed the lawsuit
in 2018 against writer Moira Donegan, who had organized a list of “s—�y media
men.”
 
A brief document filed last week by U.S. District Court in Eastern New York noted that
the case had been “voluntarily dismissed,” per agreement between the a�orneys for
Ellio� and Donegan.
 
“I’m glad the lawsuit is over,” Ellio�, founding editor of the online publica�on The
Rumpus and author of several works of fic�on and nonfic�on, told The Associated
Press in an email Tuesday. “They were never able to find anyone to accuse me of
anything remotely close to rape so I feel my name is cleared.”
 
Efforts to reach Donegan, a columnist for The Guardian who has previously wri�en for
The New Republic, among others, were not immediately successful. And her a�orneys
did immediately respond to requests for comment. According to Ellio�, Donegan

https://www.csmonitor.com/USA/Politics/2023/0307/Trump-DeSantis-push-court-to-revisit-libel-laws-in-Dominion-case
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“gave me six figures and no apology, which I didn’t want anyway because what’s the
point if they don’t mean it.”
 
Read more here.
 
-0-
 

Polish journalist wins US Women of Courage Award
for Ukraine repor�ng (Notes from Poland)
 
Polish journalist Bianka Zalewska has won the Women of Courage Award for her work
in Ukraine. She and ten other recipients will be presented with the honour at the
White House tomorrow – on Interna�onal Women’s Day – by US Secretary of State
Antony Blinken and First Lady Jill Biden.
 
Zalewska is a war correspondent who has been covering the conflict in Ukraine since it
began in 2014. In that year she suffered life-threatening injuries when her press car
came under fire from Russian-backed separa�sts in Luhansk.
 
“Mrs Zalewska remains unin�midated…in the face of disinforma�on campaigns and
online threats personally aimed at her and her family and the risks of violence and
injury during her frequent work inside Ukraine,” wrote the State Department, which
has since 2007 been annually presen�ng the Women of Courage Awards.
 
Read more here.

Today in History - March 8, 2023

Today is Wednesday, March 8, the 67th day of 2023. There are 298 days le� in the
year.
 
Today’s highlight in history:
 
On March 8, 1965, the United States landed its first combat troops in South Vietnam
as 3,500 Marines arrived to defend the U.S. air base at Da Nang.

https://apnews.com/article/libel-lawsuit-media-men-settled-5e36d45db7c577c9ac150051073c1136
https://notesfrompoland.com/2023/03/07/polish-journalist-wins-us-women-of-courage-award-for-ukraine-reporting/
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On this date:
 
In 1618, German astronomer Johannes Kepler devised his third law of planetary
mo�on.
 
In 1817, the New York Stock & Exchange Board, which had its beginnings in 1792, was
formally organized; it later became known as the New York Stock Exchange.
 
In 1948, the Supreme Court, in McCollum v. Board of Educa�on, struck down
voluntary religious educa�on classes in Champaign, Illinois, public schools, saying the
program violated separa�on of church and state.
 
In 1971, Joe Frazier defeated Muhammad Ali by decision in what was billed as “The
Fight of the Century” at Madison Square Garden in New York. Silent film comedian
Harold Lloyd died in Beverly Hills, California, at age 77.
 
In 1983, in a speech to the Na�onal Associa�on of Evangelicals conven�on in Orlando,
Florida, President Ronald Reagan referred to the Soviet Union as an “evil empire.”
 
In 1988, 17 soldiers were killed when two Army helicopters from Fort Campbell,
Kentucky, collided in mid-flight.
 
In 1999, baseball Hall of Famer Joe DiMaggio died in Hollywood, Florida, at age 84.
 
In 2000, President Bill Clinton submi�ed to Congress legisla�on to establish
permanent normal trade rela�ons with China. (The U.S. and China signed a trade pact
in November 2000.)
 
In 2004, Iraq’s Governing Council signed a landmark interim cons�tu�on.
 
In 2008, President George W. Bush vetoed a bill that would have banned the CIA from
using simulated drowning and other coercive interroga�on methods to gain
informa�on from suspected terrorists.
 
In 2014, Malaysia Airlines Flight MH370, a Boeing 777 with 239 people on board,
vanished during a flight from Kuala Lumpur to Beijing, se�ng off a massive and
ul�mately unsuccessful search.
 
In 2016, Sir George Mar�n, the Beatles’ urbane producer who guided the band’s swi�,
historic transforma�on from rowdy club act to musical and cultural revolu�onaries,
died at age 90.
 
Ten years ago: The government reported the jobless rate dropped to 7.7 percent the
previous month, the lowest level since President Barack Obama took office. Defense
Secretary Chuck Hagel arrived in Afghanistan for his first visit as Pentagon chief.
Venezuelan President Hugo Chavez was lauded at his state funeral as a modern-day
reincarna�on of La�n American liberator Simon Bolivar and a disciple of Cuba’s Fidel
Castro.
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Five years ago: U.S. and South Korean officials said President Donald Trump had
agreed to meet with North Korean leader Kim Jung Un by the end of May to nego�ate
an end to North Korea’s nuclear weapons program. Mississippi lawmakers passed one
of the most restric�ve abor�on laws in the na�on, making the procedure illegal in
most cases a�er 15 weeks of pregnancy; a federal judge later struck down the law as
uncons�tu�onal. Serena Williams beat Zarina Diyas of Kazakhstan, 7-5, 6-3, in the first
round of a tournament in Indian Wells, California; it was Williams’ first match
following a 14-month layoff for the birth of her daughter.
 
One year ago: President Joe Biden announced that the U.S. would ban all Russian oil
imports, toughening the toll on Russia’s economy in retalia�on for its invasion of
Ukraine as a humanitarian crisis unfolded in the port city of Mariupol. Guy Wesley
Reffi� of Texas was convicted of storming the U.S. Capitol with a holstered handgun, a
milestone victory for federal prosecutors in the first trial among hundreds of cases
arising from the Jan. 6 riots.
 
Today’s birthdays: Jazz musician George Coleman is 88. Actor Sue Ane (correct)
Langdon is 87. College Football Hall of Famer Pete Dawkins is 85. Songwriter Carole
Bayer Sager is 79. Actor-director Micky Dolenz (The Monkees) is 78. Singer-musician
Randy Meisner is 77. Pop singer Peggy March is 75. Baseball Hall of Famer Jim Rice is
70. Jazz musician Billy Childs is 66. Singer Gary Numan is 65. NBC News anchor Lester
Holt is 64. Actor Aidan Quinn is 64. Actor Camryn Manheim is 62. Actor Leon (no last
name) is 62. Country-rock singer Shawn Mullins is 55. Neo-soul singer Van Hunt is 53.
Actor Andrea Parker is 53. Actor Boris Kodjoe is 50. Actor Freddie Prinze Jr. is 47. Actor
Laura Main is 46. Actor James Van Der Beek is 46. R&B singer Kameelah Williams (702)
is 45. Actor Nick Zano is 45. Rock singer Tom Chaplin (Keane) is 44. Rock musician
Andy Ross (OK Go) is 44. Actor Jessica Collins is 40. R&B singer Kris�nia (kris-teh-NEE’-
ah) DeBarge is 33.

Got a story or photos to share?
Connec�ng is a daily newsle�er published
Monday through Friday that focuses on re�red
and former Associated Press employees,
present-day employees, and news industry and
journalism school colleagues. It began in 2013
and past issues can be found by clicking
Connec�ng Archive in the masthead. Its author,
Paul Stevens, re�red from the AP in 2009 a�er
a 36-year career as a newsman in Albany and
St. Louis, correspondent in Wichita, chief of
bureau in Albuquerque, Indianapolis and
Kansas City, and Midwest vice president based
in Kansas City.

Got a story to share? A favorite memory of
your AP days? Don't keep them to yourself.
Share with your colleagues by sending to Ye
Olde Connec�ng Editor. And don't forget to include photos!
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Here are some sugges�ons:

- Connec�ng "selfies" - a word and photo self-profile of you and your career, and what
you are doing today. Both for new members and those who have been with us a
while.

- Second chapters - You finished a great career. Now tell us about your second (and
third and fourth?) chapters of life.
 
- Spousal support - How your spouse helped in suppor�ng your work during your AP
career. 

- My most unusual story - tell us about an unusual, off the wall story that you covered.

- "A silly mistake that you make"- a chance to 'fess up with a memorable mistake in
your journalis�c career.

- Mul�genera�onal AP families - profiles of families whose service spanned two or
more genera�ons.

- Volunteering - benefit your colleagues by sharing volunteer stories - with ideas on
such work they can do themselves.

- First job - How did you get your first job in journalism?

- Most unusual place a story assignment took you.

Paul Stevens
Editor, Connec�ng newsle�er
paulstevens46@gmail.com
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